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House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Ahmed: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their estimate of the total 
number of dual national British–Israeli citizens serving in the Israeli Defence 
Force.[HL1353] 
To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their estimate of the number of British citizens 
engaged in operations against the Palestinian people in Gaza.[HL1354] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government has made no assessment of the number of British and British-Israeli 
citizens serving in the Israeli Defence Force (IDF). Any UK national serving 
abroad in the armed forces of any state is bound by the laws of armed conflict and 
any local laws that apply. 

Lord Ahmed: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to take any action 
against those British citizens serving in the Israeli Defence Force.[HL1355] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government has made no assessment of the number of 
British and British-Israeli citizens serving in the Israeli Defence Force (IDF). Any 
UK national serving abroad in the armed forces of any state is bound by the laws 
of armed conflict and any local laws that apply. 

Lord Ahmed: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have published any 
information for the British citizens travelling to Israel regarding the possibility of their 
involvement in operations in Gaza.[HL1356] 

Baroness Warsi: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) publishes travel 
advice on its website for any British citizens planning to travel to Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. The FCO currently advises against all travel to 
Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-Israel  
 

Palestinians 
Lord Ahmed: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have sent emergency aid 
for the children of Gaza including medical, food and shelter.[HL1357] 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: We have released £10 million since the latest crisis 
began. We are giving the UN Relief and Works Agency £4 million in new funding 
to provide healthcare, clean water, blankets and cooking equipment to help tens 
of  thousands of  Palestinians  affected by the violence in  Gaza,  and £3 million to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-Israel
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the UN World Food Programme to provide food vouchers to vulnerable families. 
We are also bringing forward £3 million to support the work of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in repairing water infrastructure and providing 
emergency medical support. 
DfID is already spending almost £350 million from 2011-2015 to address a broad 
range of Palestinian development and humanitarian needs, of which 
approximately £30 million per annum is spent on Gaza. 

Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they are taking to 
provide medical aid in Gaza, in particular to hospitals treating injured civilians.[HL1521] 

Baroness Northover: The UK is the third largest donor to UNRWA, the main 
provider of health services in Gaza, and we have announced a further £6 million 
to their Flash Appeal for this crisis. We have activated a £3 million Rapid 
Response Facility on Saturday, under which ten charities have been awarded a 
portion of £3 million to help them meet urgent needs. This will mean that more 
than half a million people in Gaza will receive medical care, clean water and 
sanitation. 
We have also brought forward £3 million in funding to the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, which will be used to help them repair water infrastructure 
damaged by airstrikes and deliver emergency medical services. And we support 
the UN Access Coordination Unit to work with the World Health Organisation, 
Israel, the Palestinian Authority and aid agencies to facilitate the transfer of 
medical equipment and supplies and patient referrals in and out of Gaza. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they will take to 
encourage a total lifting of the blockade of Gaza.[HL1577] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): In close 
co-ordination with our European Union partners and the Office of the Quartet 
Representation, the Government continues to press the Israeli government at 
ministerial and official level to ease access restrictions. Supporting legal trade for 
Gazans is firmly in Israel’s long-term interests. 
We have also encouraged the Egyptian authorities to ease the movement of bona 
fide travellers through Rafah, and to consider expanding Rafah to goods transit in 
the medium term, which will help to ease humanitarian pressures. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-
Palestinians 
 

Middle East 
Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of 
the number of Israeli civilians who have been (1) killed, and (2) wounded, as a result of 
rockets fired at Israeli cities in the past fortnight; what assessment they have made of the 
number of Palestinian civilians living in Gaza who have been (1) killed, and (2) wounded, 
as a result of the latest military intervention by Israel in Gaza; and what proportion of 
those Palestinian casualties they estimate were children.[HL1393] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): As of 
24 July, two Israeli civilians have been killed (one by mortar bomb, one by rocket 
fire). 11 Israeli civilians have been injured. The Palestinian Ministry of Health 
figures, as of afternoon of 24 July, records the number of Palestinian civilians 
killed as 738 and injured as 4620. As of the morning of 24 July, 170 Palestinian 
children have been killed and 1,213 children have been injured. 

Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their response to the 
statement by the United Nations High Commissioner of Human Rights that Israel's latest 
military offensive in Gaza "could amount to war crimes".[HL1522] 

Lord Popat: We have taken note of the statement by the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights. We have not responded directly  but we have commented on a  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-Palestinians
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number of the issues she has raised. The UK is deeply concerned by the 
continuing bloodshed in Gaza. It is tragic that so many innocent civilians, including 
women and children, have been killed and injured. The UK has consistently made 
clear that Israel must act proportionately, exercise restraint, and take every step to 
minimise civilian casualties, in line with International Humanitarian Law. The 
urgent priority now is to stop the bloodshed, re-impose a cease-fire and work to 
find a longer term solution. All our efforts will be concentrated on that objective. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are making to 
the government of Israel concerning the reported shooting of unarmed Palestinian 
civilians in the West Bank between 25 and 26 July by both the Israel Defence Forces and 
by settlers.[HL1543] 

Lord Popat: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised this issue with the 
Israeli Defence Forces and the Israeli Border Police on 25 July. 
Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv raised the issue of violence in the West Bank with the 
Yesha Council (the main settler organisation) Foreign Envoy and the Israeli 
Director of External Affairs on 28 July. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to assess the 
impact of prolonged attacks on Gaza on (1) the mental health of the population, and (2) 
water supplies.[HL1544] 

Baroness Northover: DFID works closely with the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Human Affairs (OCHA), which manages the process of collecting, 
analysing and sharing information about the humanitarian situation. According to 
OCHA’s most recent assessment at least 373,000 children require direct and 
specialised psychosocial support and 1.5 million people not in shelters have no or 
extremely restricted access to water. 
The UK will provide more than £15 million in emergency support for Gaza. DFID 
activated a £3 million Rapid Response Facility (RRF) which will mean that more 
than half a million people in Gaza will receive medical care, clean water and 
sanitation. Three of the NGOs funded under the RRF are providing psychosocial 
support and one will be providing advanced mental health care. DFID also 
brought forward £3 million in funding to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross to help them repair water infrastructure, deliver emergency medical 
services and protect the civilian population. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the Palestinians reportedly killed and 
injured during West Bank protests against the Israeli offensive in Gaza.[HL1578] 

Lord Popat: Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv raised the issue of violence in the West 
Bank with the Yesha Council (the main settler organisation) Foreign Envoy and 
the Israeli Director of External Affairs on 28 July. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
as to whether the shelling of the Ash Shuja’iyeh district, the United Nations school 
compound and Al Shifa and Al Wafah hospitals should be investigated as possible war 
crimes.[HL1580] 

Lord Popat: We have not made an assessment of whether the incidents you raise 
should be investigated as possible war crimes. However, the Secretary of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right honourable friend the Member for 
Runnymede and Weybridge (Mr Hammond), along with the Secretary of State for 
International Development, my right honourable friend the Member for Putney 
(Justine Greening), issued a statement expressing shock at the deaths at the UN 
school on 25 July. International Humanitarian Law is clear that all feasible 
precautions must be taken to avoid harm to civilians during a military attack. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-
MiddleEast  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/11082014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast


 4

 

Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 

Government announces findings of review of licensed exports to Israel 
The government has today announced the findings of a review of licensed exports to 
Israel. It has found that the vast majority of exports currently licensed for Israel are not for 
items that could be used by Israeli forces in operations in Gaza in response to attacks by 
Hamas. 
Twelve licences have now been identified for components which could be part of 
equipment used by the Israel Defence Forces in Gaza. Currently there is a ceasefire in 
place and the government continues to urge both sides to respect this and to secure a 
lasting end to hostilities through the negotiations taking place in Cairo. However, in the 
event of a resumption of significant hostilities, the government is concerned that it would 
not be able to clarify if the export licence criteria are being met. It would therefore 
suspend these licences as a precautionary step. 
Business Secretary Vince Cable said: We welcome the current ceasefire in Gaza and 
hope that it will lead to a peaceful resolution. However the UK Government has not been 
able to clarify if the export licence criteria are being met. In light of that uncertainty we 
have taken the decision to suspend these existing export licences in the event of a 
resumption of significant hostilities. 
No new licences of military equipment have been issued for use by the Israeli Defence 
Force during the review period and as a precautionary measure this approach will 
continue until hostilities cease. … the government’s concern is that it may not have 
sufficient information to determine whether the licence assessment criteria have been 
contravened, for example, whether a serious violation of international humanitarian law 
has occurred and whether equipment containing UK components has been used. It 
therefore would suspend licences while it establishes more information. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-findings-of-review-of-
licensed-exports-to-israel  
 
 

United Nations 

UN Rights Council appoints members of commission to investigate purported 
Gaza violations 
The United Nations Human Rights Council announced today the appointment of three 
members to its independent Commission of Inquiry to investigate purported violations of 
international humanitarian and human rights laws in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem, and particularly in the Gaza Strip since the conflict began on 
13 June. 
In a statement released this afternoon, the Council's President, Ambassador Baudelaire 
Ndong Ella (Gabon), announced that the human rights body appointed Amal Alamuddin 
(United Kingdom), Doudou Diène (Senegal) and William Schabas (Canada) to serve as 
members on the international Commission. Mr. Schabas will also serve as the 
Commission's Chair. The Commission aims to establish the facts and circumstances of 
violations and crimes perpetrated and to identify those responsible. It will also make 
recommendations, in particular on accountability measures, all with a view to avoiding 
and ending impunity and ensuring that those responsible are held accountable, and on 
ways to protect civilians against any further assaults. … 
Ms. Alamuddin [is] a London-based British-Lebanese lawyer, specialising in international 
law and human rights. She has worked at the International Court of Justice and as legal 
adviser to the Prosecutor of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon. 
Mr. Diène was the United Nations Special Rapporteur on contemporary  forms of  racism,  

xenophobia and  related  intolerance  from 2002 to 2008. He also served as  Independent  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-findings-of-review-of-licensed-exports-to-israel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-findings-of-review-of-licensed-exports-to-israel
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14934&LangID=E
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Expert on the situation of human rights in Côte d'Ivoire from 2011 to 2014. 
Ms. Schabas, a professor of international criminal law and human rights, served on the 
Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission until 2004. Mr. Schabas was also a 
member of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in Human 
Rights. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48459#.U-o7VICSwbc  

TOP 
 

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Document.
pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
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