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Israel 

Department for International Development 

UK government to double public donations for Gaza 
The British government will activate UK Aid Match for the Disasters Emergency 
Committee (DEC) appeal, International Development Secretary Justine Greening 
announced today. 
The DEC will see the first £2 million of donations from members of the public aid 
matched, meaning that every £1 donated is matched by UK aid. 
Justine Greening said: Four weeks of violence have left people in Gaza in desperate 
need of food, shelter and medical supplies. … The DEC appeal will provide immediate 
life-saving support to people affected by the crisis in Gaza. 
The new £2 million commitment will take the UK government’s total support for the 
people of Gaza since the start of this crisis to £17 million. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-to-double-public-donations-for-gaza  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Gaza 
James Dornan (Glasgow Cathcart) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what action it is taking in relation to the situation in Gaza. (S4O-03449) 

Humza Yousaf: The Scottish Government is extremely concerned about the 
escalating violence in Gaza and its disproportionate impact on civilians. It is 
crucial that both sides calm the situation and a long term ceasefire is agreed. 
I announced on 30 July 2014 that the Scottish Government is providing £500,000 
in humanitarian aid, to help people affected by the crisis in Gaza. 
What we need in Gaza is an immediate lasting end to the violence. On Tuesday 5 
August 2014 I called for an immediate embargo on arms sales to Israel. The UK 
must conduct an immediate investigation into whether or not UK arms have 
been used in any violation of international law. I once again encourage the UK 
Government to implement a complete suspension of arms sales to Israel until this 
has been done. 
We wrote to David Cameron calling on him to show equal determination in the UK 
Government’s approach to the situation in Gaza as they have shown in regard to 
the atrocity  involving  Malaysian  Airlines flight MH17.  A  request was also  made  
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to support an UN investigation into civilian deaths as a result of the conflict. 
I wrote to Secretary of State for the Home Office, Rt Hon Theresa May MP, on 18 
July 2014, highlighting that Scotland stands ready to play its part in helping to 
welcome and resettle refugees from Gaza into our communities. 
I wrote to the then UK Foreign Secretary William Hague on 9 July 2014 to offer the 
use of Scottish hospitals to treat patients requiring specialist care as a result of 
the conflict. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4O-03449&ResultsPerPage=10 
 
 

TUC 

ITUC day of action on Gaza: TUC contribution 
Three weeks to the day since the Israeli incursion into Gaza began, the TUC is taking 
part in the International Trade Union Confederation’s worldwide day of action on Gaza, 
where the death and destruction has appalled many. The action is in solidarity with the 
people of Gaza and in particular the Palestine General Federation of Trade Unions. 
You can read more about the ITUC day of action at www.ituc-csi.org/ituc-call-to-action-
on-gaza, and see the TUC General Council’s statement on Gaza from last month 
at www.tuc.org.uk/gazajuly2014 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/gazadayofaction  
 
 

United Nations 

UN flags at half-mast to honour staff killed in Gaza conflict 
The United Nations flag is flying at half-mast today at the world body's New York 
Headquarters in memory of the UN staff members killed since the beginning of the 
conflict in Gaza on 8 July, and in solidarity with the families and friends of those injured. 
… Also today, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian 
territory James Rawley emphasized today that following four weeks of hostilities, “the 
scale of needs is unprecedented in the Gaza Strip. … Teams are on the ground 
assessing needs and providing relief and emphasized the need for a sustained halt to the 
violence.” … 
"Of the last three conflicts in Gaza, this has been the longest, deadliest and most 
destructive," said June Kunugi, UNICEF Representative in the State of Palestine. "Its 
human and material toll is beyond words." 
More than one fourth of Gaza's residents were displaced during the latest conflict. The 
three-day ceasefire allowed families to visit their homes, but many had to return to 
collective shelters when the full extent of the damage to their houses became apparent. 
… Around 400,000 children are showing symptoms of distress, including bed wetting, 
clinging to parents and nightmares, and need psychosocial support. … "The uphill 
struggle to heal children's physical and psychological wounds and restore Gaza's 
demolished infrastructure is a gargantuan task," Kunugi said. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48432#.U-TZk4CSwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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