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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-10662 Kenneth Gibson: 70th Anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising—That the 
Parliament commemorates the 70th anniversary of the heroic Warsaw Uprising, which 
began on 1 August 1944 and lasted for 63 days; is aware that the uprising was launched 
by the Armia Krajowa (AK), the Polish Home Army, to re-establish Polish sovereignty 
over the capital and was timed to liberate the city from its Nazi occupiers prior to the 
arrival of Soviet forces; understands that, after some initial AK successes, better 
equipped German forces gradually wore down Polish resistance, inflicting massacre and 
every horror and atrocity imaginable on Warsaw’s civilian population and that Soviet 
forces did not assist the AK or permit allied air forces to use their airfields to drop food, 
fuel, medicine, weapons or ammunition to the beleaguered Poles, nor did they intercept 
German aircraft nor disrupt German forces; acknowledges that, while Polish insurgents 
inflicted an estimated 27,000 casualties on the occupiers, the uprising saw the deaths of 
150 to 200,000 Polish civilians, 16,000 AK fighters, the deportation of the 700,000 civilian 
survivors and the systematic looting and demolition of Warsaw following the uprising; 
recognises that, while much of Warsaw’s heritage was lost forever, Varsovians have 
since rebuilt their city to once again be one of Europe’s most beautiful capitals, and 
believes that the Warsaw Uprising and Poland’s commitment to freedom should never be 
forgotten. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-10662&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary reacts to breakdown of Gaza ceasefire (television interview) 
… diplomacy is never dead. We have always got to keep trying, but it is obviously 
extremely depressing that this ceasefire that we have all worked so hard to get broke 
down so quickly, and if the reports that Hamas broke the ceasefire are correct then that 
is very serious indeed. As is the kidnapping of the Israeli soldier which will make it all the 
more difficult to re-establish a ceasefire to allow a humanitarian force in Gaza. … 
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… what I have said consistently throughout this conflict is that all parties are required to 
act in accordance with international law and to act proportionately. But what I have 
focused on, and I think that my colleagues around the world have focused on, is trying to 
influence behind the scenes to get to a ceasefire. We urgently need a humanitarian 
ceasefire. Ending the suffering of the people of Gaza is the number one priority. 
Afterwards we can talk about all the issues that both sides have. We can put them all on 
the table but we have to act to influence both sides of this conflict in order to end it for the 
benefit of the Palestinian people who are caught in the middle between Hamas and the 
Israeli Defence Forces. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-reacts-to-breakdown-of-gaza-
ceasefire  
 
 

Department for International Development 

UK activates £3 million Rapid Response Facility for Gaza 
As the number of injured and displaced Palestinians in Gaza grows, International 
Development Secretary Justine Greening has activated the UK’s Rapid Response 
Facility (RRF) to provide immediate aid to help save lives. 
This means pre-approved partners with a proven ability to operate in Gaza will now have 
access to a total of £3 million in new funding to provide rapid and direct emergency 
humanitarian assistance. 
Under the RRF, applications are approved and funding agreed within just a few days, so 
NGOs can get on with delivering aid where it is most urgently needed to support people 
affected. 
The priority will be clean water and sanitation following extreme water shortages. 
Funding priorities are also emergency healthcare, protection of civilians through 
unexploded ordinance clearance, as well as counselling and care for civilians exposed to 
the conflict, particularly women and children. 
Justine Greening said: “What is happening in Gaza is nothing short of a humanitarian 
catastrophe. Families are being driven from their homes by the fighting and the number 
seeking shelter and safety keeps growing. The £10 million we have released over the 
last two weeks is already helping to save lives and the UK will continue to stand by those 
in desperate need. 
“Humanitarian workers putting their own lives at risk must be able to get on with their 
lifesaving work. All sides to the fighting must give them safe, unimpeded access and we 
will keep pushing hard for a lasting and durable ceasefire. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-activates-3-million-rapid-response-facility-for-
gaza  
 
 

European Union 

Statement on humanitarian truce in the Gaza Strip 
We deeply regret that the announced 72-hour humanitarian ceasefire in the Gaza Strip 
has already been breached. It is paramount that all parties comply with the terms of the 
truce, and we call on all parties to uphold the commitments made earlier with a view to 
achieving a durable ceasefire to end the current tragic situation. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140801_01_en.pdf 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-reacts-to-breakdown-of-gaza-ceasefire
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-activates-3-million-rapid-response-facility-for-gaza
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European Commission 

Statement by President Barroso and President Van Rompuy in the name of the 
European Union on the situation in Gaza 
Gaza has been suffering from intolerable violence for more than three weeks already. We 
deplore the terrible loss of lives, including innocent women and children. Many have 
been injured, property and livelihoods have been destroyed. This needs to stop 
immediately. We strongly condemn continued rocket fire over Israel. It constitutes an 
unacceptable threat to its citizens. Israel has the right to live in peace in its recognised 
borders. Legitimate defence needs to maintain proportionality. We have all seen these 
cycles in the past and we know that there are limits regarding what military operations 
can achieve.  Only a negotiated solution, based on two States, living side by side and 
respectful of each other, will bring lasting peace. The bloodshed needs to stop. Today we 
join our voice to those of the Secretary General of the United Nations and other 
international leaders that are calling on both sides to put an end to hostilities. We are 
ready to support actively negotiations, confidence building measures, reconstruction and 
reconciliation efforts. No more lives should be wasted. Palestinian and Israeli leaders 
need to exercise courage by putting an end to this senseless violence. They also need to 
exercise courage and wisdom to move beyond these cycles of violence and advance 
towards arrangements that will ensure peaceful and dignified coexistence, based on 
mutual respect. 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-247_en.htm?locale=en  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban condemns latest deadly attack near UN school as 'moral outrage and criminal 
act' 
Amidst an 'appalling' escalation of violence in the Gaza Strip since the collapse of a brief 
1 August ceasefire, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon strongly condemned the killing 
today of at least 10 Palestinian civilians in shelling outside of a United Nations school in 
Rafah which had been sheltering thousands of civilians. 
“The attack is yet another gross violation of international humanitarian law, which clearly 
requires protection by both parties of Palestinian civilians, UN staff and UN premises, 
among other civilian facilities,” declared Mr. Ban … 
“This attack, along with other breaches of international law, must be swiftly investigated 
and those responsible held accountable. It is a moral outrage and a criminal act.” … 
As the brief pause faltered and attacks in Gaza escalated, UN humanitarian officials 
yesterday said that weeks of intense fighting has left medical services and facilities in the 
enclave “on the verge of collapse,” warning that a health disaster of widespread 
proportions is rapidly unfolding. … 
Mr. Ban's strong condemnation was echoed in a statement issued in Jerusalem by the 
UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert Serry … “It is simply 
intolerable that another school has come under fire while designated to provide shelter 
for civilians fleeing the hostilities,” … 
Meanwhile, UNRWA announced today that since 20 July, nine of its staff members have 
been killed, humanitarian workers struck down by the “pitiless conflict.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48396&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.U95esYCS
wbc 
 
UN warns of 'rapidly unfolding' health disaster in Gaza 
… “We are now looking at a health and humanitarian disaster”, warned James W. 
Rawley,  the UN Humanitarian Coordinator  in the occupied  Palestinian territory,  adding:  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-14-247_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7904
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/united-nations-warns-rapidly-unfolding-health-disaster-gaza
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/unrwa-mourns-loss-ninth-staff-gaza
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48396&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.U95esYCSwbc
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48396&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.U95esYCSwbc
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/united-nations-warns-rapidly-unfolding-health-disaster-gaza
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“The fighting must stop immediately.” 
This latest warning comes in the wake of the collapse yesterday of a humanitarian 
ceasefire brokered by the United Nations and the United States, which led a “profoundly 
shocked and disappointed” Secretary-General Ban Ki moon to state that: “Instead of 
giving both sides, especially Gazan civilians, a much needed reprieve to let them attend 
to their injured, bury their dead and repair vital infrastructure, this breach of the ceasefire 
is now leading to a renewed escalation.” 
Joining Mr. Rawley … are Robert Turner, Director of Operations in the Gaza Strip for the 
UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, and Dr. Ambrogio 
Manenti, acting Head of Office of the UN World Health Organization operations in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
In a joint press release, the officials also expressed grave concern regarding the lack of 
protection for medical staff and facilities, and the deteriorating access to emergency 
health services for the 1.8 million Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. … 
According to the United Nations, at least five medical staff have been killed in the line of 
duty and tens of others have been injured. … 
In addition … anonymous calls were made to staff at both the Najjar Hospital in Rafah 
and Al Shifa Hospital in Gaza City warning of imminent attacks, causing major panic and 
chaos among patients and staff. Najjar Hospital was evacuated and remains closed due 
to fighting nearby. … 
Mr. Rawley stressed that “international law sets out clear obligations on the parties to the 
conflict to respect the status of hospitals and medical facilities as protected objects, to 
respect the status of and ensure the protection of medical personnel, to ensure the 
protection of civilians and to respect the fundamental human right to health." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48395#.U95nXoCSwbc  
 
Ban ‘shocked’ at collapse of Gaza ceasefire, urges maximum restraint by all 
parties 
Strongly condemning the reported violation by Hamas of the mutually agreed 
humanitarian ceasefire which commenced this morning in the Gaza Strip, United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon also expressed deep concern about renewed 
Israeli attacks on the tiny enclave, which have reportedly killed more than 70 
Palestinians. 
“He is shocked and profoundly disappointed by these developments,” said Mr. Ban’s 
spokesperson, Stéphane Dujarric, reading out a statement at UN Headquarters on the 
collapse of a humanitarian ceasefire brokered by the UN and the United States to help 
end nearly a month of violence. … 
Underscoring that the UN has no independent means to verify exactly what happened to 
derail the pause, the spokesperson said that, according to the latest reports, two Israeli 
Defence Forces (IDF) soldiers were killed and one taken captive after the humanitarian 
ceasefire came into effect. 
“This would constitute a grave violation of the ceasefire, and one that is likely to have 
very serious consequences for the people of Gaza, Israel and beyond,” he said, adding: 
“Such moves call into question the credibility of Hamas' assurances to the United 
Nations. The Secretary-General demands the immediate and unconditional release of 
the captured soldier.” 
Further to the statement, the Secretary-General expressed deep concern about the 
resumption of Israeli attacks on Gaza and the killing of over 70 Palestinians this morning. 
“Instead of giving both sides, especially Gazan civilians, a much needed reprieve to let 
them attend to their injured, bury their dead and repair vital infrastructure, this breach of 
the ceasefire is now leading to a renewed escalation,”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48387#.U91Y84CSwbc  
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7901
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7901
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48395#.U95nXoCSwbc
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7901
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48387#.U91Y84CSwbc
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Muslim Council of Britain 

British Muslims Urge Prime Minister to Act on Gaza 
Today over 70 community leaders, activists, business leaders and scholars from across 
the British Muslim community* put their name to a joint letter to David Cameron urging 
the Government to act decisively to stop the indiscriminate slaughter of Palestinians. … 
The letter represents a consensus view from the UK’s diverse Muslim communities who 
are united in their condemnation of the overwhelming violence afflicted on the 
Palestinians of Gaza. Leading Muslims from across the theological spectrum have 
signed the letter, as have Muslims from the worlds of business, politics and the arts. … 
It states: “It pains us to write to you under these circumstances at the end of the holy 
month of Ramadan. As a community we have witnessed the unconscionable suffering of 
Palestinian Muslims and Christians. And marking the festival of Eid this week, which is 
supposed to be a happy time, we cannot help but feel the pain of those suffering at the 
hands of the ruthless Israeli military. … 
It saddens us to find that some charities are being pressured or even prevented from 
delivering much needed aid because of the say-so of the Israel Defence Forces. We ask 
our government to work in the interests of British charities, not a foreign entity 
determined to make the life of Palestinians a misery.” …  
To read the full press release and text of the letter to David Cameron see 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/british-muslims-urge-prime-minister-to-act-on-gaza/  
 
MCB Calls for Continued Goodwill Between Jewish and Muslim Communities in 
the UK 
The Secretary General of the Muslim Council of Britain today expressed his horror over 
the ongoing violence and loss of life in Gaza. Dr. Shuja Shafi stated “Whilst we may hold 
strong views about the causes of the conflict and what needs to be done to bring the 
violence to an end, we are nevertheless resolved to ensure that the Israel-Palestine 
conflict does not affect the excellent relations held between Muslims and Jews in the 
United Kingdom. We urge all our communities to remember the importance of civility and 
courtesy between each other. We may hold different views on the conflict, and we may 
lobby and protest in accordance with our principled positions, but we are committed to 
ensure that this is not done at the expense of one another.” 
There is a dire need to come together in humanity to stop innocent people being killed. 
People who feel strongly about the conflict are advised to express legitimate protest 
against Israeli action and pray for peace. We must not let conflicts abroad cause 
relations to break here in the UK. Jewish and Muslim communities have enjoyed good 
relations in the UK, and it is vital that is maintained, or better still, if ties are made 
stronger than ever before. 
http://www.mcb.org.uk/mcb-calls-for-continued-goodwill-between-jewish-and-muslim-
communities-in-the-uk/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 

http://www.mcb.org.uk/british-muslims-urge-prime-minister-to-act-on-gaza/
http://www.mcb.org.uk/mcb-calls-for-continued-goodwill-between-jewish-and-muslim-communities-in-the-uk/
http://www.mcb.org.uk/mcb-calls-for-continued-goodwill-between-jewish-and-muslim-communities-in-the-uk/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
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