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Holocaust 

Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Ahead of the 70th anniversary of the “Gypsy camp” liquidation at Auschwitz-
Birkenau, OSCE/ODIHR Director calls for leaders to speak out against anti-Roma 
rhetoric, scapegoating 
 Michael Georg Link, Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights, speaking ahead of Saturday’s 70th anniversary of the liquidation of the 
“Zigeunerlager”, or “Gypsy Camp”, at Auschwitz-Birkenau called today on political 
leaders not only to refrain from scapegoating Roma and Sinti communities, but also to 
speak out against racist rhetoric in public discourse that can fuel anti-Roma sentiment in 
society. … 
“In a number of countries in the OSCE region Roma are portrayed as criminals or social 
outsiders. The crucial role of the media in constructing and perpetuating these negative 
images has recently been confirmed by a comprehensive study in Germany. These 
stereotypes must be countered, both to bring justice to the victims of the Roma and Sinti 
genocide, and to create a better future for Roma today.” … 
“Teaching about the past and the tragedy of the Roma under the Nazi regime is one key 
to a better understanding their present situation,” Link said. “Roma and Sinti have long 
suffered from racism and discrimination, and understanding this history is necessary to 
promote a more tolerant, inclusive society for all.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/122154  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Ensuring the right to remembrance and dignity for the Roma people 
Roma Holocaust 70th anniversary commemoration 
On the 70th anniversary of the Roma Holocaust –‘Porrajmos’ or ‘Pharrajimos’– two 
United Nations human rights experts urge all governments around the world to ensure 
the right to remembrance for the Roma people. … 
“Many people globally have little or no knowledge that Roma were targeted by the Nazi 
regime. Under the Nazis, Roma were subjected to arbitrary internment, forced labor, and 
mass murder. German authorities murdered tens of thousands of Roma in the German-
occupied territories of the Soviet Union and Serbia and thousands more in the death 
camps. … 
 

http://www.osce.org/odihr/122154
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On the night of 2 to 3 August 1944, all remaining 2,897 Roma men, women and children 
in the so called ‘Gypsy family camp’ in Auschwitz-Birkenau, were taken to gas chamber 
V and were murdered by the Nazis. … 
Much remains to be done to establish the right and possibility for Roma to remember and 
commemorate with dignity. In several countries where evidence suggests that Roma fell 
victims to the Holocaust, governments should make 2 August an official day of 
remembrance for the victims of the Pharrajimos. … 
Violence against Roma is not only a matter of history but is a sad reality for many Roma 
communities today, also. We must realize that the hatred and the dehumanization of the 
victims of the Holocaust that characterised the Nazi era, still exist in the hearts and minds 
of some individuals in Europe today. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14917&LangID
=E  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary welcomes Gaza ceasefire 
Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond has welcomed the 72 hour unconditional 
humanitarian ceasefire announced tonight in Gaza. 
He said: I welcome the news of an agreement of a ceasefire to halt the violence we have 
seen. This is an achievement we have all been working tirelessly for, with visits around 
the region and talks in Paris last weekend. 
I applaud the efforts of Secretary Kerry and partners such as Egypt who should be 
congratulated for all they have done to bring an end to this humanitarian crisis. 
We should now redouble our efforts and leave no stone unturned, to ensure this is a 
lasting and durable ceasefire to make way for substantial discussions to resolve the 
underlying issues on both sides. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-gaza-ceasefire  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Pillay condemns continuing attacks on civilians in Gaza 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay … underlined the need for “real 
accountability considering the increasing evidence of war crimes and an ever-growing 
number of civilian casualties, including some 250 children.” … 
“The shelling and bombing of UN schools which have resulted in the killing and maiming 
of frightened women and children and civilian men, including UN staff, seeking shelter 
from the conflict are horrific acts and may possibly amount to war crimes,” … 
“What we are witnessing is the killing of entire families, and of children in the street either 
playing or trying to find safety. Waves and waves of ordinary people continue to flee their 
homes as the already weak infrastructure in Gaza caves in under the relentless 
bombardment.” … 
“The killing of civilians, including children, as they played or shopped in Beach Camp in 
Gaza during the end-of-Ramadan Eid, traditionally a time of celebration and happiness, 
is profoundly disturbing,” the High Commissioner said. “According to initial reports there 
were no military activities in the area, which begs the question – what possible 
justification could there be for such an attack?” … 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14917&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14917&LangID=E
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-welcomes-gaza-ceasefire
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Pillay cited what a Palestinian child had said to one of her staff in Gaza: “This little 7 
year-old boy talked of his dream – and his dream is to have a Palestinian ‘Iron Dome’ 
protecting him and his family from Israeli attacks, just as the Israelis have their ‘Iron 
Dome’ system protecting them against rockets attacks from Gaza. … 
Accountability for any violations of international law is essential to end the recurrent cycle 
of violence. The Commission of Inquiry established by the Human Rights Council at its 
Special Session on 23 July 2014 will play a key role in addressing accountability issues 
related to the current hostilities in Gaza. “However, true justice will only be achieved by 
bringing cases in front of a fair and competent court,” Pillay said. “The international 
community has a collective responsibility to end this climate of impunity.” …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E  
 
 

United Nations 

UN, US announce Gaza parties agree to 72-hour humanitarian ceasefire 
… Reading a statement at Headquarters in New York, UN spokesperson Stéphane 
Dujarric told reporters that Mr. Ban and Mr. Kerry had announced that the UN 
Representative in Jerusalem, Special Coordinator Robert Serry, has received 
assurances that “all parties have agreed to an unconditional humanitarian ceasefire in 
Gaza.” … 
The spokesperson went on to say that the pause is critical to giving innocent civilians a 
much-needed reprieve from violence. During this period, civilians in Gaza will receive 
urgently needed humanitarian relief, and have the opportunity to carry out vital functions, 
including burying the dead, taking care of the injured, and restocking food supplies. … 
“Israeli and Palestinian delegations will immediately be going to Cairo for negotiations 
with the Government of Egypt, at the invitation of Egypt, aimed at reaching a durable 
ceasefire,” … 
“The reality of Gaza today is that no place is safe,” Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs Valerie Amos said in her briefing to the Security Council … 
“The parties to the conflict have an obligation – an absolute obligation – to protect 
civilians from direct or indiscriminate attacks. Under international law, United Nations 
operations, personnel and premises, must remain inviolable, and parties to the conflict 
should protect humanitarian workers. There can be no justification for failing to do so.” … 
“Until a longer-term ceasefire is agreed, we need more humanitarian pauses to enable us 
to reach those in need. Pauses must be daily, predictable, and adequate in length so that 
humanitarian staff can dispatch relief to those in need, rescue the injured, recover the 
dead and allow civilians some reprieve so that they can restock and resupply their 
homes. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48381#.U9ualYCSwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7899
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/USG%20Amos%20SecCo%20statement%20on%20Gaza%20-%2031%20July%202014%20-%20As%20delivered.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48381#.U9ualYCSwbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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