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Israel 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Israel and Palestine: Humanitarian Aid 
The Earl of Courtown: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are taking to 
ensure that humanitarian aid is reaching Israel and Palestine. 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, the already chronic humanitarian situation in 
Gaza is rapidly deteriorating. Ongoing hostilities are making it very difficult and 
dangerous to deliver humanitarian support. We have increased UK humanitarian 
support and continue to urge Israel to fulfil its obligations under international 
humanitarian law to minimise civilian casualties and facilitate the rapid, 
unimpeded and impartial delivery of relief to civilians. 

The Earl of Courtown: … I understand that, in the past four years, £340 million has 
been spent in humanitarian aid to this area. I am glad that my noble friend can confirm 
that we are making our best efforts to ensure that it reaches those who need it. In this 
time of increased conflict in that area, are Her Majesty’s Government able to make more 
funds available? What actions can they take to ensure that the rest of the international 
community also play their fair part in helping humanitarian aid to that area? 

Baroness Northover: My noble friend is absolutely right about the commitment 
that the UK Government have made. We are the third biggest donor to UNWRA’s 
general fund, which supports the majority of the Gazan population. Given the 
rapidly declining situation, we have made more than £5 million available in 
emergency support. This includes £2 million in new funding to help UNWRA 
provide immediate emergency assistance for more than 100,000 people. We are 
also bringing forward £3 million in funding to help the ICRC respond to the 
worsening situation. We are also working very closely with others to encourage 
them to engage and support as well in this dire situation. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, the tragedy that is occurring in this terrible carnage in Gaza 
can be stopped immediately if Hamas stops firing its missiles that it is storing in UN 
schools and hospitals. However, my question is: what conversations have the 
Government had with the Government of Qatar about the funding that they have been 
giving to Hamas to build tunnels into Israel and to buy missiles from Iran, instead of using 
that money for infrastructure and aid? 

Baroness Northover: We urge all in the region to be restrained. There is massive 
civilian casualty resulting from the conflict there, as the noble Lord will be well 
aware. We would impress on everybody in this situation to draw back. We need 
an immediate ceasefire. It was appalling to hear this morning our noble colleague,  
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Valerie Amos, saying that a child an hour is being killed. 
Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne: While welcoming the Minister’s answer, could I 
ask her how much of the aid—particularly the £30 million that the Government are giving 
to the Gaza Strip—is she confident is reaching the real beneficiaries and is not being 
diverted to other purposes? 

Baroness Northover: We have very strong safeguards in place to ensure that the 
money is spent as intended. As the noble Baroness may know, our financial 
assistance to the Palestinian Authority is provided through the multi-donor trust 
fund, which is administered by the World Bank, which very closely monitors 
Palestinian Authority expenditure. It is absolutely right that we need to make sure 
that the funds reach those who most need them. 

Lord Sacks: My Lords, at this difficult and distressing time, which is surely a source of 
grief to all of us, will the Minister comment on what a Government not blind to 
humanitarian concerns but seeking to defend their citizens from missile attack do when 
missiles are stored in schools, rocket launchers are placed beside hospitals, ambulances 
are used to transport terrorists, entrances to tunnels are set inside apartment blocks and 
civilians are used as human shields? 

Baroness Northover: The noble Lord will fully recognise that the most important 
thing is to have an immediate ceasefire on both sides and to try to move forward a 
peace process which will bring peace and stability to the benefit of the Israelis and 
the Palestinians. That is what we must aim for. 

Lord Campbell-Savours: My Lords, Hamas said last night that the rockets will stop in 
the event that the Israeli Government lift the siege and blockade of Gaza. If we are being 
serious about stopping those rockets, why cannot we exert extreme pressure on the 
Israeli Government to cease their policy of blockading Gaza? 

Baroness Northover: As I said, we are seeking an immediate ceasefire with no 
preconditions on either side, which is something that the noble Baroness, Lady 
Amos, emphasised. It is extremely important that the underlying problems in this 
area are also addressed. As the noble Lord will know, we press the issue of those 
restrictions all the time, as we do settlements and all the other relevant areas, as 
well as what Hamas is doing. … 

Lord Dykes: Will my noble friend explain to the House why the UK Government and 
other European countries abstained on the war crimes resolution, which was passed by a 
majority in the United Nations and will have to be followed up, including, of course, as 
regards any war crimes by Hamas? 

Baroness Northover: My noble friend is quite right—we abstained on this with 
the other EU countries. We are seeking to stop the bloodshed now. However, we 
urge that all sides act proportionately and take every step to minimise civilian 
casualties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724-
0001.htm#14072438000435  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent discussions they have 
had with other European governments, following the failure of negotiations, concerning 
the use of economic sanctions as a way to end Israel’s occupation of the Occupied 
Territories. [HL1008] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
has frequent discussions with other European governments about next steps on 
the Middle East Peace Process.  The Foreign Affairs Council agreed  Conclusions  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724-0001.htm#14072438000435
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724-0001.htm#14072438000435
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on 21 July 2014 which made clear that the only way to resolve the conflict is 
through an agreement that ends the occupation, that ends all claims and fulfils the 
aspirations of both parties. The conclusions reiterate the EU’s commitment to 
implement existing EU legislation applicable to settlement products. The UK firmly 
opposes calls to boycott or sanction Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724w0001.htm#140
72446000254  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the report by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs on 
the amount of funding needed to cover out of stock medical supplies and medical 
referrals out of Gaza.[HL1066] 

Baroness Northover: The United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported on 10th July that US$60 million was 
needed to cover out of stock medical supplies and medical referrals out of Gaza. 
This is now exacerbated by the Gaza emergency. Even before the recent violence 
the Palestinian Ministry of Health in Gaza had chronic shortages of drugs (28% of 
drugs had zero stock) and medical supplies (53% of medical supplies had zero 
stock). Our support to UNRWA and ICRC is already helping these organisations 
to respond to the current situation, and we are in continuous contact with 
humanitarian agencies to assess emerging needs as a result of the violence. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they will hold with 
other European governments concerning the case for lifting the blockade of Gaza and 
ending the occupation of Palestinian territories. [HL1175] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
We continue to have detailed discussions with other European governments 
focused on both the current crisis and the need to find a sustainable solution to 
problems in Gaza, including improving long-term access for people and goods to 
and from the strip. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to take to 
open diplomatic relations with Hamas in order to assess the viability of a long-term truce 
such as Hamas offered in 2006.[HL1176] 

Baroness Warsi: Our policy towards Hamas is clear - we have no contact with 
Hamas, which is a proscribed terrorist organisation. Hamas must renounce 
violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements. Hamas must 
make a credible movement towards these conditions, which remain the 
benchmark against which their intentions are judged, before we consider a 
change in our stance. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724w0001.htm#140
72446000261  
 

Middle East 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they will 
make to the government of Israel concerning deaths of and injuries to civilians in Gaza 
between 7 and 9 July.[HL1006] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Prime Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), spoke 
to Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu on 20 July. He urged him to do everything to 
avoid civilian casualties, to exercise restraint, and to help find ways to bring this 
situation to an end. I refer the noble Baroness to the Statement on Gaza by the 
Prime Minister on 21 July 2014, repeated in the House of Lords by the Leader of 
the House and Lord Privy Seal (Baroness Stowell), official Report, Columns 979-
982. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724w0001.htm#14072446000254
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724w0001.htm#14072446000254
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724w0001.htm#14072446000261
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724w0001.htm#14072446000261
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Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they are taking to 
encourage a halt to the missile strikes on civilians and civilian infrastructure in 
Gaza.[HL1064] 

Baroness Warsi: I refer the noble Baroness to the Statement made by the then 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right Hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond (York) (Mr Hague), which I repeated in the House of 
Lords on 14 July 2014, Official Report, Columns 434-437. 
I also refer the noble Baroness to the Statement of 21 July 2014 by the Prime 
Minister, my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), repeated in 
the Lords by the Leader of the House and Lord Privy Seal (Baroness Stowell), 
Official Report, Column 979-982. 
We have called on all sides to de-escalate the situation to avoid further civilian 
casualties. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to call on all parties 
to make an immediate cessation of hostile acts out of and into Gaza, with independent 
verification.[HL1074] 

Baroness Warsi: I refer my noble Lord to the Statement made by the then 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), which I repeated in the House of 
Lords on 14 July 2014, Official Report, columns 434-437. We are in close contact 
with Israeli and Palestinian leaders and our partners and allies. We continue to 
press the urgent need for a ceasefire agreed by both sides, based on the 
ceasefire agreement that ended the conflict in November 2012. 
I also refer the noble Lord to the Statement of 21 July 2014 by the Prime Minister, 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), repeated in the Lords 
by the Leader of the House and Lord Privy Seal (Baroness Stowell), official 
Report, Column 979-982. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724w0001.htm#140
72446000257  
 

David Cameron’s statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/14072
1-0001.htm#14072114000002  
 

William Hague’s statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/14071
4-0001.htm#14071411000001  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

British ministers comment on deaths at UN school 
Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond and International Development Secretary Justine 
Greening said: We are shocked by the reports of the killing of at least 15 people and the 
injury of many more at an UNRWA school in Gaza yesterday, including women and 
children sheltering inside. 
International Humanitarian Law is clear that all feasible precautions must be taken to 
avoid harm to civilians during a military attack. 
Israel has the right to defend itself, but its response must be proportionate and it must do 
everything possible to avoid loss of civilian life. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-ministers-comment-on-deaths-at-un-school  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724w0001.htm#14072446000257
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140724w0001.htm#14072446000257
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0001.htm#14072114000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140721/debtext/140721-0001.htm#14072114000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140714/debtext/140714-0001.htm#14071411000001
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-ministers-comment-on-deaths-at-un-school
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Scottish Government 

First Minister comments on situation in Gaza 
… First Minister Alex Salmond said: “It is vital that the situation is brought under control 
and deescalated as soon as possible, to prevent any more loss of innocent civilian lives, 
such as those in this latest incident. 
“That involves restraint on both sides – the rocket attacks on Israel should stop, as 
should the Israeli shelling of Gaza, which has been heavily disproportionate. Israel has a 
right to seek security for its own citizens, but that should not involve the shelling of 
civilian areas. 
“I am glad to see that the UK Government have now become active on this issue, with 
the Foreign Secretary’s visit to meet with both Israeli and Palestinian leaders. However, 
that action will only be effective if it involves frank dialogue, and as such the Foreign 
Secretary’s view that ‘Western opinion is becoming more and more concerned and less 
and less sympathetic to Israel’ is one that should be heeded by the Israeli leadership. 
“As a Government we continue to add our voice to those in the international community 
calling for an immediate, longer term ceasefire to put an end to the violence that is 
causing so many civilian deaths and injuries. We also believe that the continued 
blockade of Gaza is exacerbating the suffering experienced by the civilian population 
people there and should come to an end.” 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/First-Minister-comments-on-situation-in-Gaza-f22.aspx  
 
 

Council of the European Union 

Council conclusions on the Middle East Peace Process 
The Council adopted the following conclusions:  
1. The EU is extremely concerned at the continued escalation of violence in Gaza and 
calls for an immediate cessation of the hostilities based on a return to the November 
2012 ceasefire agreement. … 
The EU strongly condemns the indiscriminate firing of rockets into Israel by Hamas and 
militant groups in the Gaza Strip, directly harming civilians. These are criminal and 
unjustifiable acts.  … The EU strongly condemns calls on the civilian population of Gaza 
to provide themselves as human shields.  
The EU condemns the loss of hundreds of civilian lives, among them many women and 
children. While recognizing Israel's legitimate right to defend itself against any attacks, 
the EU underlines that the Israeli military operation must be proportionate and in line with 
international humanitarian law. … 
2. This tragic escalation of hostilities confirms again the unsustainable nature of the 
status quo with regard to the situation in the Gaza Strip. While fully recognizing Israel's 
legitimate security needs … It reiterates its call for the immediate, sustained and 
unconditional opening of crossings for the flow of humanitarian aid, commercial goods 
and persons to and from the Gaza Strip … 
3. The EU strongly condemns the abduction and brutal murder of teenagers from both 
sides. … 
4.… The European Union reiterates its fundamental commitment to the security of Israel, 
including with regard to current and emerging threats in the region.  
5. … The EU urges the parties to resume meaningful negotiations with the aim of 
achieving a comprehensive peace agreement based on a two-state solution. … 
6. The EU recalls that a lasting solution to the conflict must be achieved on the basis of 
the relevant UN Security Council Resolutions, the Madrid principles including land for 
peace, the Roadmap, the agreements previously reached by the parties and of the Arab 
Peace Initiative, with the State of Israel and an independent, democratic, contiguous, 
sovereign and viable  State  of Palestine,  living  side by side in  peace and  security  and  
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/First-Minister-comments-on-situation-in-Gaza-f22.aspx
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mutual recognition. … the EU is willing to work with the US and other partners on an 
initiative to relaunch the peace negotiations, based on the following parameters:  

o An agreement on the borders of the two states, based on 4 June 1967 lines with 
equivalent land swaps as may be agreed between the parties. … 

o Security arrangements that, for Palestinians, respect their sovereignty and show 
that the occupation is over; and, for Israelis, protect their security, prevent the 
resurgence of terrorism and deal effectively with security threats … 

o A just, fair, agreed and realistic solution to the refugee question.  
o Fulfilment of the aspirations of both parties for Jerusalem. … 

7. … the EU calls on Israel to halt continued settlement expansion, including East 
Jerusalem, especially in sensitive areas such as Har Homa, Givat Hamatos and E1, 
which severely threatens the two state solution; to put an end to settler violence, to the 
worsening of living conditions for Palestinians in Area C, to demolitions including of EU 
funded projects, evictions and forced transfers, and to increasing tensions and 
challenges to the status quo on the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif.  … 
8. The EU has welcomed the appointment of a Palestinian government of independent 
personalities and the declaration by President Abbas that this new government was 
committed to the principle of the two-state solution based on the 1967 borders, to the 
recognition of Israel's legitimate right to exist, to upholding non-violence and to the 
respect of previous agreements. … 
9. The EU underlines that the future development of the relations between the EU and 
both the Israeli and Palestinian partners will also depend on their engagement towards a 
lasting peace based on a two-state solution. … 
10. … the EU reiterates its offer to both parties of a package of European political, 
economic and security support and of a Special Privileged Partnership with the EU in the 
event of a final peace agreement. The EU is convinced that this support and partnership, 
by anchoring both the State of Israel and a future State of Palestine in an ever closer 
relationship with Europe, will provide a strategic framework for their stable, secure and 
prosperous development. 
To read the full conclusions see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/144092.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

‘Appalled’ by attack on UN-run school in Gaza, Ban urges halt to all fighting 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today he is “appalled” by the news of an attack on a 
United Nations-run school in Gaza where hundreds of people had taken refuge from the 
ongoing hostilities, adding that the incident underscores the need to stop all fighting 
immediately. 
“Many have been killed – including women and children, as well as UN staff,” Mr. Ban 
said in statement … “Circumstances are still unclear. I strongly condemn this act.” … 
“Today’s attack underscores the imperative for the killing to stop – and to stop now,” Mr. 
Ban declared. 
Following his visit to Iraq, the Secretary-General travelled to Cairo, where he met with 
United States Secretary of State John Kerry and stressed the need to bring this 
“unacceptable, intolerable” crisis to an end as soon as possible. 
“I am telling to the parties – both the Israelis and Hamas and Palestinians – that it is 
morally wrong to kill your own people… Now it is time to sit down together, instead of 
killing each other,” he said at the press encounter with Mr. Kerry … 
Also today, the Special Advisers of the Secretary-General on the Prevention of 
Genocide, Adama Dieng, and on the Responsibility to Protect, Jennifer Welsh, 
expressed their serious concern at the escalation of violence in Gaza and at the targeting 
of civilians in the current crisis. 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/144092.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7886
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=3498
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“We express shock at the high number of civilians killed and injured in the ongoing Israeli 
operations in Gaza and at the rocket attacks launched by Hamas and other Palestinian 
armed groups in Israeli civilian areas,” they said in a news release. … “both parties are in 
violation of international humanitarian law and international human rights law, and these 
acts could constitute atrocity crimes,” they stated. 
“We are equally disturbed by the flagrant use of hate speech in the social media, 
particularly against the Palestinian population,” they added. According to reliable reports, 
individuals have disseminated messages that could be dehumanising to the Palestinians 
and have called for the killing of members of this group. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48341#.U9JTyICSwbc  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Jewish Policy Research 

The Exceptional Case? Perceptions and experiences of antisemitism among Jews 
in the United Kingdom 
http://www.jpr.org.uk/documents/Perceptions_and_experiences_of_antisemitism_among
_Jews_in_UK.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
 

http://bit.ly/1nEADlh
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48341#.U9JTyICSwbc
http://www.jpr.org.uk/documents/Perceptions_and_experiences_of_antisemitism_among_Jews_in_UK.pdf
http://www.jpr.org.uk/documents/Perceptions_and_experiences_of_antisemitism_among_Jews_in_UK.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf
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Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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