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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Radicalism 
Lord Taylor of Warwick: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what they are doing to 
combat radicalisation in Britain.[HL595] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): The revised Prevent strategy, launched on 7 June 2011 has three 
objectives: respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism; prevent people from 
being drawn into terrorism and ensure they are given appropriate advice and 
support; work with sectors and institutions where there are risks of radicalisation 
which we need to address. 
We refocused the Prevent strategy in 2011 so that we confront the ideology 
behind extremism, and tackle non-violent extremism as well as violent extremism. 
Following the recommendations made by the Prime Minister’s Task Force on 
Tackling Radicalisation and Extremism at the end of last year, the Government is 
now implementing a raft of practical measures to further strengthen our approach 
across a range of sectors including prisons, schools, universities and online. 
Prevent practitioners across the country work with Local Authorities and key 
partners, such as the police and the Charity Commission, to provide targeted 
projects and outreach work. 
One of our initiatives, the Workshop to Raise Awareness of Prevent (WRAP), has 
been delivered to over 24,000 front-line public sector staff. This teaches front-line 
staff who work in various sectors and institutions (such as in the education and 
health sectors) how to recognise people who may be vulnerable to radicalisation, 
and how to refer people who may need support to Channel. 
We also have a multi-agency programme, Channel, which supports and protects 
individuals who may be vulnerable to being drawn into any form of terrorism. 
In addition, my Department continues to work with the Department of Education 
on long-term efforts on reducing the risk of radicalisation in young people, 
particularly within the schools sector. Since June 2011, Prevent has committed 
£1.4 million to fund more than 50 projects in schools and madrassahs across the 
country. This includes projects to teach young people about the dangers of 
extremist online messaging, and interactive drama workshops that are a safe 
environment in which to discuss tackling extremist ideology. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140702w0001.htm#140
70269000285  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Q4. [904591] Robert Halfon: The world has seen the tragic and brutal murders of three 
Israeli youngsters, most probably by Hamas. Will my right hon. Friend give the Israeli 
Government every possible support at this time? Does he agree that, far from showing 
restraint, Israel must do everything possible to take out Hamas terrorist networks, and 
will he give the Israeli Government support in that? 

The Prime Minister: What I say to my hon. Friend, who I know is passionate 
about these issues, and to everyone in the House, is that this was an absolutely 
appalling and inexcusable act of terror, and one can only imagine the effect on the 
families and friends of those poor teenagers, and what happened to them. It is 
very important that Britain will stand with Israel as it seeks to bring to justice those 
who are responsible. We also welcome the fact that President Abbas has firmly 
condemned the abduction and tried to help find those people. As my hon. Friend 
said, it is important that all security operations are conducted with care so that 
further escalation is avoided. The people responsible for this should be found and 
brought to justice. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140702/debtext/14070
2-0001.htm#14070259000006  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Tony Blair 
Andrew Turner: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs by 
what process Tony Blair was appointed to the post of Middle East peace envoy; and who 
approved that appointment. [202942] 

Hugh Robertson: Tony Blair was appointed by the Quartet (US, EU, UN and 
Russia) as the representative of the Middle East Quartet in June 2007. The 
Quartet principals (Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, US Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, High Representative for 
European Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana) approved his appointment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140702/text/140702w0
001.htm#14070288000022  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of 
any change in the treatment of young people arrested in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem since the publication of the report of the independent commission headed by 
Baroness Scotland of Asthal.[HL628] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): I refer 
the noble Lord to the reply I gave on 18 June 2014, Official Report, column WA69. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the use of the phrase "cleaning the stables" by Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman and others in relation to Israeli operations in Palestinian areas; and what 
impact they consider such language will have on relations between the communities 
there.[HL640] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140702/debtext/140702-0001.htm#14070259000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140702/debtext/140702-0001.htm#14070259000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140702/text/140702w0001.htm#14070288000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140702/text/140702w0001.htm#14070288000022
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Baroness Warsi: The Government has made no assessment on this issue. 
However, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), has made clear that it 
is vital that all security operations are conducted with due care and proportionate 
use of force. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140702w0001.htm#140
70269000275  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140618w0001.htm#140
61886001306  
 
 

House of Commons Early Day Motion 

Grahame Morris (204) Destruction of Palestinian homes in Israel – That this House 
notes with concern that, despite being a clear and egregious violation of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, Israel recently announced that it will return to a policy of 
demolishing the homes of Palestinians suspected and convicted of involvement in 
terrorism and other violence; deplores and denounces the decision of the Netanyahu-led 
government in Israel for resuming this questionable practice which human rights group 
B'Tselem has stated harms only innocents and not the accused; further notes that in 
2005 an Israeli military report concluded that the policy of punitive home demolitions did 
not act as an effective deterrent against terrorism; affirms Article 53 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention that the destruction of private property is permitted only where such 
destruction is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations; believes that the 
demolition of homes of innocent family members of people accused of crimes constitutes 
collective punishment; further believes that Israeli government statements on this matter 
exposes the absence of the rule of law under Israel's occupation and that revenge, 
demonisation and absolute disregard for the lives and rights of the Palestinians under its 
control now defines Israeli activities in the occupied Palestinian Territories; urges the 
Government to condemn Israel's actions as cruel, inhumane and a degrading 
punishment; calls for urgent action to be taken to oppose these policies; and further calls 
on the Government to pressure the State of Israel and ensure accountability for any 
violations that occur as a result of its renewal of demolitions. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/204  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary discusses recent events with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Foreign Secretary William Hague spoke to Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman 
today. Commenting after the call, the Foreign Secretary said: I spoke to Israeli Foreign 
Minister Avigdor Lieberman this morning to discuss recent events in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. I passed on my sincere condolences following the tragic 
deaths of the three Israeli teenagers. We discussed the appalling murder of the 
Palestinian teenager in East Jerusalem yesterday, and agreed on the need for the 
perpetrators of these crimes to be brought to justice. We discussed the need to avoid an 
escalation of violence that will cause further loss of innocent life. We agreed the 
importance of Israel and the Palestinian Authority continuing to work together. We also 
discussed the Iran nuclear negotiations. I made clear that the UK is fully committed to 
reaching an agreement which ensures Iran’s nuclear programme is exclusively peaceful. 
To achieve this, Iran will need to be realistic about the steps required to resolve the 
international community’s serious concerns about its nuclear programme. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-discusses-recent-events-with-
israeli-foreign-minister  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140702w0001.htm#14070269000275
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140702w0001.htm#14070269000275
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140618w0001.htm#14061886001306
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140618w0001.htm#14061886001306
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/204
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-discusses-recent-events-with-israeli-foreign-minister
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-discusses-recent-events-with-israeli-foreign-minister
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European Union 

Statement on the killing of a Palestinian boy in Jerusalem  
We condemn in the strongest terms the killing of a Palestinian boy in Jerusalem. We 
express our sincere condolences to his family and friends and share their grief. The 
perpetrators of this act must be brought to justice. We welcome the announcement by 
the Israeli authorities of a swift investigation.  
We are extremely concerned about the latest developments which increase the risk of 
further escalation and we call on all parties to exercise maximum restraint. 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140702_01_en.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

UN officials deplore murder of Palestinian boy in Jerusalem 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and the United Nations Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process have both condemned the murder of a Palestinian teenager 
in Jerusalem, and called on both Israelis and Palestinians to refrain from exacerbating an 
already tense situation. 
Mohammed Abu Khdair, 17, was reportedly seen being forced into a car early on 
Wednesday. Media reports say his partly burnt body was found in a forest on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem. The killing comes in the wake of the recent murder of three Israeli 
teenagers, which had been widely condemned by the UN. 
Mr. Ban, in a statement issued by his spokesperson, described the murder of the 
Palestinian teenager as a “despicable act” and called for the perpetrators to be promptly 
brought to justice. … 
UN Special Coordinator Robert Serry also called for the perpetrators of such “heinous 
acts” to be brought to justice. “There can be no justification for the deliberate killing of 
civilians – any civilians,” … 
In a statement issued to the press, the members of the UN Security Council condemned 
“in the strongest terms” the killing of the Palestinian teenager. They also underlined the 
need to bring the perpetrators of this “deplorable” act to justice, and called for immediate 
calm. 
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East also strongly 
condemned the killing of the Palestinian boy, as well as the recent murder of the three 
Israeli teenagers. … 
Recalling that collective punishment is illegal under international law, UNRWA called on 
the Israeli authorities to refrain from punishing individuals for offences they themselves 
have not personally committed. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48185#.U7V3uI2Swbc 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 

http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140702_01_en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7839
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=48185#.U7V3uI2Swbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html
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** Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  
 

First Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140702/debtext/140702-
0001.htm#14070260000003  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Annual return for 2015 - information collected from charities (closing date 12 August 2014) 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/616101/consultation_ar2015.pdf 
 
Marriages by non-religious belief organisations (closing date 18 September 2014) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriages-by-non-religious-belief-
organisations/supporting_documents/beliefmarriagesconsultation.pdf  
 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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