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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Halal and Kosher Meat 
Philip Davies: If he will ensure that all halal and kosher meat is labelled at point of sale. 
[904168] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (George Eustice): In the first instance, the Government believe 
that it is for retailers and food outlets to provide their customers with such 
information. However, the European Commission is currently producing a study 
on options for compulsory method of slaughter labelling, and we will review the 
options when the report is published later this year. 

Philip Davies: The Minister is a good man, and I am sure he must understand the 
strength of feeling among the public about this issue. Surely it is in the best interests of 
everyone that halal and kosher meat be properly labelled, for the benefit of those who 
particularly want to buy it and those who particularly do not. Which consumers do the 
Government think will be disadvantaged by having meat fully and properly labelled at the 
point of sale? 

George Eustice: I am aware of the strength of feeling on the issue, and my hon. 
Friend has been a long-standing campaigner on it, ever since his ten-minute rule 
Bill two years ago. There are two difficulties with the approach he suggests. In the 
case of halal meat, we must remember that about 80% is stunned anyway, so 
“halal” does not distinguish between stunned and unstunned meat. When it comes 
to kosher meat, we should recall that the hind quarters of the carcase are not 
deemed kosher anyway, so an approach along the lines he suggests would not 
help consumers who want to avoid unstunned meat.  
However, we will examine method of slaughter labelling when the European 
Commission produces its report, which is expected in the autumn. 

Albert Owen: Farmers and food producers raise the issue of labelling often with me and 
other Members. Can the Minister assure the House that his Department is doing 
everything it can to have clear labelling on all packaging, particularly after the horsemeat 
crisis and various other issues, so that we can have country of origin and even region of 
origin labelling on our packaging? 

George Eustice: Some new labelling requirements from the European Union 
have just been put in place, to distinguish between animals that are born, reared 
and slaughtered in a particular country, reared and slaughtered there or simply 
slaughtered there. That is a major improvement. We have stopped short of having  
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compulsory country of origin labelling on processed foods, because the European 
Commission report suggested that it would be incredibly expensive to implement. 
However, we do encourage voluntary labelling on such products, and there has 
been widespread uptake of that. 

Philip Hollobone: I am sure my constituents in Kettering would want to see halal and 
kosher meat labelled as such. Although the Minister is a good man, the response drafted 
for him by his Department was weak and pathetic. If we wait for the European 
Commission to rule, we will have to wait for ever. If his objection is that there is no 
distinction between stunned and non-stunned meat, why not label meat as such? Why 
cannot the UK do that ahead of the European Commission? 

George Eustice: The advice we have received is that it would be better to 
introduce such regulation at European level. A number of other countries have 
considered it, including Spain and France, and have run into difficulties. However, 
my hon. Friend makes a good point—if one were to introduce compulsory method 
of slaughter labelling, I think one would go not for labelling as halal or kosher, for 
the reasons I gave earlier, but for labelling as stunned or unstunned. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/debtext/14061
2-0001.htm#14061240000021  
 

Biblical Literacy (Children) 
Barry Sheerman: What steps the Church of England is taking to increase biblical literacy 
among children. [904167] 

Tony Baldry: It is important to remind the House that the Education Act 1944 
made religious education a compulsory subject in schools. I do not believe it is 
possible in England to properly teach religious education without ensuring that 
children have a proper understanding of Bible narratives. 

Mr Sheerman: Does the right hon. Gentleman agree that we should see it not only as 
religious education but as part of our heritage and citizenship in this country, and that the 
stories of Noah’s ark, Adam and Eve and even the nativity should be part of that 
citizenship education? Is he worried about the recent poll that showed the low level of 
such knowledge among children and their parents? 

Tony Baldry: I entirely agree. It would be very difficult, for example, for an A-level 
student to understand the work of T. S. Eliot without any knowledge of the Bible 
narratives. There is a responsibility on schools to teach religious education, and 
one would hope and anticipate that they would teach the Bible and Bible 
narratives as part of that. Families do that, as, of course, do the churches through 
Sunday schools. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/debtext/14061
2-0001.htm#14061240000040  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Racial Discrimination 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of 
the factors contributing to the increased level of racial prejudice in Britain, as reported in 
the British Social Attitudes 31st report by NatCen; and what advice has been provided or 
is expected to be provided by the Equality and Human Rights Commission on the matter 
in accordance with its statutory duties.[HL38] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Stowell of Beeston) (Con): The figures from 
the British Social Attitudes survey do not show an increased level of prejudice, but 
are actually more complex. The figures fluctuate from year to year, but the long-
term trends are a decline in self-reported  prejudice.  Causal  factors  are l ikely  to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/debtext/140612-0001.htm#14061240000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/debtext/140612-0001.htm#14061240000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/debtext/140612-0001.htm#14061240000040
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/debtext/140612-0001.htm#14061240000040
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include the aftermath of the 9/11 and 7/7 attacks, different attitudes to changing 
immigration and (in a positive way) the 2012 Olympics. The dataset can be 
viewed online at: 
http://www.natcen.ac.uk/media/338779/selfreported-racial-prejudice-datafinal.pdf  
The Government has a comprehensive programme of activities to build strong and 
more united communities, tackle hate crime, harness the work of faith groups and 
commemorate our common heritage. I have placed in the Library illustrations 
which summarise our work, which also can be found online at: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/communitiesuk/sets/72157644380501531/  
The Commission’s next periodic report on progress on its statutory duties, 
including tackling unlawful discrimination and harassment, is due to be published 
in 2015. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140612w0001.htm#140
61247000135  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Hate crime statistics 
Ministers condemn all forms of prejudice and welcome possible increase in 
reporting. 
All forms of hate crime have been condemned by Ministers as figures show a rise in 
some categories of offences and a decrease in religious hatred. … 

 Racial hate crime is up slightly, by three per cent since 2012-13 but is still the 
second lowest annual figure since reports began 

 Sexual orientation aggravated crime has risen by 22 per cent 
 Religiously aggravated offending is down by 17 per cent including charges under 

the Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) 
Act 

 Disability aggravated offences are up by 12 per cent 
 The number of charges with an aggravation of transgender identity remains low at 

25, although this is higher than 14 the previous year 
 In the second full financial year of the Offensive Behaviour Act charges under 

section 1 decreased by 24 per cent 
Equalities Secretary Shona Robison said: “No one should have to face discrimination or 
prejudice in any form in 21st century Scotland. It is never acceptable and it will not be 
tolerated. That’s why we have been working closely with organisations and police to 
eradicate hate crime from Scottish society, running an awareness campaign to help 
encourage people to report such crimes and setting up third party reporting centres 
across Scotland. …” 
… Superintendent Gavin Phillip, Police Scotland Safer Communities Division said: 
"Police Scotland recognise that Hate Crimes are bigoted acts towards often marginalised 
and vulnerable communities, which can have long lasting effects and are completely 
unacceptable. That is why tackling this abhorrent crime is one of our Equality and 
Diversity outcomes and an operational priority. 
“We do however recognise that in some cases victims or witnesses of Hate Crime do not 
feel confident reporting the matter directly to the Police and may be more comfortable 
reporting it to someone they are familiar with or to an organisation they know. We have 
therefore been reviewing all of our Third Party reporting sites to ensure that we have 
adequate geographical coverage across Scotland, as well as providing sites, which cater 
for particular community needs.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Hate-crime-statistics-d98.aspx 
 
 

http://www.natcen.ac.uk/media/338779/selfreported-racial-prejudice-datafinal.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/communitiesuk/sets/72157644380501531/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140612w0001.htm#14061247000135
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140612w0001.htm#14061247000135
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Hate-crime-statistics-d98.aspx
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Religiously Aggravated Offending in Scotland 2013-14 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452559.pdf 
 
Charges Reported under the Offensive Behaviour at Football & Threatening 
Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452585.pdf 
 
 

Crown Office 

Lord Advocate speaks on Hate Crime in Scotland 
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/774-lord-advocate-speaks-on-hate-
crime-in-scotland 
 
Hate Crime in Scotland, 2013-14 
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/media-site/latest-news-from-copfs/773-hate-crime-in-scotland-
2013-14 
 
Hate Crime in Scotland 2013-14  
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Equality_Diversity/Hate%20Crime%20in%20
Scotland%202013-14.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians 
Sammy Wilson: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
aid her Department has given to the Palestinian Authority in each of the last five years. 
[199228] 

Mr Duncan: Information on the amounts of direct financial assistance provided by 
the UK to the Palestinian Authority over the last five years can be found on the 
DFID Development Tracker website at the following links: 
http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-202564/  
http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-113709/  

Sammy Wilson: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
arrangements are in place to monitor the use of funds given to the Palestinian Authority. 
[199229] 

Mr Duncan: UK direct financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority is 
channelled through the World Bank Palestinian Reform and Development Plan 
Trust Fund and is used to pay the salaries of civil servants from an approved list. 
The list of individuals is systematically screened and checked against international 
(including Israeli) and ad hoc sanctions lists. The whole process is independently 
audited which ensures we know exactly where and how our money is being spent. 

Sammy Wilson: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) whether 
any UK aid given to the Palestinian Authority has been distributed to prisoners convicted 
of terrorism-related activities in the last five years; [199230] 
(2) whether any UK aid given to the Palestinian Authority has been distributed to 
individuals released from prison after serving sentences for terrorism-related activities. 
[199231] 

Mr Duncan: I refer the hon. Member to the answer  I provided t o my  hon.  Friend  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452559.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452585.pdf
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/774-lord-advocate-speaks-on-hate-crime-in-scotland
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/media-site/media-releases/774-lord-advocate-speaks-on-hate-crime-in-scotland
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/media-site/latest-news-from-copfs/773-hate-crime-in-scotland-2013-14
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/media-site/latest-news-from-copfs/773-hate-crime-in-scotland-2013-14
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Equality_Diversity/Hate%20Crime%20in%20Scotland%202013-14.pdf
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Equality_Diversity/Hate%20Crime%20in%20Scotland%202013-14.pdf
http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-202564/
http://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/projects/GB-1-113709/
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the Member for Aberconwy (Guto Bebb) on 31 March 2014, Official Report, 
column 461W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/text/140612w0
002.htm#1406133000046 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0
003.htm#1404012000007  
 

Palestinians 
Mike Freer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of recent reports that Hamas leader Khaled Mashaal said that 
his organisation will not renounce violence or recognise Israel. [199277] 

Hugh Robertson: I refer my hon. Friend to the answer I gave him on 10 June 
2014, Official Report, column 91W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/text/140612w0
002.htm#1406133000050 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140610/text/140610w0
001.htm#1406111000022  
 

 
House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with the government of Israel concerning the reported destruction of fruit trees belonging 
to the Tent of Nations farm outside Nahalin village on 4 May; and whether they intend to 
encourage the payment of compensation.[HL72] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
We have not raised this specific issue, including compensation, with the Israeli 
authorities. However, we repeatedly make clear to the Israeli authorities our 
serious concerns about continued demolitions of Palestinian property and the 
need to abide by their other obligations under international law. Officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the issue of demolitions in general on 28 May with 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s office. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140612w0001.htm#140
61247000132  

 
 

House of Commons Early Day Motion 

Fiona O'Donnell (92) 10th anniversary of Breaking the Silence – That this House 
notes that 2014 marks the 10th anniversary of the Israeli non-governmental organisation, 
Breaking the Silence, established by veteran Israeli Defence Force soldiers to raise 
awareness about the reality of life for soldiers and civilians in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories; welcomes the important work that Breaking the Silence does to provide a 
unique and credible voice amidst ongoing tension and conflict in the region; recognises 
the courage and contribution of those involved in this work; further notes the importance 
of their engagement with the International Development Committee during its visit to 
Hebron as part of an inquiry into the Department for International Development's work in 
the   Occupied  Palestinian   Territories;   expresses  concern  at  the  UK   Government's  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/text/140612w0002.htm#1406133000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/text/140612w0002.htm#1406133000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0003.htm#1404012000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140331/text/140331w0003.htm#1404012000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/text/140612w0002.htm#1406133000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/text/140612w0002.htm#1406133000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140610/text/140610w0001.htm#1406111000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140610/text/140610w0001.htm#1406111000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140612w0001.htm#14061247000132
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140612w0001.htm#14061247000132
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decision to discontinue funding for Breaking the Silence's public education programmes; 
and calls on the Government to reverse that decision. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/92 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Iran 
Mr Hoban: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has made to his Iranian counterpart on that country's material 
and financial support for terror organisations. [R] [199626] 

Hugh Robertson: We have serious concerns about Iran's support for a number of 
militant groups in the Middle East, including Hezbollah, Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
(PIJ), the military wing of Hamas, and Shia militia groups, including in Iraq. This 
support undermines prospects for peace and stability in the Middle East. We have 
raised our concerns about such activity during our expanding bilateral 
engagement with Iran, and will continue to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm140612/text/140612w0
002.htm#1406133000049 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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