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Home Affairs 

Cabinet Office 

Queen’s Speech 2014: what it means for you 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/queens-speech-2014-what-it-means-for-
you/queens-speech-2014-what-it-means-for-you  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Downing Street 

PM's Holocaust Commission meets President Jimmy Carter 
Prime Minister David Cameron’s Holocaust Commission marked the final day of its public 
consultation … by taking evidence from former US president Jimmy Carter, whose own 
commission in 1978 led to the creation of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
in Washington, D.C. 
As the Prime Minister’s Commission considers whether the UK should have its own 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, Holocaust Survivor Ben Helfgott and Commission Chair 
Mick Davis met the former US President in London to discuss the creation of the 
Washington Museum. … 
The Chair of President Carter’s Commission, Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel, is 
also supporting the Prime Minister’s Commission, including by acting as the head judge 
of a competition to find a young person to sit on the Commission. Hundreds of young 
people from all over Britain have written essays with their ideas on how Britain should 
commemorate the Holocaust. The winner will be invited to join the Commission for its 
deliberations in the second half of the year. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-holocaust-commission-meets-president-
jimmy-carter  
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Israel 

House of Commons Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (49) Treatment of Palestinian children – That this House notes that 
Israeli forces continue to use excessive force including live ammunition and rubber 
coated metal bullets on unarmed protestors, including children and that 1,400 people 
have been killed in this way since 2000; further notes the lack of transparency in the 
investigation of such incidents; acknowledges the excellent work that Defence for 
Children International Palestine do in increasing awareness of these deaths; further 
notes that since January 2008, 129 children have been affected by settler violence in the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem, including four fatalities with each of the cases occurring 
near Palestinian neighbourhoods, villages or roads located close to Israeli settlements 
and the nature of the violence includes being shot at, beaten, pelted with stones and 
sprayed with gas; and calls on the Government to press the Israeli government to 
respect the right to peaceful protest and prioritise the safety of all children who come 
under such attack on a routine basis. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2014-15/49 
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary deplores Israeli decisions on settlement expansion 
Commenting on steps taken by the Government of Israel on 4 June to issue tenders for 
over 1500 new settlement units in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, the Foreign 
Secretary William Hague said: I deplore the decisions taken by the Israeli authorities on 4 
June to expand a number of illegal settlements, many of which are deep within the West 
Bank, and in East Jerusalem. Such decisions can only make achieving peace more 
difficult. 
The UK’s position on settlements is longstanding: they are illegal under international law, 
undermine trust and threaten the viability of the two-state solution. A negotiated two state 
solution is the only solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. I urge the leaders of both 
sides to demonstrate the courage, vision and urgency needed to achieve this. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-deplores-israeli-decisions-on-
settlement-expansion  
 

European Union 

Statement on the latest Israeli announcement on settlements  
"We are deeply disappointed that the Israeli Land Administration has published new 
tenders for 1466 housing units in settlements in East Jerusalem and the rest of the West 
Bank. This move is unhelpful to peace efforts. … We call on the Israeli authorities to 
reverse this decision and to direct all their efforts towards an early resumption of the 
peace talks"  
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140605_04_en.pdf  
 
European Union reaffirms its support for Palestine refugees  
Catherine Ashton … signed a Joint Declaration on EU support for the UN Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees for the period 2014-2016 … the EU contribution to 
UNRWA‘s General Fund for core services in 2014-2016 will amount to some EUR €246 
million. … 
“The EU remains a steadfast partner for Palestine refugees amid the uncertainty of the 
Middle East right now”, said Krähenbühl, “and this three year agreement offers much 
needed predictability. …  The EU  contribution to  UNRWA’s  General  Fund will allow the  
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Agency to provide essential education, health, relief and social services to some of the 
most disadvantaged communities in the Middle East. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140604_02_en.pdf  
 
 

European Commission 

EU, Israel sign Horizon 2020 association agreement 
European Commission’s President José Manuel Barroso and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu today witnessed the signature of Israel's association to Horizon 
2020, the new EU research and innovation programme. … Under the terms of the 
agreement, Israel will have the same access to the programme as EU Member States 
and other Associated Countries. In return, it will contribute to the Horizon 2020 budget. 
President Barroso said: "Israel is a strong player in research and innovation and for this 
reason an important partner for the EU to address societal challenges of common 
concern, such as ageing, food safety, environment protection or cleaner energy, and to 
strengthen the competitiveness of our industries. I am pleased that we are signing the 
agreement today since it reflects the mutual importance we attach to cooperation and 
partnership in research and innovation." 
Israel has the highest proportion of researchers in the business sector in the world and 
one of the highest investments in civilian R&D – more than 4% of GDP. This makes it a 
strong partner for the EU and will bring added benefit to cooperation in Horizon 2020 
given the programme’s stronger focus on innovation. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-633_en.htm?locale=en  
 
EU announces new support for the Palestinian people 
The European Union has made available €200 million to ensure support to the 
Palestinian Authority and United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East, in order to provide vital basic services to the Palestinian 
people (such as education, health relief and social services). 
This is the first tranche of EU support to the Palestinian people for 2014 and consists of 
two main actions: a contribution of €130 million, through the PEGASE mechanism, to the 
Palestinian Authority and a contribution of €70 million to the General Fund of UNRWA. … 
Through the payment of salaries of civil servants and pensioners [PEGASE] ensures that 
essential public services keep operating [and] provides for social allowances to those 
Palestinian households living in extreme poverty. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-14-617_en.htm?locale=en  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban concerned at reports of worsening health of Palestinian detainees on hunger 
strike 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon voiced concern today about reports regarding the 
deteriorating health of Palestinian administrative detainees who have been on hunger 
strike for over a month. 
“He reiterates his long-standing position that administrative detainees should be charged 
or released without delay,” Mr. Ban’s spokesperson said in a statement. … 
“The Secretary-General has taken note of the related concerns raised recently by various 
human rights organizations and has responded, reiterating the United Nations well 
known positions,” … 
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http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7751
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To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47979#.U5RysJSSwbc  
 
UN Special Committee concerned over deteriorating health of Palestinian 
detainees on mass hunger strike 
The UN Special Committee* to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights 
of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories on Thursday 
expressed grave concerns about the reported  worsening health conditions of more than 
75 Palestinian detainees on hunger strike now in hospital protesting Israel’s continued 
use of administrative detention. … 
“It is a desperate plea by these detainees to be afforded a very basic standard of due 
process: to know what they are accused of and to be able to defend themselves,” said 
the Committee. … 
“International humanitarian law only exceptionally allows for the use of administrative 
detention, yet the Israeli authorities have detained a large number of Palestinians for 
reasons not explicitly indicated. Initial administrative detention orders of six-month 
periods can be renewed an indefinite number of times without producing charges,” the 
Committee noted. … 
“ … Israel continues to turn a deaf ear to repeated calls by the UN to comply with 
international law and to halt and dismantle settlements,” … 
“We have heard troubling personal accounts of excessive use of force by Israeli security 
forces against Palestinian children, especially in and around refugee camps … It is not a 
humane existence for these children, women and men to be living under such constant 
threats.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14665&LangID=E  
 
Ban deeply concerned at reported Israeli settlement expansion in West Bank 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said today he is deeply concerned by reports that Israeli 
authorities have issued tenders for the construction of over 1,400 new housing units in 
settlements in the West Bank, including in occupied East Jerusalem. 
“As the United Nations has reiterated on many occasions, the building of settlements on 
occupied territory is illegal under international law,” said a statement … 
“The Secretary-General calls on Israel to heed the calls of the international community to 
freeze settlement activity and abide by its commitments under international law and the Road 
Map,” the spokesperson added, referring to the plan which calls for Israel and Palestine to 
live side by side in peace and within secure borders. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47972#.U5RysJSSwbc  
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Other Relevant Information 

Independent Police Complaints Commission 

Police handling of allegations of discrimination  
http://www.ipcc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Documents/guidelines_reports/IPCC_report_poli
ce_handling_of_allegations_of_discrimination_June2014.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47979#.U5RysJSSwbc
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Charity Commission 

Counter-Terrorism Strategy 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/313532/ctstext.pdf 
 
Updated guidance: 

How to set up a charity 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/how-to-set-
up-a-charity-(cc21a)/ 
 

Charity types: how to choose a structure 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/charity-
types-how-to-choose-a-structure-(cc22a)/  
 

How to write your governing document 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/how-to-
write-your-governing-document-(cc22b)/  
 

How to write charitable purposes 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/how-to-
write-charitable-purposes/  
 

How to register your charity 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/registering-your-charity/how-to-
register-your-charity-(cc21b)/  

 
 

NatCen Social Research 

30 years of British Social Attitudes self-reported racial prejudice data 
http://www.natcen.ac.uk/media/338770/selfreported-racial-prejudice-datafinal.pdf  
 
 

Europol 

Te-Sat 2014: European Union Terrorism Situation and Trend Report 2014 
https://www.europol.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/europol_tsat14_web.pdf  
 
 

European Commission Against Racism (ECRI) 

Report on Romania 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Romania/ROM-CbC-IV-
2014-019-ENG.pdf  
 
 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Fundamental rights: challenges and achievements in 2013 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2014-annual-report-2013_en.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/313532/ctstext.pdf
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/how-to-set-up-a-charity-(cc21a)/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/how-to-set-up-a-charity-(cc21a)/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/charity-types-how-to-choose-a-structure-(cc22a)/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/charity-types-how-to-choose-a-structure-(cc22a)/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/how-to-write-your-governing-document-(cc22b)/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/how-to-write-your-governing-document-(cc22b)/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/how-to-write-charitable-purposes/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/setting-up-a-charity/how-to-write-charitable-purposes/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/registering-your-charity/how-to-register-your-charity-(cc21b)/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/start-up-a-charity/registering-your-charity/how-to-register-your-charity-(cc21b)/
http://www.natcen.ac.uk/media/338770/selfreported-racial-prejudice-datafinal.pdf
https://www.europol.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/europol_tsat14_web.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Romania/ROM-CbC-IV-2014-019-ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Country-by-country/Romania/ROM-CbC-IV-2014-019-ENG.pdf
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra-2014-annual-report-2013_en.pdf


 6

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0006/15006.pdf 
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2014-2015/0006/en/15006en.pdf  
 

First Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140605-
0001.htm#14060529000607  
 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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