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Home Affairs 
House of Lords Written Answers 

Sport: Racism 
Lord Mendelsohn: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was the cost of the legal 
advice gained by the Metropolitan Police Service and Crown Prosecution Service which 
led to the policy of investigating the chant of “yids” by Tottenham Hotspur supporters by 
the Metropolitan Police Service prior to the Prime Minister’s comments on the matter on 
16 September 2013; and what was the cost of the advice gained after that date. 
[HL6473] 
To ask Her Majesty’s Government what was total cost associated with the charges 
dropped against three Tottenham Hotspur supporters in March relating to the chant of 
“yids”.[HL6474] 
To ask Her Majesty’s Government who first contacted (1) the Metropolitan Police Service, 
and (2) the Crown Prosecution Service, with the suggestion that it was unlawful for the 
supporters of Tottenham Hotspur to chant “yids”, or that they should investigate the 
issue; whom they subsequently consulted; and how many meetings were held between 
those individuals or organisations, and at what level of seniority, to discuss the 
matter.[HL6475] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): The Home Office does not hold the information requested. The Crown 
Prosecution Service has no specific policy relating to the chanting of the word 
“yids” by Tottenham Hotspur supporters and incurred no legal advice costs on this 
specific issue. The case against the three Tottenham Hotspur supporters was 
discontinued by the Crown Prosecution Service prior to the adjourned date of the 
hearing, without parties having to attend court, and without the associated costs 
being incurred.  The Crown Prosecution Service National Football lead has been 
consulted on a number of occasions regarding whether the use of the word “yid” 
could amount to a criminal act. The general advice given on each occasion was 
that each case depends on its specific facts. In relation to the case that was 
dropped against the three Tottenham Hotspur supporters, the police contacted the 
Crown Prosecution Service prior to charge. Advice was given that there was a 
realistic prospect of conviction. It subsequently transpired that the further 
evidence was not available and the case was therefore discontinued. Prior to the 
discontinuance a meeting took place between senior police officers and the 
Crown Prosecution Service officials. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0004.htm#140
50626002801  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0004.htm#14050626002801
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0004.htm#14050626002801
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Sharia Law 
Lord Bradshaw: To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many legal cases were decided 
under Sharia law in the United Kingdom in 2012 and 2013.[HL6393] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Faulks) (Con): Sharia law has 
no jurisdiction here and legal cases are not decided under Sharia law in the 
United Kingdom’s courts and tribunals. The answer to the question is therefore 
‘none’. 
If people choose to use Sharia for the purposes of dispute resolution or to agree a 
contract, for example, the enforceability of such arrangements will be entirely 
dependent on the law of the relevant part of the United Kingdom. 
Regardless of religious belief everyone in the United Kingdom is equal before the 
law of the land. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0004.htm#140
50626002795 
 

Islamist Organisations 
Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty’s Government which Islamist organisations they 
consider to present a threat to the United Kingdom.[HL6750] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): I cannot comment on intelligence matters. 
The list of proscribed terrorist organisations can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301
777/ProscribedOrganisationsApril14.pdf  
Proscription is not targeted at any particular faith or social grouping, but is based 
on our assessment of an organisation’s concern in terrorism. Over 60 
organisations are currently, proscribed including 14 organisations connected to 
Northern Ireland and organisations seeking to advance a variety of other religious, 
ethnic, political and nationalist causes. 
The Extremism Task Force, which was set up by the Prime Minister following the 
murder of Drummer Lee Rigby, looked closely at whether the Government were 
doing all they could to confront extremism and radicalisation. It concluded that it is 
often too easy for extremist preachers and groups to spread extremist views 
which can lead people into terrorism. The Government are therefore considering 
the case for new powers to ban groups which seek to undermine democracy or 
use hate speech. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#140
50626002750  
 
 

Cabinet Office 

Brief guide on engaging the Faith Communities in civil protection  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/308698/Bri
ef_Guide_on_Engaging_the_Faith_Communities_in_civil_protection.pdf  
 
 

Home Office 

Hate crime: Report finds significant progress in reducing hate crime 
The coalition government is making significant progress in the battle against hate crime, 
according to … The Hate Crime Action Plan … 
Crime Prevention Minister Norman Baker said: Hate crime has devastating 
consequences for victims and their families, and can divide communities. The coalition 
government is determined to stamp out this ugly and unacceptable crime in all its forms.  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0004.htm#14050626002795
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0004.htm#14050626002795
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301777/ProscribedOrganisationsApril14.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/301777/ProscribedOrganisationsApril14.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#14050626002750
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#14050626002750
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/308698/Brief_Guide_on_Engaging_the_Faith_Communities_in_civil_protection.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/308698/Brief_Guide_on_Engaging_the_Faith_Communities_in_civil_protection.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hate-crime-action-plan-challenge-it-report-it-stop-it
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… I am determined to keep pace as new issues emerge to ensure attitudes that foster 
hatred are challenged and the richness and diversity of British society is protected. 
To mark the launch of the report, the Minister visited St Gabriel’s College, Camberwell, 
which hosted an exhibition on prejudice created by the Anne Frank Trust. … 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hate-crime-report-finds-significant-progress-in-
reducing-hate-crime  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he plans to take in response to the withdrawal of the Israeli government from 
US-sponsored peace negotiations with the Palestinian Authority. [197316] 

Hugh Robertson: We remain fully committed to supporting efforts for peace and I 
will visit the region to that end in the near future. We urge the Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders to use the coming weeks to find the common ground and 
political strength needed to resume the peace negotiations and encourage other 
countries to maintain support for that objective. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0
003.htm#14050638000175  
 

Israel 
Mr Anderson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer to the hon. Member for Islington of 2 September 2013, Official 
Report, columns 294-95W, on Israel, what recent steps he has taken to raise allegations 
of corporate complicity in human rights abuses and international law violations by G4S in 
Israeli prisons with G4S. [197161] 

Hugh Robertson: International law does not impose direct obligations on 
corporations. However, the British Government encourages British companies to 
show respect for human rights in their operations in the UK and internationally. 
This is why in September 2013, we launched the UK action plan based on the UN 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. 
Through the Overseas Business Risk Service, we provide online advice to raise 
awareness of the key security and political risks which British businesses may 
face when operating abroad, including in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. 

Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has made representations to the Israeli Government on extending to UK 
citizens of Palestinian origin visiting Israel similar concessions to those Israel has offered 
to the US Administration in exchange for Israel’s entry to the US visa waiver scheme. 
[197379] 

Hugh Robertson: We have not made any representations to the Israeli 
authorities on this issue. 

Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions his Department has had with Israeli authorities on discrimination 
against UK citizens of Palestinian or Arab origin by Israeli border control. [197383] 

Hugh Robertson: Our embassy in Tel Aviv raises complaints where British 
nationals appear to have been subjected to differential treatment by  Israeli border  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hate-crime-report-finds-significant-progress-in-reducing-hate-crime
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hate-crime-report-finds-significant-progress-in-reducing-hate-crime
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638000175
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638000175
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control on the basis of their race or ethnicity with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0
003.htm#14050638000174 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130902/text/130902w0
012.htm#1309045000059  
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on the demolition on 2 and 3 
April of EU-funded projects in Area C near the E1-settlement bloc; and whether he has 
demanded compensation following these actions. [197317] 

Hugh Robertson: We have not made representations in response to the specific 
demolition cited, nor demanded compensation. However, officials from our 
embassy in Tel Aviv most recently raised the issue of demolitions in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories with the office of Prime Minister Netanyahu on 1 May. We 
regularly make clear, publicly and privately, to Israel our serious concerns about 
the demolition of Palestinian homes and infrastructure and forced transfer of 
population in Area C and East Jerusalem. 

Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what support his Department gives alongside UK non-governmental organisations 
operating in the Occupied Palestinian Territories to assist in obtaining compensation from 
the Israeli authorities for projects demolished in Area C. [197319] 

Hugh Robertson: We have not provided support to non-governmental 
organisations operating in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) to assist in 
obtaining compensation from the Israeli authorities for projects demolished in 
Area C. However, we continue to support Palestinians facing demolition or 
eviction orders in the OPTs through support to the Norwegian Refugee Council 
legal aid programme, which helps individuals to challenge these in the Israeli legal 
system. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0
003.htm#14050638000177  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with their European partners concerning whether Israeli security personnel convicted of 
violating human rights law in the West Bank should be refused free visas in line with the 
policy of the United States State Department.[HL6427] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): We have had no such discussions with EU partners. Israeli nationals 
coming to the UK as a visitor for less than six months do not require a visa. All 
other routes, will need a visa before travelling, where the usual rules, including 
fees and checks will be applied. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning the reported armed ambush and killing of Yusef 
a-Shawamreh in the West Bank in March.[HL6583] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government has not had any discussions with the Israeli authorities over this 
specific case. We have, however, raised our concerns over the increasing number  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638000174
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638000174
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130902/text/130902w0012.htm#1309045000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130902/text/130902w0012.htm#1309045000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638000177
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140506/text/140506w0003.htm#14050638000177
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of deaths of Palestinians by the Israel Defence Forces. 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning recent reports of violence and racist graffiti by 
settlers in the village of Kifl Haris, during a religious ceremony.[HL6584] 

Baroness Warsi: An official from our Embassy in Tel Aviv last raised our 
concerns over settler attacks with the Israeli National Security Council in early 
March. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#140
50626002751  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they are having 
with Mahmoud Abbas on continuing the negotiations with Israel for a two-state solution. 
[HL6438] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government is having regular discussions about the current peace talks with the 
Palestinian Authority and the Government of Israel. The Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for 
Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), most recently had a discussion on 3 April with 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas about the peace process. The Foreign 
Secretary met with the Israeli Minister for Intelligence, International Relations and 
Strategic Affairs, Yuval Steinitz on 8 April where they discussed the latest in the 
peace process. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning Palestinian deaths since the beginning of 
the peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority.[HL6533] 

Baroness Warsi: We have made frequent representations to the Israeli 
authorities about Israel Defence Forces' use of live fire and appropriate force in 
both Gaza and the West Bank. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv most 
recently raised this issue with the Israeli Defence Force on 11 March. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they plan to take to 
protect the property rights and security of Palestinians if peace negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority are extended. [HL6534] 

Baroness Warsi: I refer the noble Baroness, Lady Tonge, to the answer I gave 
her on 21 November 2013 (Official Report, column WA233). 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the potential of extended peace talks between Israel and the Palestinian Authority to 
effect change in Israel’s control of East Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley.[HL6535] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government fully supports the peace talks which we hope 
will lead to a negotiated two-state solution and an end to the Israeli occupation of 
the Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#140
50626002752 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121w0001.htm#131
12187000116  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they will take to 
preserve Palestinians’ rights to worship at their own holy sites within Jerusalem. 
[HL6585] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government &  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office  (Baroness  Warsi):  We  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#14050626002751
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#14050626002751
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#14050626002752
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#14050626002752
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121w0001.htm#13112187000116
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131121w0001.htm#13112187000116
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regularly urge the Israeli authorities to comply with their obligations under 
international law as an occupying power in East Jerusalem, including with regard 
to the protection of holy sites. We will continue to raise with the Israeli authorities 
our concerns over restrictions on movement and access and the Separation 
Barrier that limits access for Palestinians from the West Bank and Gaza to holy 
sites in Jerusalem. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#140
50626002770 
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the influence of Islamic Jihad in Gaza, and its impact on the region; and what action 
they plan to take to reverse that influence.[HL6536] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The Government continues to analyse the full range of political and militant actors 
in Gaza, including Palestinian Islamic Jihad. We have noted with concern Islamic 
Jihad’s growing involvement in attacks against Israel in 2014. We have called for 
the full implementation of the ceasefire of November 2012 between Palestinian 
militant factions and Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0002.htm#140
50626002712  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

The Policy Exchange 

A Portrait of Modern Britain 
http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/images/publications/a%20portrait%20of%20modern%
20britain.pdf  
 
 

Council of Europe 

Guide on the decision-making process regarding medical treatment in end-of-life 
situations 
http://www.coe.int/t/dg3/healthbioethic/conferences_and_symposia/FDV%20Guide%20W
eb%20e.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#14050626002770
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0003.htm#14050626002770
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0002.htm#14050626002712
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140506w0002.htm#14050626002712
http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/images/publications/a%20portrait%20of%20modern%20britain.pdf
http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/images/publications/a%20portrait%20of%20modern%20britain.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg3/healthbioethic/conferences_and_symposia/FDV%20Guide%20Web%20e.pdf
http://www.coe.int/t/dg3/healthbioethic/conferences_and_symposia/FDV%20Guide%20Web%20e.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
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Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

CCTV and other monitoring and verification methods in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 16 May 2014) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-
verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Government review of the Muslim Brotherhood (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-review-of-the-muslim-brotherhood  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
 

TOP 
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