
 1

2 May 2014

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Israel 

Foreign Affairs 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 
 

 

Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Community Relations: Religion 
Kerry McCarthy: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
what steps his Department is taking to ensure that people of no faith are consulted and 
listened to when formulating policy on faith and communities. [196267] 

Stephen Williams: The ‘Creating the Conditions for Integration’ paper sets out 
the Government’s approach to achieving a more integrated society, for everyone 
of faith and of no faith to live and work successfully alongside each other. In 
September 2012 the Prime Minister appointed my noble Friend Baroness Warsi 
as Minister for Faith and Communities. Along with colleagues, such as myself, the 
Minister has worked closely with faith and non-faith groups on an approach to 
integration. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/text/140501w0
002.htm#14050155000023  
 

Organs: Donors 
Paul Uppal: To ask the Secretary of State for Health if he will bring forward legislative 
proposals to allow children under two months to become an organ donor. [196138] 

Jane Ellison: The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health is currently 
considering a review of existing guidance in relation to the diagnosis of brain-stem 
death that would enable infants between 37 weeks gestation and two months of 
age to be organ donors. The College is looking at the evidence available to see 
whether new recommendations are appropriate and whether the parents of infants 
dying in the first two months of life could be asked about organ donation. The 
document should be ready by the summer. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/text/140501w0
001.htm#14050150000037  

 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

“Challenge it, Report it, Stop it”- Hate Crime 
The Minister for Crime Prevention (Norman Baker): … Hate crime can have 
devastating consequences for victims and their families, and can also divide 
communities. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/text/140501w0002.htm#14050155000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/text/140501w0002.htm#14050155000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/text/140501w0001.htm#14050150000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/text/140501w0001.htm#14050150000037
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We have made good progress in delivering our commitments to tackle hate crime and 
now have a better understanding of the types of hate crimes that are committed and 
where those crimes are happening. We have provided direct support to front-line 
professionals to help build victims’ confidence to come forward, and the police have 
improved the way they record hate crimes. We now have a strengthened legal framework 
which is already regarded as one of the most robust in the world in protecting people 
from hatred and bigotry. 
However, findings from the crime survey for 2011-12 and 2012-13 highlight that hate 
crime is still significantly under-reported, with estimates of around 278,000 incidents each 
year, compared to the 42, 236 hate crimes that were recorded by police forces in 
England and Wales in 2012-13. 
We are proud of the achievements this Government has made so far, but there is still 
much to do to confront the hatred and hostility that still exists in our society, and to tackle 
the scale of under-reporting. We will continue to work closely with a wide range of 
voluntary sector, community representatives and front-line organisations to drive forward 
work on this agenda. 
To read the full statement see  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/wmstext/14050
1m0001.htm#14050133000009 
 
“Challenge it, Report it, Stop it”, which was included in yesterday’s PAB, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/307624/Ha
teCrimeActionPlanProgressReport.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Organ Donation 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9137&mode=htm
l#iob_82482 

 
 

Charity Commission 

Four new inquiry reports published 
The Charity Commission has today published inquiry reports into four of the charities that 
were under investigation as a result of double defaulting on their annual accounts and 
returns. … The charities reported on today [include] 
Yad Vochessed Association Ltd (registered charity number 1112797) … 
The Commission concludes that the charities' trustees were in default of their legal 
obligations to file accounting information with the Commission and this was 
mismanagement and misconduct in the administration of the charity and a breach of 
trustees' legal duties. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/news/four-new-inquiry-reports-published/ 
 
Inquiry Report: Yad Vochessed Association Limited 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/604822/yad_vochessed_association_ltd.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/wmstext/140501m0001.htm#14050133000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/wmstext/140501m0001.htm#14050133000009
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/307624/HateCrimeActionPlanProgressReport.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/307624/HateCrimeActionPlanProgressReport.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9137&mode=html#iob_82482
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=9137&mode=html#iob_82482
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/news/four-new-inquiry-reports-published/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/604822/yad_vochessed_association_ltd.pdf


 3

 
 

 

Israel 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Middle East Peace Process 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William Hague): I 
wish to update the House on the Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. 
On 30 July 2013 the United States secured the resumption of direct talks between Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators, with the goal of achieving a just and peaceful resolution of 
the middle east peace process. Over the past nine months, the UK Government have 
strongly supported the tireless efforts of US Secretary of State Kerry and his team as 
they have sought to bridge the gaps between the parties. His dedication to the pursuit of 
peace has been remarkable and I pay tribute to him. 
It is disappointing that, despite those efforts, greater progress has not been made by the 
parties to date in the talks. It is now for the Israeli and Palestinian leaders to decide 
whether they want to seize or squander this opportunity for peace. We urge the parties to 
use the coming weeks to find the common ground and political strength needed to 
resume this process, and encourage other countries to maintain support for that 
objective. 
A negotiated two-state agreement remains the only way to resolve the conflict once and 
for all. The parameters are clear: two states, based on 1967 borders with agreed land 
swaps, Jerusalem as a shared capital, a just, fair and agreed settlement for refugees, 
and Gaza as an integral part of the Palestinian state. The need and international support 
for such an agreement is as great as ever. As my right hon. Friend the Prime Minister 
highlighted during his recent visit to the region, the benefits of peace will be 
immeasurable, for all future generations, Israelis and Palestinians alike. But securing that 
two-state solution is getting harder, not easier. I urge the leaders of both sides to 
demonstrate the courage, vision and urgency necessary. 
The UK Government remain fully committed to supporting efforts for peace. The Minister 
of State with responsibility for the middle east and North Africa will visit the region in the 
near future. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/wmstext/14050
1m0001.htm#14050133000007 

 
 

United Nations 

Despite impasse, UN chief urges continued focus on Middle East peace efforts 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today appealed to Israelis and Palestinians to exercise 
prudence and avoid unilateral steps that would diminish the prospects of resuming 
negotiations after the latest downturn in the Middle East peace process. 
“It is incumbent upon the parties to convince each other anew that they are partners for 
peace,” Mr. Ban urged in a statement from his spokesperson, calling also on the 
international community “to uphold its long-stated commitment” to realizing a 
comprehensive peace settlement. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47702#.U2OUwa2Swbc  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion 
includes: 
col 1057  Naomi Long: … The exclusion of all religion or faith from the public sphere is 
contrary to freedom of religion and belief, and so, equally, is the imposition of faith, or 
faith-based observances, practices or rules, on those who choose not to practise any 
religion. This tension has often left the right to freedom of religion without effective 
champions. As the UN special rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief said to the 
APPG when he visited Westminster, the religious are often more comfortable seeking 
protection for their own faith, but are wary of extending that freedom to those with whom 
they disagree. Conversely, those who are liberal and usually champion human rights and 
freedom are often wary of religion and reluctant to see its restriction in the same terms as 
other forms of persecution. … 
Unlike many other human rights, freedom of religion or belief is as yet not directly 
addressed in a focused United Nations convention. As a consequence, this freedom has 
for many years been something of a “residual” right, and in practice, it remains on the 
margins of the family of human rights. … 
The APPG … are only too aware of the deeply troubling scale of the violations of 
freedom of religion or belief worldwide. Whether it is the Baha’is in Iran, Christians in the 
middle east, Jewish people in Europe or atheists in Indonesia, what we are exploring 
today is a truly global concern that affects the full range of religious and non-religious 
beliefs. … 

 

col 1061  Tony Baldry:  … Christians have been almost completely driven out of the 
middle east. …  

 

col 1069  Lyn Brown: … it would be easy to think that international religious freedom is a 
distant concern and that the repression is happening way beyond our borders. That 
would be a mistake, because what happens abroad impacts on community cohesion 
here at home. International religious oppression can fuel tensions with and between 
communities in Britain. … 
Community cohesion is sometimes seen as a concept that clashes with religious 
freedom, but that analysis is incorrect. A cohesive community is one that accepts or, in 
fact, embraces diversity, and one where those of different religions or of no religion are 
included in the life of the community and do not fear persecution. A mutually tolerant, 
pluralistic community is the one kind of community that can be truly cohesive. … 
… at a time when the number of religious schools is increasing, I regret that the 
Government have diluted the role of schools in promoting community cohesion. … 
Although we must champion and respect the right of all people to follow the religion of 
their choice or, indeed, no religion, that does not mean that we should ignore practices 
that breach basic human rights because of the usually bogus claim that they are 
fundamental to a particular religious belief. Too often, liberal societies such as ours have 
failed to challenge certain abuses because of the mistaken belief that it would offend 
religious sensibilities. … 
We must always be mindful of the impact that international forces, including the 
repression of religious freedoms, can have on domestic community cohesion. … 

 

col 1072  Fiona Mactaggart: … We think of the UK as a country of religious freedoms, 
but I have been concerned about the way in which people who seek to exercise their 
freedom of religion have sometimes suggested that that gives them the right to deny 
other people’s rights—most obviously when people seeking to run a bed and breakfast 
have felt that their Christian faith gives them the right to refuse to let a room to people 
who are homosexual. Many people who think they support the right to freedom of religion 
too often want that right to be a privilege for their religion, rather than someone else’s. …  
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col 1080  Mark Pritchard: … it was, of course, King Cyrus who inspired the charter on 
fundamental rights, with the so-called Cyrus cylinder. … that king helped the Jews to 
return and paid for the building of the temple. On the persecution of the Christians, the 
one or two remaining people of the Jewish tradition, and the Baha’i in Iran, I would say to 
the leadership that Persia has a proud tradition of standing up for freedom of speech and 
freedom of religion and of co-existing with people of other faiths. …  

 

col 1089  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Hugo Swire): … 
The fundamental right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion is constantly 
threatened by sectarianism and by religious and ethnic division. We speak up for those 
facing persecution not because of their religion but regardless of their religion or belief, to 
defend the right, which should be undeniable, to practise the region or belief of one’s 
choice or, as I have said before, to follow no religion at all. To do that, we are working 
with civil society to build a united front to combat what can be seen as a rising tide of 
religious persecution and working to build acceptance across all faiths that, just as they 
are entitled to their beliefs, so others are entitled to theirs. Christians defending 
Christians, Jews defending Jews and Muslims defending Muslims is not enough. …  
we will continue to use our diplomatic network to promote this freedom around the world 
and to combat prejudice, discrimination and violence in the name of religion or belief 
wherever and whenever they occur. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140501/debtext/14050
1-0003.htm#14050135000001  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

CCTV and other monitoring and verification methods in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 16 May 2014) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-
verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Government review of the Muslim Brotherhood (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-review-of-the-muslim-brotherhood  
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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