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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Antisemitism 
Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty’s Government when they last conducted an 
assessment of levels of anti-semitism in the United Kingdom; and what plans they have 
for future such assessments.[HL1784] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon): The Association of Chief 
Police Officers' National Community Tension Team regularly produces a 
'Community Impact Assessment' which contains an assessment on the state of 
community relations, this includes the level of antisemitism. This material is not 
shared with the public, as it contains operational policing information. The 
National Community Tension Team liaises with the Community Security Trust at 
the national level on behalf of the police service. Police Forces with significant 
Jewish communities liaise closely at the local level. 
The Association of Chief Police Officers’ also publishes its recorded antisemitic 
crime data annually on the True Vision website at: http://www.report-
it.org.uk/hate_crime_data1  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/15092014.htm#hdg-
Antisemitism  

 
 

Downing Street 

Scottish Independence Referendum: statement by the Prime Minister 
… The people of Scotland have spoken. It is a clear result. They have kept our country of 
4 nations together. Like millions of other people, I am delighted. As I said during the 
campaign, it would have broken my heart to see our United Kingdom come to an end. … 
So now it is time for our United Kingdom to come together, and to move forward. A vital 
part of that will be a balanced settlement – fair to people in Scotland and importantly to 
everyone in England, Wales and Northern Ireland as well. … 
… there can be no disputes, no re-runs – we have heard the settled will of the Scottish 
people. 
Scotland voted for a stronger Scottish Parliament backed by the strength and security of 
the United Kingdom … 
The 3 pro-union parties have made commitments, clear commitments, on further powers 
for the Scottish Parliament. We will ensure that they are honoured in full. … 
 

http://www.report-it.org.uk/hate_crime_data1
http://www.report-it.org.uk/hate_crime_data1
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/15092014.htm#hdg-Antisemitism
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/15092014.htm#hdg-Antisemitism
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Just as the people of Scotland will have more power over their affairs, so it follows that 
the people of England, Wales and Northern Ireland must have a bigger say over theirs. 
The rights of these voters need to be respected, preserved and enhanced as well. … 
So, just as Scotland will vote separately in the Scottish Parliament on their issues of tax, 
spending and welfare, so too England, as well as Wales and Northern Ireland, should be 
able to vote on these issues and all this must take place in tandem with, and at the same 
pace as, the settlement for Scotland. … 
This referendum has been hard fought. It has stirred strong passions. It has electrified 
politics in Scotland, and caught the imagination of people across the whole of our United 
Kingdom. …  Now we must look forward, and turn this into the moment when everyone – 
whichever way they voted – comes together to build that better, brighter future for our 
entire United Kingdom. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/scottish-independence-referendum-statement-by-
the-prime-minister  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Alex Salmond to resign as First Minister in November 
… The First Minister said: “I’m immensely proud of the campaign which we have fought 
and of the 1.6 million voters who rallied to that cause by backing an independent 
Scotland. I am also proud of the 85 per cent turn-out in the referendum and the 
remarkable response of all of the people of Scotland who participated in this great 
democratic, constitutional debate … 
I believe this is a new exciting situation that is redolent with possibility, but … I think that 
Party, Parliament and Country would benefit from new leadership. Therefore, I have told 
the national secretary of the Scottish National Party that I will not accept nomination to be 
a candidate for leader at the annual conference … I will stand down as First Minister to 
allow the new leader to be elected by due parliamentary process. Until then I will 
continue to serve as First Minister, after that I will continue to offer to serve as Member of 
the Scottish Parliament for Aberdeenshire East. 
“It has been the privilege of my life to serve Scotland as First Minister, but as I’ve said 
often during the referendum campaign, this is not about me or the SNP, or any political 
party – it is much more important than that. … For me as leader, my time is nearly over 
but for Scotland, the campaign continues and the dream shall never die.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Alex-Salmond-to-resign-as-First-Minister-in-November-
106b.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Middle East 
Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the statement by the then United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi 
Pillay, that "there seems to be a strong possibility that international law has been 
violated, in a manner that could amount to war crimes," by Israel in Gaza; and whether 
they have made any representations to the United Nations about that 
statement.[HL1797] 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/scottish-independence-referendum-statement-by-the-prime-minister
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/scottish-independence-referendum-statement-by-the-prime-minister
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Alex-Salmond-to-resign-as-First-Minister-in-November-106b.aspx
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Alex-Salmond-to-resign-as-First-Minister-in-November-106b.aspx
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): The Government has taken note of the statement by the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights. We are clear that there must be meaningful 
investigations into possible violations of international humanitarian law by all 
sides, including those abuses committed by Hamas and other militant groups. We 
call on all parties to cooperate with the UN Commission of Inquiry, which must be 
balanced and impartial. We have not responded directly to the UN on this 
statement but we have commented publicly on a number of the issues raised in it. 
The UN Commission of Inquiry has yet to complete its work, so it would be wrong 
to pre-determine its findings. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many Palestinian civilians, at the 
time of the latest ceasefire, had been (1) killed, and (2) injured, as a result of Israel’s 
military action in Gaza; how many of those casualties were children; and what were the 
comparable figures for Israeli civilian casualties from Palestinian military action in the 
same period.[HL1814] 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: According to UN figures, the number of 
Palestinian civilians killed as a result of Israel’s military action in Gaza was, by the 
time of the 26 August ceasefire, 1,462. 495 of them were children. The UN does 
not provide exact figures for the number of injured Palestinian civilians. However, 
it estimates that over 5,000 women, children and elderly Palestinians were 
injured.  According to Israeli government statistics, seven civilians in Israel were 
killed by rocket/mortar fire from militant groups in Gaza. Six of these were Israeli 
(including one child) and one was a Thai national. 126 were injured. Further 
casualties from Hamas rockets were thought to have been prevented by the 
Israeli Iron Dome system. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Warsi on 30 July (HL1482), whether they now consider that the recent military 
action by Israel in Gaza is proportionate, as defined in the Joint Service Manual of the 
Law of Armed Conflict; and whether they will publish their assessment of the 
proportionality of that action.[HL1815] 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Prime Minister, my right Hon. Friend the 
Member for Witney (Mr Cameron), has been clear on the UK’s recognition of 
Israel’s right to take proportionate action to defend itself and our condemnation of 
Hamas’s rocket attacks. We have consistently urged Israel to do everything 
possible to avoid civilian casualties, to exercise restraint, and to help find ways to 
bring this situation to an end. There must now be meaningful, effective and 
independent investigations into possible violations of international human rights 
law and international humanitarian law by all sides, including those abuses 
committed by Hamas and other militant groups. Both sides should cooperate with 
the Commission of Inquiry set up by the UN Human Rights Council, which must 
itself be independent and balanced in its approach. 

Lord Warner: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Anelay of St Johns on 18 August (HL1710), whether they regard that the lifting 
of the Israeli blockade of Gaza is a requirement for avoiding "a return to the status quo 
ante" set out in that answer.[HL1818] 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: A durable ceasefire agreement will have to 
address the underlying causes of the conflict to bring an end to the cycle of 
violence. Avoiding a return to the status quo ante will require an agreement which: 
addresses Israel’s legitimate security concerns; allows the Palestinian 
Government under the leadership of President Abbas to resume control of Gaza 
to restore effective and accountable governance; and ensures the lifting of Israeli 
restrictions, to ease the suffering of ordinary Palestinians, and allows Gaza’s 
economy to grow. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/15092014.htm#hdg-
MiddleEast  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/15092014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/15092014.htm#hdg-MiddleEast
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The first answer referred to above (HL1482) can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140730w0001.htm#140
73053000583 
 

The second answer referred to above (HL1710) can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/18082014.htm#hdg-
MiddleEast  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Warsi on 29 July (HL1376), and in the light of the discovery of tunnels from 
Gaza into Israel, what assessment they have made of the measures put in place by the 
United Nations to avoid the diversion of materials imported into Gaza, in particular 
concrete, from humanitarian use.[HL1771] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Anelay 
of St Johns): The discovery of a number of tunnels reaching Israel during 
Operation Protective Edge is deeply concerning. The UN implement a strict 
controls system with the Government of Israel for the import of construction 
materials for use in humanitarian projects in Gaza, in order to mitigate the risk of 
transfer of materials for use other than that intended. Given the recent conflict in 
Gaza which has left more than 108,000 people homeless, there is an urgent need 
for legitimate construction work in Gaza and we are talking to the UN and Israel to 
support a way forward that addresses Israel’s security concerns whilst meeting 
the clear humanitarian need. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/15092014.htm#hdg-
Palestinians  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140730w0001.htm#140
73053000623   
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

New UN Special Rapporteur on Palestine launches first official mission 
The new United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Makarim Wibisono, will undertake his first 
official visit to the region from 20 to 28 September. 
The Special Rapporteur will gather first-hand information on the current human rights 
situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory following Israel’s military operations over 
the past two months, which resulted in at least 1,473 Palestinian civilians killed, including 
some 501 children. The independent expert will visit Jordan and Egypt during his 
mission. Mr. Wibisono will seek to access Gaza through the Rafah crossing between 
Egypt and the southern Gaza Strip. 
“Despite my best efforts, I have not been granted access by Israel to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory at this time,” Mr. Wibisono said. “I deeply regret not having the 
opportunity to visit the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and to speak face-to-face 
with victims and witnesses of Israel’s alleged violations of international humanitarian and 
human rights law.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15059&LangID
=E  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/assisteddying.html  

 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Proposed Organ and Tissue Donation (Scotland) Bill  (closing date 25 September 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_MembersBills/Organ_Donation_Consultation_Documen
t.pdf 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Complaints Handling and Community Engagement 
Quality Standards (closing date 10 October 2014) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/chce_2014_consultation_index.html  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission call for evidence on religion or belief issues 
(closing date 14 October 2014) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/commission-calls-evidence-religion-or-belief-issues  
 
Statutory register of consultant lobbyists (closing date 17 October 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/353009/14090
9_statutory_register_of_lobbyists_consultation_paper.pdf  
 
Scottish Independence Bill: A consultation on an interim constitution for Scotland 
(closing date 20 October 2014)  
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0045/00452762.pdf 
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