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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Palestinian Authority 
Peter Luff : What assessment she has made of the effectiveness of her Department’s 
support for the Palestinian Authority. [903616] 

The Minister of State, Department for International Development (Mr Alan 
Duncan): The UK is providing effective support for the Palestinian Authority in 
very challenging circumstances. The Palestinian Authority has developed 
institutions to the point where the international community has recognised it as 
technically ready for statehood, and it has made impressive progress in delivering 
improved outcomes in health and education. 

Peter Luff: Having just returned from a Select Committee visit to the Palestinian 
occupied territories and seen the excellent work being done there by the Department, 
may I ask whether the Minister agrees that its work to support the private sector would be 
much more effective if Israel lifted many of its restrictions, which can have nothing to do 
with its essential security, on the freedom of Palestinian business people to develop their 
economy in areas such as the banking sector, water supply, and even 3G telephone 
networks? 

Mr Duncan: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for his appreciation of DFID’s work in 
the occupied Palestinian territories and glad that he and the Committee had such 
a useful visit. Israeli restrictions do tremendous damage to the economy and to 
the living standards of ordinary Palestinians. The simple truth is that they are not 
allowed to develop their banking or information and communications technology 
sectors, or to build even their basic infrastructure. Were these restrictions to be 
lifted, not only would DFID’s work to support the private sector be much more 
effective, but within a relatively short space of time the Palestinians would 
probably not need our aid at all. 

Richard Burden: Is the Minister aware that the World Bank has said that area C of the 
west bank, particularly the Jordan valley, is vital to the future economic viability of a 
Palestinian state? Presumably that is why the Department is looking to fund 
infrastructure projects there. What is his view of the fact that illegal Israeli planning 
restrictions are stopping those infrastructure projects being built, and for how long will the 
Government allow Israel to have a veto over economic development in the west bank? 

Mr Duncan: I fully understand what the hon. Gentleman says. I think the Select 
Committee saw a direct example of the destruction of olive groves when it was 
there.  It  is  essential  that  area  C  is  able,  through  planning  arrangements,  to  
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develop its economy; otherwise there can be no sensible or useful economic 
future in the Palestinian territories. 

Malcolm Bruce: May I confirm what the Minister says—that without access to area C 
there is no future for a two-state solution or for an economically viable Palestine? The 
Palestinian Authority pleaded with us to put all possible pressure on Israel to allow 
access. We met someone from a company who is saying that the cost of land in areas A 
and B is prohibitive and that without access to area C he cannot develop his business. 

Mr Duncan: I fully concur with my right hon. Friend. I hope that a full 
understanding of this can be included in the peace talks that we hope are 
continuing towards a productive and useful conclusion. 

Mark Lazarowicz: What recent representations have the Government made to the Israeli 
authorities about the continued forcible removal of populations, and property 
demolition, in the occupied territories? Yesterday the Foreign Secretary met the Israeli 
Minister for International Relations: was this issue raised with him? 

Mr Duncan: I was also at that meeting, and I can assure the hon. Gentleman that 
we raise such matters regularly. It is essential that some kind of normal activity 
can be permitted in the occupied Palestinian territories; otherwise, as my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Gordon (Sir Malcolm Bruce) said, there will not be a 
two-state solution and there is a danger of permanent conflict and tension. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140409/debtext/14040
9-0001.htm#14040933000020  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Rob Wilson: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what progress 
her Department has made on its programmes in Palestine. [903626] 

Mr Duncan: The UK's bilateral programme in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
is helping to build Palestinian institutions, promote economic growth and support 
the most vulnerable Palestinians. Absent meaningful action from Israel to ease 
movement and access restrictions, however, our progress will always be limited. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140409/text/140409w0
002.htm#1404103000106 
 
 

House of Lords Written Question 

Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what measures are in place to ensure 
that United Kingdom humanitarian aid to Palestine is not diverted to sponsor terrorist 
activities.[HL6437] 

Baroness Northover: DfID has extensive precautions in place to ensure that UK 
money does not support Hamas or other terrorist organisations either directly or 
indirectly, in compliance with UK and EU legislation on terrorist financing. 
Measures include extensive due diligence and fiduciary risk assessments of all 
our partners and an anti-terror clause in all new Memoranda of Understanding. 
We also choose to channel our funds through experienced partners such as UN 
agencies and the World Bank who have a strong system in place to comply with 
this legislation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140409w0001.htm#140
40945000337  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140409/debtext/140409-0001.htm#14040933000020
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) - Country of Concern:  

Corporate Report 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-
territories-opts-country-of-concern/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-
opts-country-of-concern  
 

Update 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-
territories-opts-country-of-concern/israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-
opts-country-of-concern-latest-update-31-march-2014  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
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Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
CCTV and other monitoring and verification methods in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 16 May 2014) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-
verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx

	Contents
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today
	Consultations           ** new or updated today

