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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Slaughterhouses 
Mike Freer: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs if he 
will review the reporting of the mis-stunning of animals before slaughter by the Food 
Standards Agency to ensure that the way in which the data is collected provides as 
accurate a picture as possible of the real situation. [194828] 

George Eustice: Official veterinarians of the Food Standards Agency report 
centrally all cases of non-compliances with the welfare at slaughter regulations. 
This data provides an accurate picture of welfare breaches at slaughterhouses. 
The welfare at time of killing regulations will come into force next month and we 
will keep the effectiveness of monitoring and enforcement at slaughterhouses 
under review. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/text/140408w0
003.htm#14040865000137  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Muslim Brotherhood 
Baroness Falkner of Margravine: To ask Her Majesty’s Government on what basis they 
have established an investigation into the Muslim Brotherhood’s activities in the United 
Kingdom. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): My Lords, the Prime Minister’s decision to commission a review was 
taken on the grounds of national interest against a backdrop of substantial recent 
change, particularly in the Middle East and north Africa. The review will make sure 
that we have a thorough understanding of the Muslim Brotherhood, its impact and 
influence on our national security and interests, and on stability and prosperity in 
the Middle East. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: My noble friend will be aware that the Muslim 
Brotherhood is a pan-Islamic organisation which takes very different forms in different 
countries. If the Government believe that the brotherhood might be involved in violent 
extremism, why do they not use existing counterterrorism laws to prosecute it in the 
courts? If, on the other hand,  this inquiry is being  driven at the behest of Saudi Arabia to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/text/140408w0003.htm#14040865000137
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/text/140408w0003.htm#14040865000137
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discredit the brotherhood, I respectfully suggest to my noble friend that it is the United 
Kingdom’s Government and its foreign policy which risk being discredited, by portraying 
the brotherhood in the eyes of its many Muslim supporters around the world as victims of 
a politically motivated Government acting at the behest of an authoritarian foreign power: 
Saudi Arabia. Can the Minister tell the House whether the results of the inquiry will be 
made public? 

Lord Taylor of Holbeach: My Lords, my Answer made it quite clear that this is 
about the UK’s national interest and the UK Government forming their own view. 
The review will make sure that we have a thorough understanding of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, its impact and influence on our national security and other national 
interests, and on stability and prosperity in the Middle East. We are not talking 
about the view of another Government; we are talking about this Government. 
The review will consult widely with experts, regional Governments, the EU and US 
partners. The UK Government will make up their own mind. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, if press reports are correct, this review is being 
headed by Her Britannic Majesty’s ambassador to Saudi Arabia. Does this not put Sir 
John Jenkins in an extremely invidious position, given that the Government to whom he 
is accredited take every possible step, as the noble Baroness has said, to discredit and 
to destroy the Muslim Brotherhood? 

Lord Taylor of Holbeach: I cannot agree with the noble Lord, although he speaks 
with a great deal of authority. He will know that Sir John Jenkins has been asked 
to lead the review because he is one of our most senior diplomats, with extensive 
knowledge of the Arab world, and his role is to serve Her Majesty’s Government. 
He was not chosen because of his current role as ambassador to Saudi Arabia. 
He is not working alone, and will draw on independent advice from other places. 

Baroness Smith of Basildon: My Lords, the Minister referred to a review, but the Prime 
Minister used the words “an investigation” or “an inquiry”, and there may be some 
difference. It would be helpful if we could have some information on that. Has he taken 
the opportunity to talk about this to the noble Baroness, Lady Warsi, who always 
impresses your Lordships’ House with her knowledge of such issues? A report in the 
Financial Times says that a senior government figure reported on “tensions” between the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Prime Minister’s Office on this, saying: 
“This cuts against what the FCO has already been doing in this area, both domestically 
and in the Middle East. It risks turning supporters of a moderate, non-violent organisation 
that campaigns for democracy into radicals”. 
Is there a tension at the heart of the Government, and is this a review or an 
investigation? 

Lord Taylor of Holbeach: Not at all, my Lords. My noble friend and I are at one 
on the issue. … 

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, can the Minister tell us how many other reviews or 
investigations have been conducted in this manner into groups we have been concerned 
about? I cannot remember that we undertook any reviews or investigations in this 
manner of the groups that we were worried about during the three years that I was a 
Minister. 

Lord Taylor of Holbeach: That was a decision for the previous Government. This 
Government have made up their own mind that they want to know more about the 
Muslim Brotherhood and its influence on politics and groups in this country. I hope 
that noble Lords will understand that this is a British review conducted by the 
British Government. I was asked earlier and did not give an answer—this is 
obviously an internal review for the Government themselves. However, it is 
expected that Sir John Jenkins and the group will want to make some of their 
findings public. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408-
0001.htm#14040852000493 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408-0001.htm#14040852000493
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408-0001.htm#14040852000493
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House of Lords Written Answer 

Food: Halal or Kosher Meat 
Lord Rana: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have to reassure 
consumers, who for religious or other reasons do not wish to consume halal or kosher 
meats, about the provenance of the meat they buy, in the absence of any informative 
labelling as to the method of slaughter used.[HL6221] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Lord De Mauley): The Government is of the view that 
consumers should have the necessary information available to them to make an 
informed choice about their food. Any method of slaughter labelling system needs 
to cover more than just the UK. We are awaiting the results of an European 
Commission study on method-of-slaughter labelling, which is due this summer. 
We will look at possible options in light of that report. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408w0001.htm#140
40853000588  
 
 

HM Passport Office 

Marriage registration guidance 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/marriage-registration-guidance-for-
authorised-persons/marriage-registration-guidance  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Statistical News Release Census 2011: Release 2D – Key results on long-
term health conditions, central heating and deprivation. Release 3C: 
Detailed characteristics on Ethnicity, Identity, Language and Religion in Scotland 
includes: 
Ethnic group by age 
National identity by sex by age 
Country of birth by age 
Language other than English used at home by age 
Ethnic group by religion 
National identity by religion 
Country of birth by ethnic group 
Country of birth by religion 
Country of birth by national identity 
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/news/statistical-news-release-census-2011-release-
2d-%E2%80%93-key-results-long-term-health-conditions 
 
For detailed analysis of the above data see 
 http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ods-web/standard-outputs.html 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408w0001.htm#14040853000588
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Poland 
Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions his Department has had with the Polish government on the return of 
property stolen during World War Two to UK families and heirs of Holocaust victims. 
[194718] 

Mr Lidington: The issue of property restitution was last raised with the Polish 
government in January 2014 during a visit to Poland by Sir Andrew Bums, Special 
Envoy for Post-Holocaust issues to the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague). The Government attaches great importance to supporting the families 
tragically affected by the Holocaust-including on the issue of property restitution. 
Sir Andrew Burns will continue to fulfil his mandate to raise concerns such as 
compensation and redress with governments in countries including Poland, at 
every opportunity. We remain hopeful that the Polish Government will revive 
legislation and we will continue to encourage them to do so-including through our 
embassy in Warsaw. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/text/140408w0
001.htm#14040865000047 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Peter Bone: What is the Foreign Secretary’s view of the bizarre situation in which this 
country pays overseas aid to the Palestinian Authority, which uses it to pay salaries to 
the families of convicted terrorists in Israel? 

Hugh Robertson: As the Foreign Secretary has made clear, at the moment the 
entire and sole focus of our policy on Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories has to be to get behind the peace process led by John Kerry. Once that 
process has been concluded—I hope successfully—there will be an opportunity to 
look at all these issues afresh. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/debtext/14040
8-0001.htm#14040849000032  

 
Israel 

Ann McKechin: What recent assessment [the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs] has made of progress in peace negotiations between Israel and 
Palestine. [903585] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): In the past few days, I have discussed progress with Secretary Kerry and 
President Abbas, and I will speak to my Israeli counterparts in the coming days. 
Secretary Kerry’s tireless efforts provide an unparalleled opportunity to achieve a 
two-state solution. I urge both parties to show the bold leadership needed to 
resolve this conflict once and for all. 

Ann McKechin: I certainly welcome the information provided by the Foreign Secretary, 
but  he will be  aware of press  stories  that the  latest  report by  the  European  heads of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/text/140408w0001.htm#14040865000047
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/text/140408w0001.htm#14040865000047
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/debtext/140408-0001.htm#14040849000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/debtext/140408-0001.htm#14040849000032
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mission in East Jerusalem states that Israeli policies in Jerusalem are aimed at 
“cementing its unilateral and illegal annexation of East Jerusalem”, with an 
unprecedented surge in settlement activity. Does the Foreign Secretary concur with that 
view and, if so, what is he doing to ensure the future of Jerusalem as a shared capital as 
part of the negotiations? 

Mr Hague: Jerusalem, as a shared capital, is part of what we believe is a 
characteristic of achieving a two-state solution, along with a solution based on 
1967 borders, with agreed land swaps and with a just, fair and agreed settlement 
for refugees. It is vital that that possibility is kept open. That is why so many of us 
on all sides of the House have voiced such strong disapproval of settlements on 
occupied land, which are illegal. We make that point regularly to the Israelis—
indeed, I will do so to an Israeli Minister this afternoon—and we urge them to take 
the opportunity of peace. 

Matthew Offord: Last December, the Foreign Secretary said that the British Government 
have been “clear to the Palestinians that there is no alternative to negotiations” and that 
“we oppose unilateral measures”. What representation has he made to the Palestinian 
Authority following its return to unilateral actions last week, in violation of its commitment 
to abstain for the duration of direct peace talks? 

Mr Hague: I called President Abbas last Thursday to repeat our view that the only 
chance of achieving a viable and sovereign Palestinian state is through 
negotiations. President Abbas assured me that he remains committed to 
negotiations, so we will continue to encourage him and Israeli leaders to make a 
success—even at this stage—of this opportunity. 

Louise Ellman: It is essential that both sides return to negotiations and that they 
recognise that they will both have to make great compromises to secure a negotiated 
peace. Does the Foreign Secretary believe that the Palestinian leadership has been 
preparing the Palestinians for peace when terrorists freed by Israel have been welcomed 
in the Palestinian Authority as heroes? A broadcast by Palestinian Authority TV has 
honoured Dalal Mughrabi, who was responsible for a hijacking in which 37 Israeli 
citizens, including 12 children, were killed. 

Mr Hague: Prisoner releases are always controversial in a peace process, as we 
know well in our own country, but I absolutely regard President Abbas, the leader 
of the Palestinians, as a man of peace, and I pay tribute to the bold leadership 
that he has shown on these issues in recent months. As the hon. Lady has just 
heard, I have urged him to continue with that, and we must focus on that point. 

Ian Lucas: What is Government policy on Palestine applying as a state to be a member 
of international political or cultural organisations? 

Mr Hague: Last week, President Abbas signed and submitted letters of accession 
to 15 conventions, including the fourth Geneva convention. No decision is 
imminent or necessary at the moment on these things, and given that our focus is 
on urging both Palestinians and Israelis to make a success of the negotiations, I 
do not believe that it would be wise for us or other countries to pass judgment on 
those applications now. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/debtext/14040
8-0001.htm#14040849000028  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Mr Winnick: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
the UK's policy is on the intention of the Palestinian Liberation Organisation to seek 
official recognition from UN bodies; and if he will make a statement. [195175] 

Hugh Robertson:  We would ultimately like to see a Palestinian state represented  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/debtext/140408-0001.htm#14040849000028
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/debtext/140408-0001.htm#14040849000028
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throughout all the organs of the United Nations. At this stage, we continue to 
believe that negotiations are the only route to ending the occupation once and for 
all. We urge all parties to focus on achieving that goal. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/text/140408w0
001.htm#14040865000046  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had with 
Israel and Palestine about the consequences of the failure of the current negotiations to 
make substantial progress by the end of April. 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My 
Lords, we have made clear to both parties that the current negotiations represent 
a unique opportunity to achieve a just and lasting solution to the conflict. As the 
Prime Minister said during his recent visit to the region, we need to keep our eyes 
firmly fixed on the prize of peace: a secure Israel safe inside her borders and a 
state of Palestine living alongside, with all the benefits that that would bring. 

Lord Hylton: Is it not shameful that, 40 years after the last international war in the region 
and 20 years after the Oslo agreements, there is still no final status agreement? Will the 
Government insist that the Government of Israel make their own proposals for ending the 
blockade of Gaza and the military and colonial occupation of the West Bank, otherwise 
world opinion will insist on boycott, disinvestment and sanctions? Will Europe and the 
Middle East use their economic power to counterbalance the huge strength of Israel? Will 
Her Majesty’s Government discuss this urgently? 

Baroness Warsi: I know the noble Lord has written to me on a number of 
occasions in relation to this matter. Like him and all Members of this House, I 
would like the Middle East peace process resolved. We would like to see a secure 
Israel living alongside a secure and viable Palestinian state. We continue to urge 
that negotiations are the best route to achieve a solution that ends the conflict 
once and for all. Secretary Kerry’s tireless efforts provide a real opportunity to 
achieve that goal. Therefore, we are urging both parties to show the leadership 
that is needed to seize this moment. 

Lord Phillips of Sudbury: Does my noble friend accept that the negotiations are 
doomed, and that Mr Netanyahu and his Cabinet know that they are doomed, so long as 
Israel goes on colonising the West Bank illegally and relentlessly? Is that not the reality, 
and what are we going to do about it? 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, the situation on the ground continues to change. That 
is why I have stood at this Dispatch Box on a number of occasions over the past 
12 months and said that this provides a unique opportunity to try to make 
progress. We support the discussions that Secretary Kerry is leading, and we 
urge both sides, who have said that they are still prepared to talk, to get back to 
the table to try to achieve a resolution. 

Lord Wood of Anfield: What explanation have Her Majesty’s Government received from 
the Israeli Government about why they did not release the fourth group of Palestinian 
prisoners last week? 

Baroness Warsi: The noble Lord will be aware that this was the fourth tranche of 
the prisoner releases that were agreed last year. The first three have taken place; 
the fourth has been delayed. The noble Lord will be aware that there is a 
difference of opinion about how these matters are seen. Israel felt that these 
prisoner releases were directly linked to the peace talks. The Palestinians 
believed that they  were directly  linked to no further action at the UN.  Clearly, the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/text/140408w0001.htm#14040865000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/text/140408w0001.htm#14040865000046
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discussions that took place at that stage were vague. I take comfort from both 
parties having indicated that they are prepared to come back to the negotiating 
table because that is where progress will be made. 

Lord Leigh of Hurley: My Lords, does the Minister agree that unilateral Palestinian 
action at the UN and other international organisations has been very counterproductive? 
Does she agree that it is surprising that the EU has not used further efforts to bring Mr 
Abbas back to the table, given the €5.6 billion in aid that has gone to the Palestinian 
Authority in the past 10 years? 

Baroness Warsi: It is not the Government’s decision to be taking sides in this 
matter. There have been counterproductive actions on both sides. There are 
things that both sides agreed to that have not been delivered. That is why we are 
stressing, once again, that they need to get back to the negotiating table because 
that is the only place where a long, true settlement will be made. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, I thank the Minister for her written response to a 
question I asked in a recent debate about demolitions and settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. Did the Prime Minister raise these questions with Mr Netanyahu 
when he visited Israel? If he did, what was Mr Netanyahu’s justification for continuing 
these illegal breaches of Palestinian human rights? 

Baroness Warsi: The issue of human rights was raised by my right honourable 
friend the Prime Minister on his visit to Israel and the Occupied Territories in mid-
March. I do not know what the response was. If I get it, I will write to the noble 
Lord. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, it is extremely unfortunate, if unsurprising, that the talks seem 
to be breaking down. Instead of the blame game that will undoubtedly follow, with the 
Palestinians blaming the Israelis for not releasing prisoners and continuing to build on the 
West Bank, and Israel accusing the Palestinians of going to the UN before they have 
agreed to go and not agreeing that the Jewish state exists, should we not be thinking of a 
plan B? Are the Government thinking of any advice they can give to both parties to bring 
them to some sort of agreement, at least in the interim? 

Baroness Warsi: My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to 
President Abbas last week, and is hoping to speak to the Israelis later this week. 
There has been an unprecedented EU package, in which we have played a part, 
which is on the table—socially, economically, politically and developmentally—if 
this peace deal were to be reached. That is why we keep stressing to both parties 
that this is not about the blame game; I agree with the noble Lord. This is about 
continuing to support a process which, at this stage, is still on the table. 

Lord Hussain: Since the resumption of talks between the Palestinians and Israelis last 
year, how many times have the Government of Israel announced new settlements in the 
occupied areas? How is that helping the negotiations? 

Baroness Warsi: There have been further settlement announcements since 
negotiations resumed last year: first, on 8 August last year, secondly on 30 
October, thirdly on 3 November and then on 6 January this year. As I said, this is 
not an issue of playing the blame game. Both sides are doing things that were not 
agreed to, which is why we want them to get back to the negotiating table and do 
what was agreed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408-
0001.htm#14040852000492 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the impact of the proximity of Israeli settlements and refugee camps on the number of 
children’s injuries in those areas.[HL6428] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408-0001.htm#14040852000492
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408-0001.htm#14040852000492
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The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government has not made any assessment of this issue. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the different types of live ammunition, such as bullets which splinter on impact, 
currently used by the Israel Defence Force in the Occupied Territories.[HL6429] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government has not carried out any assessment on this 
issue. However, our Ambassador to Tel Aviv did raise the issue of the Israel 
Defence Force use of live fire with the Israeli National Security Adviser on 23 
March 2014. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the concerns of Jewish diaspora groups such as Yachad, regarding Israel’s adherence 
to the norms of international law.[HL6432] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government has not made any assessment of this issue. 
However, the UK has repeatedly urged Israel to respect its obligations under 
international law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408w0001.htm#140
40853000603 
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had with 
the Arab League about its support for the position taken by Mahmoud Abbas that not to 
recognise Israel as a Jewish State is a pre condition for continuing negotiations for a two-
state solution.[HL6441] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government has not had discussions with the Arab League on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408w0001.htm#140
40853000604 
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have held 
with their European partners concerning the role of Marwan Barghouti in respect of 
uniting Palestinian factions; and how they assess the possibility of his release from 
prison.[HL6430] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government has not had any discussions with our European partners on the issue 
of Marwan Barghouti. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408w0001.htm#140
40853000611  
 

Terrorism 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their assessment of the 
recent increase in terrorist activity by Islamic Jihad and the al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigade in 
Jenin.[HL6436] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government has not made an assessment of this issue, but we are concerned 
that any further escalation in violence in either Gaza or the West bank could 
undermine the peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140408w0001.htm#140
40853000622  

TOP 
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Freedom of Religion 
Rushanara Ali: What recent assessment [the Minister of State for the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office] has made of respect for freedom of religion or belief worldwide 
and how it can be improved. [903579] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Hugh Robertson): 
The Foreign Office addresses freedom of religion or belief across the world 
through our bilateral relationships, through multilateral organisations, such as the 
United Nations, and through the Foreign Secretary’s human rights advisory group. 
… 

Peter Bone: In the middle east, with the exception of Israel where there is a lot of 
freedom of religion and the Christian community has increased by 1,000% since the state 
of Israel came into being, there is a lack of freedom of religion. What are the Government 
attempting to do to resolve that? 

Hugh Robertson: Not least in response to concerns expressed across the House 
through the Foreign Office’s mail bag and at Question Time, we have made a 
priority of visiting religious leaders throughout the middle east during visits. 
Recently, I have seen the Copts in Egypt and the Catholic community in Jordan, 
and called in at the Holy See when I was in Rome for the Libya conference, to 
speak to them about their concerns. … 

Bob Blackman: Over the past 50 years the Jewish population in Arab countries has 
shrunk by 836,000 people, who are all refugees. At the same time there are some 
836,000 Palestinian refugees. What is my right hon. Friend’s reaction to the fact that 
more than $2 billion has been spent supporting the Palestinian refugees, but zero on 
Israeli refugees? 

Hugh Robertson: Our allocations in this area are driven by need. I thank my hon. 
Friend for the various pieces of literature that he has provided to me, which I will 
follow up separately. There is a straightforward assessment of need. The situation 
of refugees, not only Jewish, not only Palestinian, across the middle east, 
particularly in Jordan and Lebanon—it is worth reminding the House that we have 
these questions at a time when the millionth Syrian refugee has arrived in Beirut—
is a matter that we are addressing as a priority. 

Douglas Alexander: As we approach Easter, we know that millions of Christians across 
the world will be prevented from celebrating or will risk persecution for doing so. New 
research by the Pew research centre suggests that persecution of people who practise 
their religion increased in almost every major region of the world in recent years. In the 
light of such concerning reports, what specific steps are the UK Government taking as a 
member of the United Nations Human Rights Council to ensure that tackling the 
persecution of Christians and promoting freedom of religion is a key priority? 

Hugh Robertson: That is a good question. As I said in my original answer, the 
Foreign Office picks up the issue through bilateral relationships with the countries 
concerned, through the multilateral institutions and through the Foreign 
Secretary’s human rights advisory group. This is an issue that we will concentrate 
on over the period. The reaction that we have had across the House and from 
those with whom we have had contact indicates that this is a serious issue and it 
is one that we will take seriously. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140408/debtext/14040
8-0001.htm#14040849000023 

TOP 
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 10

 

 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
CCTV and other monitoring and verification methods in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 16 May 2014) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-
verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/140122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-CCTV-and-other-monitoring-and-verification-methods-in-slaughterhouses.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-memory-alive
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx
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