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Home Affairs 

Supreme Court 

Kennedy (Appellant) v The Charity Commission (Respondent) [2014] UKSC 20  
The appellant … made a request to the Charity Commission … for disclosure of 
information concerning three inquiries conducted by the Charity Commission between 
2003 and 2005 into the ‘Mariam Appeal’, which was launched by Mr George Galloway in 
connection with the sanctions imposed on Iraq following the first Gulf War. The Charity 
Commission refused Mr Kennedy’s request …The Court of Appeal, overturning the 
decision of the Information Tribunal, held that the absolute exemption applied and 
dismissed Mr Kennedy’s request. … 
As a matter of ordinary statutory construction, section 32(2) of the FOIA imposes an 
absolute exemption from disclosure that lasts until the relevant information is destroyed 
or for up to 30 (or in future 20) years under the Public Records Act 1958 … 
Mr Kennedy is not assisted by his reliance on the Convention as, in respect of his ability 
to obtain information, the Charities Act 1993 and the common law put Mr Kennedy in no 
less favourable position than he would be in if article 10 of the Convention were engaged  
… In any event, article 10 does not impose a freestanding positive duty of disclosure on 
public authorities … 
To read the full press release see 
http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0122_PressSummary.pdf 
 
To read the full judgment see 
http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0122_Judgment.pdf  
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Holocaust 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Spoliation Advisory Panel rules on return of Constable painting 
The Spoliation Advisory Panel has published a report on a claim against the Tate Gallery 
for the return of an oil painting ‘Beaching a Boat, Brighton’ by John Constable. After 
careful  consideration  the  Panel’s  opinion was that the  claim was  sufficiently  strong to  
 

http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0122_PressSummary.pdf
http://supremecourt.uk/decided-cases/docs/UKSC_2012_0122_Judgment.pdf
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warrant a return of the painting by the Tate in accordance with the provisions of the 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Act 2009. 
The Panel concluded that it is likely that the Painting was in the ownership of a 
Hungarian art collector in 1944 at the time when the Germans invaded Hungary and that 
it was taken in the course of antisemitic persecution of the collector and his family by the 
German occupying forces. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-rules-on-return-of-
constable-painting  
 
Report of the Spoliation Advisory Panel in respect of an oil painting by John 
Constable, ‘Beaching a Boat, Brighton’, now in the possession of the Tate Gallery 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/297686/H
C_1016_Spoilation_Accessible.pdf 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what assessment he has made of the effect of the proposed new settlement in 
Hebron on the freedom of movement and human rights of the local Palestinian 
population; [192705] 
(2) what assessment he has made of the potential effect of the proposed new settlement 
in Hebron on peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians; [192706] 
(3) what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on potential new settlements 
in Hebron; [192707] 
(4) what discussions he has had with his counterparts in other EU member states on 
potential new settlements in Hebron. [192708] 

Hugh Robertson: Our ambassador to Tel Aviv has raised our strong concerns 
over the recent verdict by the Israeli Supreme Court on the “House of Contention” 
in Hebron with the Israeli Ministry of Justice, in line with the UK's clear and long-
standing position on the illegality of all settlements. The UK considers that 
settlements undermine trust, prospects for peace and the viability of the two-state 
solution. We regularly discuss the issue of settlements with our EU partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/text/140325w0
002.htm#14032591000077   
 

Palestinians 
Mr Burrowes: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assistance his Department has given to the Palestinian Authority in tackling incitement in 
the Palestinian Territories. [R] [192588] 

Hugh Robertson: The UK regularly condemns incitement and we register our 
concerns with both the Israeli and Palestinian authorities. We encourage both 
sides to do more to promote a culture of tolerance and to prepare their 
populations for peace. We warmly welcome a recent agreement to re-form a 
trilateral committee, involving Israel, the Palestinian Authority and the US, to 
prevent incitement. 

Mr Burrowes: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations he has made to the  Palestinian  Authority on recent comments by senior  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-rules-on-return-of-constable-painting
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/spoliation-advisory-panel-rules-on-return-of-constable-painting
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/297686/HC_1016_Spoilation_Accessible.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/297686/HC_1016_Spoilation_Accessible.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/text/140325w0002.htm#14032591000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/text/140325w0002.htm#14032591000077
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Fatah official Abbas Zaki who said God will assemble Jews to be killed by Palestinians. 
[R] [192619] 

Hugh Robertson: We have not made representations to the Palestinian Authority 
about comments made by Abbas Zaki. We deplore all incitement to violence and 
continually urge the leadership of both the Palestinian and Israeli authorities to 
avoid engaging in, or encouraging, the type of action and language which will 
make it more difficult to achieve a peaceful negotiated solution to the conflict. 

Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the Palestinian Authority's adherence to its 
Road Map commitment to end incitement against Israel. [192717] 

Hugh Robertson: We deplore all incitement to violence and continually urge the 
leadership on both sides to avoid engaging in, or encouraging, the type of action 
and language which will make it more difficult to achieve a peaceful negotiated 
solution to the conflict. We consider that the Palestinian Authority under President 
Abbas and Prime Minister Hamdallah has demonstrated genuine commitment to 
non-violence and a negotiated two-state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/text/140325w0
002.htm#14032591000078  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning a shoot-to-kill policy towards civilians and 
suspected militants.[HL5980] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): It is not 
our assessment that Israel has a policy of shooting to kill. 

The Lord Bishop of Truro: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the potential impact the recent approval of building permits for 558 new 
units in East Jerusalem, in Har Homa, Neve Yaakov and Pisgat Zeev on (1) the 
prospects of Jerusalem becoming the capital of two states, and (2) the territorial 
contiguity between East Jerusalem and the southern West Bank.[HL6061] 

Baroness Warsi: The Prime Minister, my Rt Hon. Friend the Member for Witney 
(Mr Cameron), raised the issue of settlements during his visit to Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories between 13-14 March. Our Ambassador to Tel 
Aviv has reinforced our concerns over plans to expand Israeli settlements in and 
around East Jerusalem repeatedly at the highest levels. 
These plans, if implemented, would undermine the territorial contiguity between 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank and a two state solution with Jerusalem as a 
shared capital. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140325w0001.htm#140
32572000256  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/text/140325w0002.htm#14032591000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140325/text/140325w0002.htm#14032591000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140325w0001.htm#14032572000256
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140325w0001.htm#14032572000256
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Charity Pulse 2014 (11 April 2014) 
http://bird-song.co.uk/charity-pulse-2014/  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
 
Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill (closing date 6 June 2014) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/74417.aspx 
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