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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Faith Schools 
Bob Stewart: To ask the Secretary of State for Education what steps he plans to take to 
stop faith schools redacting questions from national exam papers. [190626] 

Elizabeth Truss: This is a matter for Ofqual, the Office of Qualifications and 
Examinations Regulation and I have asked its Chief Executive, Glenys Stacey to 
write directly to my hon. Friend. A copy of her reply will be placed in the House 
Library. 

Dr Offord: To ask the Secretary of State for Education whether he plans to renew 
Government funding for security at Jewish faith schools after 2015; and if he will make a 
statement. [191042] 

Mr Laws: We will carefully review this issue in the spring. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140312/text/140312w0
002.htm#14031286000105  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House or Commons Written Answer 

Overseas Trade: Israel 
Neil Parish: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what the 
value of bilateral trade between the UK and Israel was in 2013. [190610] 
Michael Fallon: Data on the total value of UK trade in goods and services with Israel will 
be published for 2013 by the Office for National Statistics in October 2014. 

For goods alone, the value of exports was £1.4 billion in 2013, and the value of 
imports was £1.9 billion. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140312/text/140312w0
001.htm#14031286000083  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140312/text/140312w0002.htm#14031286000105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140312/text/140312w0002.htm#14031286000105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140312/text/140312w0001.htm#14031286000083
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140312/text/140312w0001.htm#14031286000083
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they have any plans to 
make grants to high-technology companies in Israel conditional on their not being located 
within West Bank settlements.[HL5774] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The Government does not offer grants to high-technology companies in Israel that 
are located within West Bank settlements. The guidance to British businesses on 
the Israel Overseas Business Risk section of the UK Trade and Industry website 
says that: “there are clear risks related to economic and financial activities in the 
settlements, and we do not encourage or offer support to such activity.” 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140312w0001.htm#140
31270000271  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent discussions they have 
held with the government of Israel concerning the future of Gaza; and whether they have 
any plans to take action to avert the impact on living conditions in the Gaza Strip of 
environmental pollution.[HL5777] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv most recently raised our concerns over Gaza with 
the Israeli National Security Advisor on 13 February. As well as our diplomatic 
efforts, the UK is providing practical assistance to the people of Gaza. The 
Department for International Development (DFID) supports the Palestinian 
Authority and the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to provide basic 
services, such as education and health, to the people of Gaza. DFID also funds 
the UN Access Coordination Unit to facilitate the transfer of vital humanitarian 
assistance, including medical equipment and supplies. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140312w0001.htm#140
31270000267  
 
 

Downing Street 

Prime Minister welcomes £70 million Israeli investment in UK following visit 
Prime Minister David Cameron has welcomed more than £70 million of investment into 
the UK following his visit with Trade and Investment Minister Lord Livingston to Israel and 
the Palestinian Territories. The investment, which will create hundreds of UK jobs, 
included: 
 a £50 million commitment by Israel’s Noy Infrastructure and Energy Investment Fund 

to the UK’s renewable energy sector 
 a £12 million investment by Israeli pharma company Teva in clinical development in 

the UK and a pledge of an additional £600,000 to support research into dementia, re-
affirming support to the Prime Minister’s Dementia Challenge 

 a £10 million investment by Israel-based AposTherapy in the UK in the next 3 years, 
creating hundreds of UK jobs 

… Lord Livingston said: These announcements are testament to how the UK and Israel 
work successfully together. UK exports have grown steadily and we are now the third 
largest exporter to Israel and there are now over 250 Israeli companies operating in the 
UK. … 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140312w0001.htm#14031270000271
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140312w0001.htm#14031270000271
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140312w0001.htm#14031270000267
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140312w0001.htm#14031270000267
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To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-welcomes-70-million-israeli-
investment-in-uk-following-visit  
 
David Cameron and Benjamin Netanyahu press conference 
Benjamin Netanyahu: … We must have a peace in which territories adjacent to Israel 
are not used as launching grounds for rockets and missiles against the Jewish state. 
Secondly, we must make sure that the backer of these terrorists, Iran, doesn’t have 
nuclear weapons and nuclear tipped missiles. Today, we are the targets, but with the 
ICBMs that they are developing London would be in range. Washington would be in 
range. In fact, the whole world can be in range. …  
David Cameron: … Can I first of all join you in condemning, unreservedly, the rocket 
attacks from Gaza onto your country? These are indiscriminate attacks aimed at 
population centres, and that tells you everything about the despicable and wicked people 
carrying out these attacks. We condemn them utterly. They do, as you said, underline the 
importance of guaranteeing Israel’s security. And any 2-state solution has to have, at its 
heart, the guarantee of Israel’s safety and security and the security of your people. … 
… we oppose …  – and will continue to oppose – boycotts of Israel. …  
I haven’t come to Israel to offer lectures to anyone. Peace processes differ depending on 
the situation, but from Northern Ireland I believe that we have learnt something about 
what it can take to get peace after years of conflict and division. …  

 

Question: … Should the Palestinians recognise Israel as a Jewish state? 
David Cameron: … To me, Israel is and will always be the homeland for the Jewish 
people. That is what the state of Israel was all about and is all about. … 

 

Question: … What have you actually done today to try to persuade Israel to sign up to 
Senator Kerry’s proposals? You also, as you say, oppose any boycott of Israeli goods. …  
if so, why is the British government in the form of the UKTI still on its website warning 
British firms not to invest in settlements in the West Bank? … 
David Cameron: … I think sometimes we get lost in the process, and who’s up and 
who’s down, and who’s given this concession or that concession. And sometimes we can 
fail to get our eyes fixed firmly on the prize of what this is all about: a secure Israel safe 
inside her borders, her people safe, and a state of Palestine alongside as a good 
neighbour, with all of the liberation – economically, and in terms of security – that would 
bring. … 

 

Question: … the Prime Minister the other day said that the international community are 
working with double standards, negotiating with Iran but then again condemning any 
Israeli new housing of any new balcony in Jerusalem, as the Prime Minister put it. Do you 
agree that it is a double standard …  
David Cameron: … We are not negotiating with Iran because we approve of the Iranian 
regime or because we approve of what Iran does in arming enemies of Israel, of course 
not. We are negotiating with Iran purely and simply because we want to deliver an Iran 
that doesn’t have access to nuclear weapons. … 
… we believe that settlement activity has to stop. We don’t believe that because we are 
somehow against Israel, quite the opposite; we think the problem with the settlement 
activity is it makes a 2-state solution more difficult to achieve, and we believe it’s in the 
long-term interests of Israel and the long-term interests of the Palestinian people to 
achieve that 2-state solution. … 

 

Question: … given today’s rocket attacks and the sheer number of red lines from both 
the Israeli and the Palestinian side, aren’t hopes of a peace agreement really fading at 
the moment? … 
David Cameron: … I think you’ve got 2 leaders in Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
President Abbas who are prepared to take difficult decisions. You’ve got 2 peoples who I 
think overwhelmingly support the idea of a 2-state solution. And you’ve got a world 
standing behind the Israeli  and  the  Palestinian  people  in  making  these  steps,  which  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-welcomes-70-million-israeli-investment-in-uk-following-visit
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/prime-minister-welcomes-70-million-israeli-investment-in-uk-following-visit
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would transform this region and would do a huge amount to improve the security and 
stability of this region and the world. … 
Benjamin Netanyahu: … There are many concessions that will be involved by both 
sides, inevitably, if we actually agree, get to a negotiation and a final settlement. But 
there’s 1 thing I will never compromise on, and that’s Israel security. David, you visited 
today Yad Vashem, the Holocaust memorial. I think there are 2 great things that come 
out of that experience. The first is to always remember those who perished; never forget 
that. But the second is to make sure that the Jewish people are never defenceless again. 
That is my responsibility. … 
That’s why we have to make sure that those terrorists don’t have the weapons or the 
launching grounds to launch at us. That’s why we have to make sure that Iran, who 
goads them, constructs them, arms them and finances them, doesn’t get the weapon – 
the ultimate weapon – of terror, the weapons of mass death: nuclear weapons. That is 
my ultimate charge and my ultimate responsibility. It’s to make sure that we don’t have 
any more Holocaust museums. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/david-cameron-and-benjamin-netanyahu-
press-conference  
 
 

European Union 

Statement by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton on rocket attacks from 
Gaza  
The High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
and Vice President of the Commission, issued the following statement today: "I strongly 
condemn the recent rocket attacks on Israel, for which the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, 
which is listed by the EU as a terrorist organization, has claimed responsibility. There can 
be absolutely no justification for the deliberate targeting of innocent civilians, and I call for 
an immediate end to such acts.  
The European Union, recalling its support to the consolidation of the ceasefire of 21 
November 2012, urges maximum restraint in order to prevent a further escalation and 
calls for an end to all violence.  
The situation in the Gaza Strip, including the deteriorating humanitarian conditions, 
underlines once more the urgent need to bring a solution to the conflict. The on-going 
negotiations are a unique opportunity to move towards a two-state solution so that 
Israelis and Palestinians can finally live in peace and security. In this context, I also 
regret the recent incidents that led to the loss of life in the West Bank. The European 
Union will continue to work with all those with influence to achieve a peaceful solution." 
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140313_03_en.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban strongly deplores latest rocket attacks on Israel from Gaza 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon strongly condemned today’s multiple 
rocket attacks from Gaza against Israel, for which Islamic Jihad has claimed 
responsibility. 
While the extent of damage and injuries caused is still being assessed, the UN chief, in a 
statement issued by his spokesperson in New York, urged all actors to exercise 
maximum restraint to prevent further incidents that could “bring greater escalation and 
destabilization instability in the region.” 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47341&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UyH7-
ueSwbc 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/david-cameron-and-benjamin-netanyahu-press-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/david-cameron-and-benjamin-netanyahu-press-conference
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140313_03_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7523
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47341&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UyH7-ueSwbc
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47341&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UyH7-ueSwbc
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Friends of the Earth International 

Environmental Nakba 
www.foei.org/en/resources/publications/pdfs/2013/environmental-nakba-environmental-
injustice-and-violations-of-the-israeli-occupation-of-palestine.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Christianity 
Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
if he will make lessening the persecution of Christians worldwide a key part of his foreign 
policy. [190869] 

Mr Lidington: The promotion and protection of the right to freedom of religion or 
belief is a key priority for this Government. Lessening the persecution of 
Christians is a fundamental part of this policy. We regularly raise our concerns 
about the persecution of Christians with other countries either bilaterally, with EU 
partners or in multilateral fora. 
Last November Senior Minister of State, my noble friend the right hon. Baroness 
Warsi gave a speech in Washington stressing the need for an international 
response to the rising tide of religious persecution of Christians and other religious 
minorities. We believe that the best way to combat the persecution of Christians is 
by adopting a cross-faith approach. History points to the fact that intolerance is 
only defeated when we come together across divides and argue for the case of 
freedom for all. Building on the Washington Speech, Baroness Warsi will host a 
conference later this year focusing on promoting the benefits of religious 
pluralism, responsible media reporting and better practical projects, as well as 
encouraging countries to protect this fundamental, yet threatened, human right. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140312/text/140312w0
001.htm#14031286000039  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 

http://www.foei.org/en/resources/publications/pdfs/2013/environmental-nakba-environmental-injustice-and-violations-of-the-israeli-occupation-of-palestine.pdf
http://www.foei.org/en/resources/publications/pdfs/2013/environmental-nakba-environmental-injustice-and-violations-of-the-israeli-occupation-of-palestine.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140312/text/140312w0001.htm#14031286000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140312/text/140312w0001.htm#14031286000039
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
New rules on non-party campaigning (14 March 2014) 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZVF7ZW  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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