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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Faith Schools 
Mr Sheerman: To ask the Secretary of State for Education if he will review his 
Department's guidance on school uniform in religion-specific schools to exclude items of 
clothing of religious significance so that they remain the right of the child to wear or not to 
wear. [189590] 
Mr Laws: There are no plans to review the school uniform guidance at this time. 

In September 2013 we published clear guidance to all schools, including 
academies and free schools, on developing a school uniform policy. This advises 
schools of the need to have regard to their obligations under equalities legislation, 
and to act sensibly and fairly in the interests of their students. 
We expect schools to take a flexible approach and be willing to consider 
reasonable requests to vary their uniform policy to accommodate individual pupils' 
beliefs. We would encourage any parents who have concerns about the uniform 
policy at their child's school to raise them first with the school, including through 
the school's published complaints procedure where appropriate. 
The guidance can be found here: www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-
uniform 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140304/text/140304w0
003.htm#1403059000006  
 
 

Skills Funding Agency 

Religion and belief in adult learning - learner views 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/286658/Re
ligion_and_Belief_report.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
T6. [902814] Seema Malhotra: Following the Israeli Prime Minister’s visit to Washington 
this week, will Ministers give their assessment of the progress of the Kerry talks between 
Israel and Palestine towards achieving a two-state solution and, especially, regarding 
illegal settlements? 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Hugh Robertson): 
There remains, I hope, healthy optimism that something positive will come out of 
the Kerry process. I think Members on both sides of the House will commend the 
energy that the United States Secretary of State has brought to the issue. He 
hopes to agree outline terms by the end of March, and at that stage we will be in a 
much better position to see how we might take the process forward. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140304/debtext/14030
4-0001.htm#14030451000019  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Thirsting for Justice 
includes: 
17.05  Claudia Beamish: … During operation cast lead in 2009, more than 30km of 
water infrastructure was damaged or destroyed by the Israeli military. The United Nations 
fact-finding mission on the Gaza conflict—the Goldstone report—deemed that 
destruction “deliberate and systematic”. Most of the infrastructure has not yet been 
repaired because of a lack of access to spare parts, which is partly due to the blockade. 
… 
Thirsting for justice on water issues is of course symbolic of a political thirsting for justice. 
… we must send a clear message today … that the time has come for a just solution for 
the people in the occupied territories and for the exiles across the world. … 

 

17.13  John Finnie: … What the Israeli defence people call operation pillar of defence, 
the Palestinians call the eight-day war … 
During the assault, the Israeli defence force attacked a police station that was beside one 
of the food distribution points. It is a damning indictment on the world that 80 per cent of 
the population relies on aid. …  

 

17.17  Elaine Smith: … With Israel trying to blame the victims for their plight, with the 
International community largely deferring to the wishes of Israel & her supporters & 
taking no effective action to protect the Palestinian people … 
One of the problems in and outside the Parliament is that, when we try to discuss human 
rights abuses in Palestine, there can be a charge of anti-Semitism. That is an unfair 
accusation, and it may well be levelled to try to stop the plight of the Palestinians being 
debated and highlighted. …  

 

17.27  Malcolm Chisholm: … in relation to Gaza’s water situation, the extreme negative 
impact of the on-going blockade and military action cannot be overlooked, because it 
constantly undermines any chance of rebuilding. … diplomatic efforts to address this 
inequality through a joint water committee have failed because Israel has the power to 
veto any development that it deems to be inappropriate. It is, in effect, allowed to 
perpetuate the situation. …  

 

17.30  John Lamont: … Israel provides more fresh water to the Palestinians than was 
agreed under the Oslo accords. That amount is set to rise by another 50 per cent in the 
light of  the  deal  that  was  struck in December  between Israel, Palestine  and  Jordan. I  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140304/debtext/140304-0001.htm#14030451000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140304/debtext/140304-0001.htm#14030451000019
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suggest that the real issue is Palestinian mismanagement. Even the Palestinian Water 
Authority estimates that at least 33 per cent of its water is wasted due to leakage, 
mismanagement, defective maintenance and old infrastructure. …  
Since the Israeli and Egyptian blockade, Gaza has not had sufficient fuel to sustain its 
electricity supply and to keep its water and sewage facilities running. The Hamas 
Government refuses to buy alternative fuels, because the taxes would go to the rival 
Fatah-controlled Palestinian Authority. It also refuses to pay the Israel Electric 
Corporation, to the tune of $175 million. …  
The anti-Israeli movement states that Israel’s refusal to grant the necessary permits or 
military security clearance is behind the lack of sanitation and waste-water treatment 
facilities. However, Israel has publicly supported the construction of desalination plants in 
Gaza and is willing to provide its skills for the project, but Hamas rejects Israeli offers of 
assistance.  … 

 

17.40  Jim Hume: … I will end with by quoting a young woman … When an old man dies 
of old age, the grandchild asks, “Who shelled him?” When people are choosing a school, 
they pick the one nearest to the house because the shelling risk is lower. At age five or 
under, the kids can name the type of plane that is flying above them or say whether the 
sound made by a rocket comes from one that is falling towards them or one that has 
been launched away from them. … we Palestinians have also learned that sixty three 
years of struggle are too precious to waste.” …  

 

17.45  Cara Hilton: … It is six years since Israel imposed a blockade on Gaza because 
Palestinians elected a Government that Israel did not approve of. … The Israeli 
Government continues to ignore the fact that the world is condemning its actions. 
Countless UN resolutions have been passed, and yet Israel continues to defy 
international law. … 

 

17.54  The Minister for External Affairs and International Development (Humza 
Yousaf): … The shortage of water has been caused by a number of factors. … There 
has been a lack of rainfall in recent years, the population in that part of the world has 
grown, and the management of water resources could be improved, but it would be 
blinkered, incredible and an insult to ignore the fact that the main reasons why the 
Palestinians have inadequate access to water are political. The inequitable distribution of 
water resources is severely compounded by the main factor of Israeli restrictions on 
building and movement. … It would be ridiculous, however, to suggest that 
mismanagement is the main cause of the shortage, and not the sewers that have been 
destroyed, the blockade that UN officials have described as illegal, or the illegal 
settlements. It would be absolutely incorrect to blame it all on mismanagement. …  
… residents of Israeli settlements on Palestinian land draw a disproportionately high 
amount of water relative to the Palestinians, and the demolition of Palestinian property 
continues, including the destruction of cisterns and water wells. …  
Of course, Israel has a right to defend itself. However, as we continue to say in this 
Parliament and within the Government, its response must be proportionate and legal. So 
much of the international concern is about the lack of proportionality. As Cara Hilton 
said—the point has also been made by UN officials—the blockade on Gaza is viewed as 
a collective punishment, which can only be seen as illegal under international law. … 
The provision of support through the climate justice fund and the international 
development fund was mentioned … we would be happy to speak to members further on 
the matter. We would also take a submission from the cross-party group on Palestine on 
the issue of when the next review will take place. … 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8984&mode=htm
l#iob_81081 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

New rules on non-party campaigning (14 March 2014) 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZVF7ZW  
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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