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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Coroner’s Inquests 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government how many inquests in 2012 were still 
pending 26 weeks after death.[HL4903] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Faulks) (Con): The Ministry of 
Justice collects annual data from Coroners on the number of cases where an 
inquest was either concluded, or adjourned, in England and Wales. In 2012, the 
average time taken was 26 weeks. 
In 2012, of the 30,562 inquests concluded or adjourned, 10,746 (35%) took longer 
than 6 months. 
The information can be found in the csv file that accompanies the Coroners 
Statistics 2012. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coroners-statistics  
Significant reforms have been put in place to drive improvement of the coroner 
system, including a requirement for all investigations to be completed within six 
months unless there are extenuating circumstances and for the Chief Coroner to 
be notified of any investigation which lasts longer than a year. Post-mortem 
examinations and inquests can now be held outside of the coroner’s area, to help 
reduce delays, and coroner’s investigations can be transferred to another district if 
necessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140303w0001.htm#140
30332000540  
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Holocaust 

European Commission 

Remarks of President Barroso upon being awarded the Centennial Medal of the 
International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation 
… There is no doubt that Anti-Semitism and also other forms of racism and 
discriminations have no place in European society, should indeed have no place in any 
society. … I want to  express you my  cogent  commitment to  constantly  and  vigorously  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coroners-statistics
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140303w0001.htm#14030332000540
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oppose the forces of Anti-Semitism and any other forces that are against minorities or 
that do no respect values of Human dignity. This I will never tolerate, and I intend to 
battle unremittingly against those who feel that the future of Europe should be a place of 
less hope, less tolerance and less freedom. 
… in the history of the Shoah, the absolute desperation that overcame so many families 
went hand-in-hand with the admirable deeds of men and women whose courage and 
altruism saved many other lives. … That is why we have here also today the memory of 
Raoul Wallenberg, alive. … 
One of the main lessons of our recent history is indeed not to forget the courage and 
hope which is inspired by those people that have also commitment to Humanity and that 
in Europe we are also fighting for peace. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-181_en.htm?locale=en  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians 
Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development on how many 
occasions Ministers in her Department have visited Gaza in each of the last three years. 
[189250] 

Mr Duncan: I have visited Gaza twice in the last three years, in December 2012 
and April 2013. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140303/text/140303w0
004.htm#1403048000016  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they will take to ensure 
that the Jordan Valley is not annexed by Israel.[HL5487] 
The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local Government 
& Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): The United Kingdom 
and our European partners have reiterated, including in the EU Foreign Affairs Council 
conclusions of December 2012, that we would not recognise any changes to the pre-
1967 borders other than those agreed by the parties. 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning the deployment of a neutral United Nations 
force to police the Jordan Valley.[HL5488] 

Baroness Warsi: We have had no such discussions. The issue of future security 
arrangements is one of the subjects for discussions between the parties in the 
ongoing final status negotiations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140303w0001.htm#140
30332000561  

 
Gaza 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they are making to 
the governments of Israel and Egypt about the availability of fuel in Gaza.[HL5519] 

The   Senior   Minister   of   State,   Department  for Communities  and  Local  
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-181_en.htm?locale=en
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140303/text/140303w0004.htm#1403048000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140303/text/140303w0004.htm#1403048000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140303w0001.htm#14030332000561
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140303w0001.htm#14030332000561
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Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
We are encouraging Israel, the Palestinian Authority and other interested parties 
including Egypt to find both an immediate and long-term solution to Gaza’s energy 
crisis. The Minister of State for International Development, my right hon. Friend 
the Member for Rutland and Melton (Mr Duncan), held detailed discussions on 
this issue with Israeli and Palestinian officials during his visit to the region on 12-
15 January. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140303w0001.htm#140
30332000546  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html    
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

New rules on non-party campaigning (14 March 2014) 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TZVF7ZW  
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Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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