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Israel 
Westminster Hall Debate 

Gaza (Humanitarian Situation) 
col 107W  Tony Baldry: … What distinguished Gaza and struck me was the total sense 
of hopelessness among ordinary people there.  … I recall returning home and telling my 
children that I had no fear of death and I had been to hell, or rather that I could not 
imagine a state of existence or purgatory of such total hopelessness as being trapped in 
Gaza. … 

 

Andrew Smith: … Why does [Tony Baldry] think the international community has proved 
so ineffective at putting effective pressure on Israel to relax the horrific stranglehold on 
Gaza? 

 

Tony Baldry: … As a lawyer, I have always taken an interest in international law since I 
was fortunate enough at university to have as my personal tutor Professor Colonel 
Gerald Draper. He had been a junior prosecuting counsel at the Nuremberg war crimes 
trial immediately after the second world war. Indeed, he had been part of a team that had 
been responsible not just for prosecuting, but for tracking down and indicting various 
Nazi war criminals and bringing them to justice at Nuremberg. … 
In June 2010, the Human Rights Council of the United Nations General Assembly 
mandated an investigation into “violations of international law, including international 
humanitarian law and human rights law, resulting from the interception by Israeli forces of 
the humanitarian aid flotilla bound for Gaza on 31 May 2010 during which nine people 
were killed and many others injured.” … [it] came to the following conclusions: 
… the blockade is unlawful and cannot be sustained in law. This is so regardless of the 
grounds on which one seeks to justify the legality of the blockade …  The firing of rockets 
and other munitions of war into Israeli territory from Gaza constitutes serious violations of 
international law and of international humanitarian law. But any action in response which 
constitutes collective punishment of the civilian population in Gaza is not lawful in any 
circumstances … 
“there is clear evidence to support prosecutions of the following crimes within the terms of 
article 147 of the Fourth Geneva Convention…Wilful killing…Torture or inhuman 
treatment…Wilfully causing great suffering or serious injury to body or health. … 
col 110WH  Christian Aid … observes: “Clearly Israel has a duty of self-defence towards 
its citizens from any attacks, but the indiscriminate and regular use of live ammunition 
against civilians violates basic principles including the obligation to distinguish between 
civilians and combatants at all times and constitutes a breach of international human 
rights and humanitarian law.” … 
col 111WH  Human Rights Watch observes: “… Israel has never put forth any concrete 
security rationale for blanket policies  that  have  made  life a  nightmare  for  Palestinians  
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whom it considers unlawful residents in their own homes.” … 
Some families are cooking indoors on open fires, at considerable risk of injury. Children 
are forced to study by candlelight. People set alarms for the early hours in order to be 
able to take a shower or charge their phones or send an email. Mealtimes are now 
determined by power supply rather than tradition. Gaza’s hospitals have to take into 
account the vagaries of the power supply when scheduling surgery; pharmacies are 
running low on medicines … 
col 113WH  … it is particularly tragic that Gaza, as part of Palestine as well as of Israel, 
has the potential to benefit from considerable natural gas resources and reserves. There 
is considerable natural gas in the Gaza marine field. Instead of having to rely on diesel, 
Gaza could run its energy and water systems on natural gas. Unsurprisingly, the natural 
gas discussions between Israel and the Palestinians have been complex and appear to 
be getting nowhere. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140205/halltext/140205
h0001.htm#14020575000002  
 

col 115WH  James Clappison: … What signs has he seen from Hamas, the political 
power in Gaza, of willingness to participate in a peaceful settlement? 

 

Tony Baldry: My hon. Friend, the chair of Conservative Friends of Israel, is of course 
right to bring Hamas’s role to the attention of the House. However, the state of Israel was 
created by the United Nations. It owes its whole de jure legitimacy to a UN vote in 1948. I 
would therefore urge my hon. Friend, before he tries to draw the attention of the House 
on to Hamas, to focus on the views and opinions of international lawyers whose mandate 
was also given to them by the UN General Assembly. … 

 

Gerald Kaufman: … Again and again, Israel seeks to justify the vile injustices that it 
imposes on the people of Gaza and the west bank on the grounds of the holocaust. Last 
week, we commemorated the holocaust; 1.7 million Palestinians in Gaza are being 
penalised with that as the justification. That is unacceptable. …  
It is totally unacceptable that the Israelis should behave in such a way, but they do not 
care. Go to Tel Aviv, as I did not long ago, and watch them sitting complacently outside 
their pavement cafés. They do not give a damn about their fellow human beings perhaps 
half an hour away. … 
The Israelis do not care about condemnation. They are self-righteous and complacent. 
We must now take action against them. We must impose sanctions. If the spineless 
Obama will not do it, we must do it—even unilaterally. We must press the European 
community for it to be done. These people cannot be persuaded. We cannot appeal to 
their better nature when they do not have one. It is all very well saying, “Wicked, wicked 
Hamas.” Hamas is dreadful. I have met people from Hamas, but nothing it has done 
justifies punishing children, women and the sick as the Israelis are doing now. They must 
be stopped. …  

 

col 116  James Clappison: … Israel withdrew unilaterally from Gaza in 2005 under the 
leadership of Ariel Sharon, and it was hoped that that would bring about a solution to 
Israel’s immediate problems. It did not. Since then—and my right hon. Friend touched on 
the point—there have been about 8,000 rocket attacks on Israel. …  

 

col 117WH  Andy Slaughter: I am afraid that the hon. Gentleman is trotting out the usual 
Israeli propaganda. I went to Gaza three weeks after Operation Cast Lead, where 1,400 
Palestinians and 13 Israelis were killed. That was the ratio—100 Palestinian deaths to 
one Israeli death. …  

 

James Clappison: … Israel has behaved with restraint on many occasions and I hope it 
will always do so, and that things will improve. However, we must face the fact that the 
only way to bring about a material improvement is to make progress in the peace talks. 
… I understand that Israel permits a huge proportion of Palestinians seeking medical 
treatment to leave Gaza and that many receive medical treatment in Israeli hospitals; in 
some years, it is as many as half of those people. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140205/halltext/140205h0001.htm#14020575000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140205/halltext/140205h0001.htm#14020575000002
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col 119WH  Mr Winnick: … There are people in Israel—a minority, unfortunately—who 
take the same views as most of us on human rights and share our anger over the denial 
of justice to the Palestinian people. We should not forget those brave people in Israel 
who stand up for human rights … 

 

col 119WH  Yasmin Qureshi: … the state of Israel was founded because of what 
happened to the millions and millions of Jews who suffered genocide. Their properties, 
homes and land—everything—were taken away, and they were deprived of rights. Of 
course, many millions perished. It is quite strange that some of the people who are 
running the state of Israel seem to be quite complacent and happy to allow the same to 
happen in Gaza. … 

 

col 124WH  Andy Slaughter: … Operation Cast Lead … was the complete evisceration 
of a society, with the systematic and organised destruction of industry and villages. It was 
what can only be called murder, including the murder of whole families. There was 
shelling of hospitals, which was done knowingly, and white phosphorus was used. These 
were war crimes, just as the occupation itself is a crime against international law. To say 
that these are not deliberate and knowing acts by the Israeli Government is naivety or 
worse. …  
Unfortunately, as well as killing Palestinian civilians, the Israeli defence force is good at 
propaganda and saying that the Palestinians have only themselves to blame. … 

 

col 128WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International 
Development (Lynne Featherstone): … The situation in Gaza is untenable. Indeed, the 
UN has predicted that by 2020, unless we see major changes Gaza will have become 
unliveable. … 
 we welcome the modest extension of the opening hours at Kerem Shalom during recent 
storms. We continue to push for exports, and there is no security argument against 
exports that we can understand. … this is a dark time for the people of Gaza, and I do 
not exaggerate when I say that they are struggling to survive. … 
We understand Israel’s legitimate security concerns, and we have recently seen 
increases in the number of rockets fired from Gaza into Israel. We condemn such actions 
wholeheartedly, but they are the actions of a few and should not automatically mean 
increased suffering for the many. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140205/halltext/140205
h0002.htm  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

The Petitions Committee's Report on Academi Heddwch Cymru / Wales Peace 
Institute 
includes: 
15.55  Bethan Jenkins: … When we are enacting policies and putting forward new 
pieces of legislation, should we not think more honestly about how that will affect people 
in their everyday lives? For example, when we are looking procurement policies, what 
does that mean? If we are signing up to work with a certain company as a Welsh 
Government, do we know the effect that that is having on Palestinians who are fighting 
for their lives at the moment? … 
http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/140205_plenary_bilingual.xml#128569  
 

The Petitions Committee report can be read at  
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-
ld9534-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9534%20-
%20Report%20by%20the%20Petitions%20Committee%20on%20a%20Academi%20He
ddwch%20Cymru%20/%20Wales%20Peace%20Institute%20  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0083/amend/ml083-I.htm  
 

Explanatory Note on Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0171/en/14171en.htm 
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140205-
0001.htm#14020581000654  
  
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
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Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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