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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Question 

Islam 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government which programmes and 
organisations they sponsor to foster understanding between the Muslim and other faith 
communities in the United Kingdom; and whether any of those organisations have invited 
Dr Ekmeleddin Ìhsanoglu and Dr Tayyar Altikulaç to discuss their theories about the 
origins of the Qur'an.[HL4866] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My 
Department funds three programmes designed to encourage people of different 
faiths to come together at the local and national level in dialogue and shared 
endeavour. These are Near Neighbours (operated by the Church Urban Fund), 
Together in Service (operated by FaithAction) and support for the work of the Inter 
Faith Network for the United Kingdom. Muslims are among the faith groups that 
benefit from these programmes. 
None of these organisations has at any time invited Dr Ekmeleddin thsanoglu and 
Dr Tayyar Altikulac to discuss the origins of the Quran. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140130w0001.htm#140
13067000394 

TOP 
 

 

 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Property: Ownership 
Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his counterparts in other EU member states on the 
issue of the restitution of property wrongfully seized by the Nazis between 1933 and 
1945. [184769] 

Mr Lidington: The Government’s discussions on the issue of restitution of 
property wrongfully seized by the Nazis between 1933 and 1945 are taken 
forward the  Foreign  Secretary’s  Envoy  for  Post  Holocaust  Issues  Sir  Andrew  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140130w0001.htm#14013067000394
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140130w0001.htm#14013067000394
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Burns KCMG. His mandate includes responding to the concerns of Holocaust 
victims and their families and he has been actively lobbying other governments to 
address Holocaust-era restitution issues more vigorously. Within the EU Sir 
Andrew has raised restitution of property wrongfully seized with Ministers and 
officials of Poland, Germany, Austria, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Estonia and Lithuania in the last year. He has also had discussions with non-EU 
member states, interested non-governmental organisations and relevant 
international organisations. 

Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the effectiveness of international agreements entered into 
by the UK in respect of the restitution and compensation of property wrongfully seized by 
the Nazis between 1933 and 1945. [184770] 

Mr Lidington: The main agreement covering this issue is the Terezin Declaration 
on Holocaust Era Assets of 2009. The UK is committed to working with our 
international partners to encourage the implementation of this declaration. The 
terms of reference of the UK Special Envoy for Post Holocaust issues, Sir Andrew 
Burns, include pursuing progress on outstanding restitution issues. He has been 
working closely with non-governmental organisations and like-minded 
governments to make progress. We continue to remind our fellow signatories of 
their obligations under, the Terezin Declaration. 
The Declaration is a political and non-legally binding document that sets out the 
principles and measures which governments should adopt to advance the various 
post-Holocaust issues including restitution. The principles for the restitution of 
looted art were drawn up in a Washington conference of 1998 and for looted 
immovable property in Prague in 2010. It is for individual governments to turn 
these guidelines into effective national practice. 
The Czech Government established the European Shoah Legacy Institute (ESLI) 
to pursue progress on achieving the provisions of the Terezin Declaration and 
convened a Review Conference on property restitution in 2012 for which all 
participants were asked to provide reports. 
We continue to raise our concerns about the lack of implementation of the 
Declaration with a number of European governments. We have also been 
highlighting UK initiatives on restitution, including the Spoliation Advisory Panel 
established in 2000 to advise claimants and institutions in the UK on claims for the 
return of works of art lost during the Nazi era and pushing ESLI to demonstrate 
practical and measurable progress. 

Mr Dodds: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the progress in the implementation of the Terezin 
Declaration on Holocaust Era Assets by the signatories of that declaration. [184771] 

Mr Lidington: The Terezin Declaration of 2009 set out guidelines and best 
practice for the restitution and compensation for assets wrongly seized during the 
holocaust era. The UK Government is committed to working with international 
partners to encourage the implementation of the declaration. The declaration is a 
non-binding, but moral commitment to bringing some form of long delayed justice 
to holocaust survivors and their families. The Czech Government established the 
European Shoah Legacy Institute (ESLI) in 2010 to pursue progress on achieving 
the provisions of the Terezin Declaration and convened a Review conference on 
property restitution in 2012. We have expressed concerns that ESLI had been 
slow to get off the ground, but we have nevertheless actively engaged with the 
institute and other key countries to try and achieve progress with the 
implementation of the declaration. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140130/text/140130w0
002.htm#14013094000012  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Question 

Middle East 
Michael Ellis: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with his counterparts in (a) Israel and (b) the Gulf on 
Iran's support for international terrorism. [184826] 

Hugh Robertson: Ministers and FCO officials engage regularly with Gulf and 
Israeli counterparts on security issues in the region, including Iran and counter-
terrorism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140130/text/140130w0
002.htm#14013094000010  
 
 

House of Lords Written Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent representations have 
they made to the government of Israel concerning the rise in settler violence reported by 
the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.[HL4847] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): An 
official from our Embassy in Tel Aviv raised our concerns over settler attacks with 
the Israeli Office for the Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories 
(COGAT) on 16 January. We welcome Israel’s Defence Minister Yaalon’s recent 
strong condemnation of such attacks, and the Israeli authorities' commitment to 
investigate the attack on Deir Istiya Mosque fully. We look forward to seeing 
perpetrators of settler violence brought to justice. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140130w0001.htm#140
13067000395  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent discussions they have 
had with the government of Israel concerning the demolition of homes, Red Cross 
replacement tents, and animal shelters in the Jordan Valley.[HL4923] 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv made representations to the Israeli government's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on 16 December about the continued demolitions of Palestinian 
property. 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had with 
the Arab League about the continuation of peace negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority after the nine-month deadline expires, as requested by 
Israel.[HL4938] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government has not had discussions with the Arab League 
specifically about the continuation of peace negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority beyond the nine-month deadline. The Arab League has a 
key role in making the peace process a success and we are in close contact on 
this issue. 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what conversations they have had 
with Mahmoud Abbas regarding incitement to violence by the media in the West Bank, 
particularly during the current peace negotiations.[HL4939] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government deplores incitement to hatred, discrimination 
or violence wherever it occurs and where specific instances occur in the Occupied  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140130/text/140130w0002.htm#14013094000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140130/text/140130w0002.htm#14013094000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140130w0001.htm#14013067000395
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140130w0001.htm#14013067000395
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Palestinian Territories or Israel, we raise our concerns with the Palestinian or 
Israeli authorities. 
Where specific allegations relate to the media we have raised these with the 
relevant bodies, for example our Consulate-General in Jerusalem intervened 
successfully with the independent Palestinian press agency Ma’an to remove 
unacceptable material on their websites. 

Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of 
the impact of proposals to boycott the Israeli company, Sodastream, on the 900 
Palestinian employees of that company.[HL4940] 

Baroness Warsi: The Government does not support boycotts of Israel. We have 
not made an assessment of the impact of proposals to boycott the Israeli 
company, Sodastream. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140130w0001.htm#140
13067000396 
 
 

United Nations 

UN official urges halt to displacement of Palestinians as Israel continues 
demolitions 
A senior United Nations relief official today called for a halt to the displacement of 
Palestinians in the Jordan Valley, after 66 people, including 36 children, were uprooted in 
the latest round of Israeli demolitions in the area. … 
“I am deeply concerned about the ongoing displacement and dispossession of 
Palestinians in Area C, particularly along the Jordan Valley where the number of 
structures demolished more than doubled in the last year,” said Mr. Rawley. Area C 
represents over 60 per cent of the West Bank where Israel retains control over security, 
planning and building. 
“This activity not only deprives Palestinians of access to shelter and basic services, it 
also runs counter to international law,” … 
The Humanitarian Coordinator said the destruction of Palestinian-owned property and 
forced eviction of Palestinians must be brought to an immediate halt until Palestinians 
have access to a fair planning and zoning regime that meets their needs. … 
To read the full press release 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47057&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uu5eTHeSwbc  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0123/amend/careaddednames.pdf  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140130w0001.htm#14013067000396
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140130w0001.htm#14013067000396
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47057&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uu5eTHeSwbc
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/careaddednames.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/careaddednames.pdf
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Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.ukhttp-docs/parliament/pa/bills/lbill/2013-
2014/0083/amend/am083-a.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140130/debtext/140130-
0001.htm#14013058000009 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
 
Civil Partnership Review (England and Wales)  (closing date 17 April 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/274449/14
0122_CP_con_doc_pdf__docx.pdf  
 
Holocaust Commission call for evidence (closing date 30 May 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/the-holocaust-commission-keeping-the-
memory-alive 
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