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Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Questions 

Holocaust Survivors 
5. Richard Harrington: What recent steps his Department has taken to facilitate 
holocaust survivors in sharing their testimony in communities throughout the UK. 
[902033] 

The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (Mr Eric 
Pickles): Hearing survivors’ stories is one of the best ways for communities to 
remember the obscenity of the Holocaust. That is why we have given over £1.8 
million to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, so that those stories can be 
preserved and shared more widely. 

Richard Harrington: I thank the Secretary of State for that answer. I hope he will join me 
in commending the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust, of which I am a trustee. We 
must commend its work in enabling holocaust survivors to share their stories with more 
than 70,000 young people every year. Does my right hon. Friend also accept that there 
will be a big challenge ahead in regard to passing on what happened during the 
holocaust when there are no more survivors around to communicate that message? 

Mr Pickles: Of course I agree with my hon. Friend. I believe that the trust is doing 
a series of films, and organising events, where the children of holocaust survivors 
are taking up witness. One of the most effective things I have ever seen was a 
film where the daughter of a holocaust survivor took up her father’s testimony. 
When he was a child, his mother had said, as her final parting to him, “I have lived 
a long life. You’ve barely started. Do what you need to survive.” It occurred to me 
that not only was the voice of the father being heard; we were also hearing the 
voice of a grandmother whom the daughter had never met. That is the final victory 
over Hitler and over the obscenity of Nazism. 

John Cryer: I agree with everything that the hon. Member for Watford (Richard 
Harrington) has just said about the Holocaust Educational Trust. Will the Secretary of 
State continue a close working relationship with the trust and with Karen Pollock in the 
future, because for many decades they have done exactly the sort of work mentioned in 
the question on the Order Paper? 

Mr Pickles: I am happy to give that assurance. Karen Pollock has done a 
remarkable job in casting fresh light on not only the holocaust that took place in 
Europe, but on Cambodia and Rwanda. One of the key focuses of the Prime 
Minister’s  holocaust  commission  will  be  to  ensure  that  what  happened in the  
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holocaust is not forgotten when survivors are no longer able to give personal 
testimony. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140120/debtext/14012
0-0001.htm#1401205000015  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Israel 
Tessa Jowell: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (1) if 
he will make urgent representations to the Israeli authorities concerning the conditions 
under which Palestinian children are arrested and detained within the first 24 hours of 
their arrest; [183583] 
(2) what representations he has made to the Israeli authorities about the 40 
recommendations made in the report, Children in Military Custody, published in June 
2012; [183584] 
(3) what steps the Government has taken to ensure that specific legal duties and 
obligations under article 1 of the Fourth Geneva convention, to respect and to ensure 
respect for the convention in all circumstances, are being honoured in relation to the 
detention of children in military custody in the occupied territories. [183585] 

Hugh Robertson: We regularly urge the Israeli authorities to act in accordance 
with international law, including their legal obligations under the Fourth Geneva 
convention, and to adopt recommendations of the report—including 
recommendations relating to the first 24 hours of arrest and detention such as not 
making arrests at night, informing parents of a child’s arrest in Arabic, ending 
shackling, allowing a parent or lawyer to accompany the child on arrest and audio-
visual recording of interviews —and will continue to do so. Our ambassador to Tel 
Aviv discussed the issue and recommendations with the Israeli Attorney-General, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Justice on 31 December. The 
UK also raised this issue at Israel’s Universal Periodic Review session at the UN 
Human Rights Council on 29 October. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140120/text/140120w0
001.htm#14012031000014  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Human Rights and Democracy report 2012 - Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories 
Israel 
The UK welcomed Israel’s participation in the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) on 29 
October. … The British Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised our concerns about the Bill and 
any forced relocation of Bedouin communities. 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank 
The UK continues to have serious human rights concerns relating to the Israeli 
occupation of the OPTs. 
We continued to discuss our concerns over treatment of Palestinian children in the Israeli 
military justice system with the Israeli authorities. … 
UNICEF’s six month progress report on child detainees highlighted an Israeli pilot 
scheme to use  summons instead of night-time arrests  in two areas of the  West Bank; a  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140120/debtext/140120-0001.htm#1401205000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140120/debtext/140120-0001.htm#1401205000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140120/text/140120w0001.htm#14012031000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140120/text/140120w0001.htm#14012031000014
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welcome development. … 
There continued to be a worrying increase in violence particularly in the West Bank … 
This includes a 15-year-old Palestinian boy killed near Al Jalazun Refugee Camp on 7 
December. The Israeli Military Advocate General’s Corps opened an investigation into 
the incident. …  In the same period, three Israelis were killed as a result of violence in 
Israel, Gaza and the West Bank and 23 were injured, including a nine-year-old child. … 
According to OCHA, 72 Israeli settler related incidents in October and November led to 
Palestinian casualties or property damage, and eight incidents resulted in Israeli 
casualties or property damage. … 
We have serious concerns about Israeli demolition of Palestinian structures. 134 
Palestinian structures were demolished in Area C and East Jerusalem between October 
and December, resulting in 242 Palestinians, including 123 children, being displaced. … 

Gaza 
The UK has been very concerned by the deteriorating humanitarian situation in Gaza 
following Egypt’s closure of the illegal smuggling tunnels. Frequent closure of the Rafah 
crossing compounded this by severely restricting the movement of Palestinians and 
others into and out of Gaza. … 
Following the discovery of a Hamas-built tunnel into Israel, and Hamas claims that the 
tunnel was built with the purpose of attacking Israeli targets, Israel suspended transfer of 
construction materials into Gaza, including for humanitarian projects. … 
Although the November 2012 ceasefire has been broadly respected over the last year, 
small numbers of rockets have continued to be fired indiscriminately towards Israel by 
extremist groups although without causing casualties; Israel has periodically responded 
with airstrikes. 
We continue to have concerns about the policing of Gaza border areas by the Israel 
Defence Forces (IDF). One Gazan was fatally shot and 14 others were injured by Israeli 
fire during the reporting period. … In December an Israeli contractor repairing the fence 
was killed by a Palestinian sniper. Retaliatory Israeli airstrikes killed a three-year-old 
Palestinian and injured 16 others. Israeli authorities responded by closing the Kerem 
Shalom crossing for four days, and limiting the access of farmers working in the 
immediate vicinity of the fence. … 
To read the full press bulletin see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2012-israel-
and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories  
 
 

United Nations 

Dialogue in Iraq, progress in Israeli-Palestinian peace talks vital for Middle East, 
Ban says 
… Turning to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Mr. Ban said 2014 will be a decisive year to 
“draw back from a perilous and unsustainable status quo, … The failure of political 
progress could fuel a downward spiral on the ground,” he warned. … 
“Palestinians must be able to realize their legitimate aspirations to statehood, self-
determination, dignity, and freedom, including an end to the occupation that began in 
1967 with a just solution to the plight of refugees, and a resolution of the status of 
Jerusalem,” he said. “Israelis must be able to live in peace and security, within a 
recognized border, paving the way for their increasing integration in a stable and secure 
region.” …  “We must make the most of the prospect that Secretary Kerry has unlocked 
to see the creation of two States living side-by-side in peace and security that their 
peoples so desperately desire and deserve.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46965&Cr=iraq&Cr1=#.Ut7EcGT8K7Q  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
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