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Israel 
Downing Street 

Death of Ariel Sharon: David Cameron's statement 
The Prime Minister said: Ariel Sharon is one of the most significant figures in Israeli 
history and as Prime Minister he took brave and controversial decisions in pursuit of 
peace, before he was so tragically incapacitated. Israel has today lost an important 
leader. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/death-of-ariel-sharon-david-camerons-statement  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister responds to developments in Israel and the OPTs 
… Minister for the Middle East, Hugh Robertson, said: Britain strongly supports the 
Secretary Kerry-led negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians to achieve a historic 
peace settlement. I warmly welcome the difficult decision by Prime Minister Netanyahu’s 
Government to release 26 Palestinian prisoners on 1 January as part of the peace 
process. In the UK we know from our own experience how difficult such steps can be, but 
firmly believe they are important to achieving security and a lasting peace. 
I am however deeply concerned by Israel’s decision to announce further settlement 
building in East Jerusalem and the West Bank. As we have repeatedly made clear, the 
UK condemns settlement activity, which is illegal under international law, undermines 
trust and threatens the viability of the two-state solution. We urge Israel not to proceed 
with the proposed settlement building. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-responds-to-developments-in-israel-
and-the-opts  
 
 

European Council 
Statement by the President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, on the 
passing away of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon  
I have learned with sadness about the passing away of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. He 
has played a key role in the recent history of Israel. In these moments of mourning, I 
convey my heartfelt condolences to Prime Minister Sharon's family and to the 
government and the people of Israel.  
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/ec/140356.pdf 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/death-of-ariel-sharon-david-camerons-statement
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United Nations 

UN chief praises political courage, determination of Israel's Ariel Sharon 
Saddened by the death of Ariel Sharon, former Prime Minister of Israel, United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today praised the late statesman's political 
courage and determination, and urged the country to build on Mr. Sharon's legacy of 
pragmatism to press ahead with the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. 
In a statement issued by his spokesperson in New York, Mr. Ban offered his condolences 
to the late leader's bereaved family and to the Government and people of Israel. Mr. 
Sharon, 85, became incapacitated by a severe stroke in 2006. He passed away earlier 
today at a hospital near Tel Aviv. 
“Throughout a life dedicated to the State of Israel, Ariel Sharon was a hero to his people, 
first as a soldier and then a statesman … “Prime Minister Sharon will be remembered for 
his political courage and determination to carry through with the painful and historic 
decision to withdraw Israeli settlers and troops from the Gaza Strip,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46910&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UtLZvGQW3ew 
 
UN refugee agency urges Israel to reconsider new procedures for asylum seekers 
The United Nations refugee agency today warned that Israel could be breaking 
international law by limiting the rights of asylum-seekers with a new amendment to the 
country’s anti-infiltration law. 
Of particular concern to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees is a provision in the 
new Amendment requiring asylum-seekers to reside in a so-called open residence 
facility. 
“Since the facility was housing people who cannot be returned to their countries of origin 
for reasons of non-refoulement, the organization is concerned that this facility could, in 
effect, result in indefinite detention, with no release grounds,” UNHCR spokesperson 
Adrian Edwards said in Geneva. … 
Mr. Edwards said that UNHCR understands the challenges faced by Israel in managing 
the reception of migrants and asylum-seekers. However, it was important that the 
treatment of asylum-seekers “be in line with international refugee and human rights law,” 
he concluded. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46908&Cr=Israel&Cr1=#.UtLbnGQW3ew  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0123/amend/pbc1231001a.pdf  
  

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7394
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46910&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UtLZvGQW3ew
http://www.unhcr.org/52cfe2a09.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46908&Cr=Israel&Cr1=#.UtLbnGQW3ew
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1231001a.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1231001a.pdf
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Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
** Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20
(Scotland)%20Bill/websiteamendments10.01.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
The UK's Development Work in the Middle East (13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/international-development-committee/news/middle-east/ 
 
** closes today 
UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Consultati
on-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
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