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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Questions 

Religious Tolerance 
9. Robert Halfon: What discussions [have] the [Church] Commissioners have had with 
Government Departments on the promotion of religious tolerance. [901881] 

Tony Baldry: I think everyone in this House would wish to see religious tolerance 
supported. After all, the Martyrs’ Memorial in Oxford is a daily reminder of those 
who were burned at the stake for their beliefs. It was not far away from here, at 
Tyburn, that people were hanged, drawn and quartered for their religious beliefs. 
Indeed, one only has to see the plaque in Westminster Hall to remember where 
Sir Thomas More was put on trial in part for his beliefs. In this country, we have 
learned through the Reformation and the counter-Reformation and beyond the 
essential need for religious tolerance in our nation. 

Robert Halfon: As well as discussing religious intolerance with Government 
Departments, will my right hon. Friend discuss it with St James’ church, which has held a 
shockingly anti-Israel exhibition over the past couple of weeks? Far from promoting 
religious tolerance, it did much to undermine it. 

Tony Baldry: My hon. Friend raises a conundrum: to what extent should the 
tolerant tolerate the intolerant? The demonstration at St James’ Piccadilly was not 
against Judaism or Jews but against the illegal occupation under international law 
in the west bank and some of the settlements. In this House, we must be careful 
about what is seen as religious tolerance and about not tolerating intolerance or 
breaches of international law. … 

Jim Shannon: On the subject of religious tolerance, what discussions has the 
Commissioner had with media outlets such as TV and radio with regard to Christian 
programming? Does he agree that it is important to retain a level of programming that 
reflects the Christian status of this nation? What can be done to promote such 
programming? 

Tony Baldry: To be honest, I do not think that Christians do too badly. If one gets 
up early enough, one find a perfectly good programme between 7 and 8 o’clock 
on BBC Radio 4 every Sunday. I do not think we can feel that we are in some way 
discriminated against by the broadcasters. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140109/debtext/14010
9-0001.htm#14010942000036  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140109/debtext/140109-0001.htm#14010942000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140109/debtext/140109-0001.htm#14010942000036
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Grade I Listed Churches 
8. John Mann: What assistance is available for grade I listed church buildings in need of 
major repairs. [901880] 

Tony Baldry: The most significant funder of repairs for grade I listed churches is 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, under the grants for places of worship scheme. The 
Wolfson Foundation, Garfield Weston Foundation and the Veneziana Fund also 
provide funding in some circumstances. 

John Mann: The right hon. Gentleman will be aware of the incredibly diverse array of 
grade I listed churches in the Bassetlaw constituency. Would he be prepared to use his 
good offices to ensure that the Church Commissioners can better advise the volunteers 
running those churches on how to access the funds and that the north of England and 
the more deprived communities get a fair crack of the whip? 

Tony Baldry: The hon. Gentleman makes a fair point. He is fortunate in having 26 
fantastic listed churches in his constituency. Some, such as All Saints, go back to 
the 10th century. I entirely agree that it is very important that parochial church 
councils and others know how to access funds such as the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
and I will discuss with the churches and cathedrals division at Church House how 
we can better promulgate the way that that advice can be obtained. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140109/debtext/14010
9-0001.htm#14010942000035  
 
 

House of Commons Written Question 

Conditions of Employment: Religion 
Jim Shannon: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
recent assessment he has made of the extent to which the rights of Christians to 
religious freedom are safeguarded by employers who require Sunday working. [182250] 

Jenny Willott: Legal protection for employees from direct and indirect 
discrimination as well as from harassment or victimisation because of religion and 
belief, is provided by the Equality Act 2010. 
The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) —the UK body with the 
statutory remit to protect, enforce and promote equality—has issued a targeted 
guide for employers which can be accessed on their website at: 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/your-rights/religion-
and-belief/  
This good practice guide aims to help employers understand how to recognise 
and manage expressions of religion or belief in the workplace and includes 
examples of requests that employees may make and how employers might deal 
with them. 
The EHRC have also published 'Shared understandings: a new EHRC strategy to 
strengthen understanding of religion or belief in public life'. Part of this work will 
seek to assess whether there is currently sufficient protection for people with a 
religious or other belief. 
Beyond this, individuals are free to contract on which ever terms suit them and 
their employer including agreeing working days. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140109/text/140109w0
002.htm#14010979000026  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140109/text/140109w0002.htm#14010979000026
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Alistair Burt (932) Holocaust Memorial Day – That this House notes that 27 January 
2014 is Holocaust Memorial Day in the UK, marking the 69th anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau, where an estimated 1.1 million people were murdered; 
commemorates the six million victims of the Holocaust; further notes that the theme for 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2014 is Journeys; pays tribute to the commitment of Holocaust 
survivors who share their experiences with young people across the country; 
acknowledges the importance of the Holocaust Educational Trust's work in schools 
across the UK and in particular the Lessons from Auschwitz Project, which has so far 
given over 22,000 students and teachers the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau; 
also pays tribute to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust for organising this year's 
Holocaust Memorial Day commemorations; further notes that a Book of Commitment will 
be placed in the corridor between the Members' Cloakroom and Members' Staircase; and 
urges all hon. and right hon. Members to sign the Book and observe the day, so that the 
appalling events of the Holocaust are always understood by future generations. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/932  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 
House of Lords Debate 

Syria 
includes: 
col 1670  Lord Warner: … I declare my interest as a member of the advisory board of 
the Council for European Palestinian Relations … I do so slightly nervously, as the Israeli 
Defence Minister seems to have declared the council an illicit organisation. I interpreted 
his declaration to mean simply that we were doing too good a job in getting European 
parliamentarians to see the circumstances in which Palestinians were living. …  

 

col 1672  Baroness Tonge: … We visited refugee camps for Palestinians, some of 
whom have been there since the creation of Israel—since the Nakba, in fact—when 
some 8,000 or 10,000 were killed or driven from their homes. … Palestinians who fled 
the terror of the Nakba on the creation of the State of Israel and went to Iraq were, when 
I was there, fleeing into Syria because of the actions of the Iraqi Government, and are 
now fleeing Syria because of the civil war in that country; that means four displacements 
in 40 years for those people, and there is estimated to be up to 500,000 of them. It is 
worth noting, too, that President Assad’s Government gave the Palestinians a lot of help 
in the refugee camps; they had housing, right to work and healthcare and education. 
They did not want citizenship, only the right to go home to Palestine. 
Those people who have now fled Syria cannot be officially helped by the UNHCR 
because they are not refugees unless they are fleeing their own country. So it falls back 
to UNRWA, created to help the Palestinians after the State of Israel was created, which 
in those days was catering for 750,000 people, to cater now for 5 million Palestinian 
refugees, still in camps all over the Middle East. … 
I have a dream, my Lords. I have a dream of what a wonderful force for good Israel could 
have been, and I think still could be, if only it dropped its exclusivity of being a Jewish 
state and agreed to share with others land and resources—particularly water, in relation 
to Jordan, as was mentioned earlier. Israel could be part of the solution in the Middle 
East   by  joining  the  Arab   League   and   western   Governments  in  helping  with  the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/932
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resettlement of this latest tremendous wave of refugees from Syria and by coming to 
some agreement on the right of return for Palestinians. Sadly, that is a dream … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140109-
0002.htm#14010946000170  
 
 

House of Commons Written Question 

Palestinians 
Yasmin Qureshi: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment she has made of whether levels of food, fuel and medical supplies entering 
Gaza each day are adequate for the population of that region. [181305] 

Mr Duncan: We are very concerned by the chronic humanitarian situation in 
Gaza, caused in part by restrictions on movement and access for goods and 
people. Recent fuel deliveries from Turkey and Qatar have helped to mitigate the 
situation in the short term, but the energy supply is still inadequate and many 
families are experiencing long blackouts each day. Reports from our partners 
indicate that the emergency response mechanisms are currently working 
adequately, but concerns remain over the need to replenish stocks and longer-
term funding. We welcome the decision of the Israeli Government to temporarily 
extend opening hours at the Kerem Salom crossing, and will continue to lobby 
Israel and Egypt to improve access to Gaza in the longer term. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140108/text/140108w0
001.htm#14010859000014  
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Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

Summary of the decision of the Charity Commission … [on the] application for 
registration as a charity by the Preston Down Trust 
… The Commission concluded that it is prepared to register PDT … based on revised 
trusts set out in a Deed of Variation … which contain, as an integral part of the trusts, 
declarations of the core religious doctrine and practice of faith of the PBCC. … 
The Commission … determined that the doctrine of separation from evil, which is central 
to the beliefs and practices of PDT and the PBCC  [Plymouth Brethren Christian Church], 
resulted in (i) both a moral and physical separation from the wider community and (ii) 
limited interaction between the Brethren and the wider public. In addition, the 
Commission had regard to the disciplinary practices carried out by the PBCC which gave 
rise to allegations of detriment and harm. … 
The level of engagement with the wider community was assessed because the law 
requires that public benefit for a religious charity is determined by the extent to which its 
moral and ethical teaching impacts upon the community leading to the betterment of 
society.  
… the Commission concluded that the PBCC has a beneficial impact through its 
instruction and edification of the public in a Christian way of life by:  

 providing the public with access to worship. … The requirement to be a well 
disposed person and adhere to their dress code does not prohibit public 
attendance and is common to some other religions; … 

 engaging to a certain extent in the wider community, including through disaster 
relief work, encouragement of charitable giving and living out Christian beliefs in 
the community.  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140109-0002.htm#14010946000170
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/140109-0002.htm#14010946000170
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140108/text/140108w0001.htm#14010859000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm140108/text/140108w0001.htm#14010859000014
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The Commission considered whether the benefits are conferred upon the public or a 
sufficient section of the public. There was some evidence that the PBCC are inwardly 
and strongly focussed on their nuclear and extended families … and on their local 
meeting halls and wider PBCC fellowship. The Commission considered that the 
evidence, on balance, may tend to suggest that PDT operates predominantly rather than 
exclusively for the benefit of its members. However, it concluded, that in law this was not 
necessarily fatal to charitable status where there was engagement with the wider 
community. … 
To read the full decision see 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/591725/preston_down_trust_summary_deci
sion.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140109/am/140109s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140109/pm/140109s01.htm  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0123/amend/pbc1230901m.47-53.html  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0123/amend/pbc1230901a.71-77.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
 
 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/591725/preston_down_trust_summary_decision.pdf
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/591725/preston_down_trust_summary_decision.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140109/am/140109s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmpublic/care/140109/pm/140109s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1230901m.47-53.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1230901m.47-53.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1230901a.71-77.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/amend/pbc1230901a.71-77.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
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** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0050/amend/am050-R-c.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
The UK's Development Work in the Middle East (13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/international-development-committee/news/middle-east/ 
 
** closes in 3 days 
UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Consultati
on-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
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