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Home Affairs 

Home Office, Ministry of Justice, & Office for National Statistics 

An overview of hate crime in England and Wales 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/266358/hat
e-crime-2013.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Question 

Palestinians 
Mr Ward: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what the 
Government's policy is on Palestinian membership of the International Olive Council. 
[179782] 

Hugh Robertson: There has been some suggestion that the UK has blocked 
Palestinian membership of the International Olive Council. This is inaccurate. At 
the November meeting of the International Olive Council the Palestinian Authority 
did not ask for a vote on their application for full membership of the Council. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131216/text/131216w0
002.htm#13121637000014  
 
 

House of Lords Written Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning reports that civilians were killed by the Israeli 
army in Yatta, south of Hebron, on 26 November.[HL3877] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness 
Warsi):  Officials  from  our  Embassy in Israel  discussed details of this issue with  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/266358/hate-crime-2013.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/266358/hate-crime-2013.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131216/text/131216w0002.htm#13121637000014
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Israel’s Head of COGAT’s International Division, Lt. Col Guy Sholtz, on 3 
December. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to encourage 
the government of Israel to withdraw the Prawer Plan on the relocation of Bedouin 
citizens.[HL3879] 

Baroness Warsi: I refer the Noble Baroness to the answer given by the Minister 
of State, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Member for Faversham and Mid Kent (Mr 
Robertson) on 3 December 2013 (Official Report, column 594W). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131216w0001.htm#131
21613000448  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0
001.htm#13120376000011  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they will take to 
encourage Israeli and Palestinian co-operation over the Meged oilfield in the West 
Bank.[HL3876] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): The Meged oilfield is located in the Israeli village of Meged, close to the 
Green Line. We do not currently have plans to take action relating to the Meged 
oilfield. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131216w0001.htm#131
21613000449  
 

Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent discussions they have 
held with other European countries about opening dialogue with Hamas; and what steps 
they will take to promote dialogue between Hamas and the Palestinian 
Authority.[HL3880] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have had no recent discussions with European partners about opening dialogue 
with Hamas. We continue to follow developments on Palestinian reconciliation 
closely. We have made it consistently clear that we will engage with any 
Palestinian government that shows through their words and actions that they are 
committed to the rejection of violence and pursuit of a negotiated peace. 
President Abbas has reaffirmed his committement to those principles and we 
regret that Hamas has to date refused to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131216w0001.htm#131
21613000455  
 

International Olive Council 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to reverse their 
decision to block Palestine from becoming a member state of the International Olive 
Council.[HL3878] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
has not made a decision to block Palestinian membership of the International 
Olive Council. At the November meeting of the International Olive Council the 
Palestinian Authority decided not to ask for a vote on their application for full 
membership of the Council. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131216w0001.htm#131
21613000447  
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Gaza 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to the Written Answer by 
Baroness Northover on 4 December (WA 48), what representations they have made to 
the government of Egypt about the restrictions they have placed on the transfer of fuel 
and other essential goods into Gaza.[HL3944] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We are 
concerned by the deteriorating humanitarian situation in Gaza. We are pressing 
Israel, as the Occupying Power, to ease its restrictions on Gaza, stressing the 
damage that those restrictions are doing to the living standards of ordinary 
Palestinians and how supporting legal trade for Gazans is firmly in Israel’s long-
term interests. We have also encouraged the Egyptian authorities to ease the 
movement of bona fide travellers and increase the delivery of humanitarian aid 
through Rafah in the immediate term while expressing our hope that legal trade 
can also be introduced in the future. We have also called on the Israeli, 
Palestinian and Egyptian authorities to find both an immediate and long-term 
solution to the fuel shortage in Gaza. Both the National Security Adviser and the 
British Consul-General in Jerusalem discussed the situation in Gaza with the 
Egyptian authorities during recent visits to Cairo. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131216w0001.htm#131
21613000436  
 
 

United Nations 

With bold steps, 2014 could be 'moment of truth' for Middle East peace – UN envoy 
With another release by Israel of Palestinian prisoners set for later this month, the top 
United Nations envoy for the Middle East urged both sides to refrain from any actions 
which could undermine the prospects for progress in what has been an important year for 
the peace process. … 
“If both parties, with continued effective support by the international community, take the 
bold steps needed to see through what they have started this year, we will reach in 2014 
a moment of truth regarding a two-State solution,” … 
The Special Coordinator also warned that continued settlement activity – illegal under 
international law – could not be reconciled with the goal of the two-state solution. That 
included demolition of unlicensed Palestinian structures, some 74 of which have been 
razed this last week displacing nearly 100 people. 
He also voiced concern about recurrent violence and incitement, particularly the deadly 
shooting of a 14-year-old after allegedly throwing stones at Israeli forces. 
“We urge the Israeli authorities for a timely conclusion of their inquiry into the 
circumstances of this fatal incident, and to act with maximum restraint and avoid the use 
of excessive force,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46754&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UrCBI2QW24Y  
 
UN chief, Security Council, call for calm after shooting on Israeli-Lebanese border 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and the members of Security Council have deplored the 
shooting on Sunday of an Israel Defence Forces (IDF) soldier by a Lebanese soldier, and 
called for calm and continued restraint by all parties. … 
“The Secretary-General reminds the Lebanese Armed Forces of their responsibilities 
under Security Council resolution 1701 and strongly urges both sides to exercise 
restraint.” … 
Also addressing the matter, Ambassador Gerard Araud of France, which holds this 
month’s rotating presidency of the Security Council, read out a statement to  the press on  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131216w0001.htm#13121613000436
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131216w0001.htm#13121613000436
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46754&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UrCBI2QW24Y
http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=S/RES/1701%20(2006)
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behalf of the 15-member body, also calling for calm on the ground. 
He said that after consulting on the matter, the Council called upon the IDF and the 
Lebanese Armed Forces to continue to cooperate with the UNIFIL to ascertain the facts 
related to the incident. In this regard, Council members welcomed the extraordinary 
Tripartite meeting convened by UNIFIL today, and the reaffirmation by the parties of their 
commitment to the cessation of hostilities and of their interest in preserving calm and 
stability along the Blue Line. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46742&Cr=Leban&Cr1=#.UrCBK2QW24Y  
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Other Relevant Information 

CST 

Antisemitic Discourse in Britain in 2012 
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/Antisemitic%20Discourse%20Report%202012%20WEB.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131216/debtext/13121
6-0001.htm#13121614000001  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46742&Cr=Leban&Cr1=#.UrCBK2QW24Y
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131216/debtext/131216-0001.htm#13121614000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131216/debtext/131216-0001.htm#13121614000001
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131216-
0001.htm#13121611000401 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131216-
0002.htm#1312173000183 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0050/amend/ml050-IV.htm   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
 
The UK's Development Work in the Middle East (13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/international-development-committee/news/middle-east/ 
 
UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
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