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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Debate 

Health: End of Life 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131212-
0001.htm#13121261000539  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Questions 

Press Regulation 
Natascha Engel: What steps she is taking to ensure that any future regulator of the 
press will be better equipped than the Press Complaints Commission to tackle 
allegations of discrimination during election campaigns. [901603] 

The Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport (Maria Miller): The royal 
charter, which sets out a framework for the press to establish a self-regulatory 
body, was granted by the Privy Council on 30 October. It protects freedom of the 
press while offering real redress if mistakes are made. The Government have no 
role to judge any proposed self-regulator. 

Natascha Engel: During our inquiry into electoral conduct, we found that if people from a 
particular group, such as Christian, Muslim, Jewish or gay, felt that they had been 
discriminated against in print, they could argue it only under the heading of “inaccuracy” 
with the Press Complaints Commission. Will the Secretary of State use her influence, 
while the new code of conduct is being drafted, to ensure that those who feel 
discriminated against have proper redress in the future? 

Maria Miller: I thank the hon. Lady for her question and commend her for that 
report. My officials are talking to the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
about the findings of the report, but I would say that the Government have no 
influence on the code. I am sure, however, that others who are listening will take 
note of her comments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131212/debtext/13121
2-0001.htm#13121256000011  
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Home Office 

Protecting our mosques and religious institutions: Security Minister James 
Brokenshire 
Our country is a very diverse place to live, and home to people from a variety of different 
backgrounds. …  
That richness and diversity is something we must protect. But sadly, as Security Minister, 
I am only too aware that there are those who seek to challenge it. … 
Following the horrific events in Woolwich earlier this year, all communities across the 
country worried about possible backlash. In some places there were a number of 
appalling attacks against mosques and Islamic centres. … 
… the Prime Minister set up the Extremism Task Force, to look at what more can, and 
should, be done to tackle extremism. That work has now concluded, and the government 
has agreed practical steps to address extremism of all kinds which build on our existing 
approach. These include measures across a range of sectors including prisons, schools, 
universities and online. They also include specific steps to address anti-Muslim hatred 
and Far Right Extremism, such as police action to share information with other countries 
to identify people with Far Right views who are coming to the UK. 
In addition to this, the government supported the founding of Tell MAMA … an initiative 
which measures and monitors anti-Muslim incidents in England … 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/protecting-our-mosques-and-religious-institutions  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Advisory Group On Tackling Sectarianism In Scotland - Advice To Scottish 
Ministers And Report On Activity 9 August 2012 - 15 November 2013 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0044/00440386.pdf 
 
 

Welsh Government 

The Fourteenth Annual Report on Equality 2012–2013 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/gen-
ld9595-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=GEN-LD9595%20-
%20The%20Fourteenth%20Annual%20Report%20on%20Equality%202012-13%20-
%20Working%20for%20Equality%20in%20Wales  
 
 

Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission 

The 2013 Annual Statement Human Rights in Northern Ireland 
http://www.nihrc.org/documents/NIHRC%20Annual%20Statement.pdf 
 
 

Charity Commission 

Investigation into grant-making charity - regulator publishes report 
The Charity Commission … published a report of its investigation into Mayfair Charities 
Limited … which … works to support charitable Jewish organisations in the UK and 
abroad, especially those in the field of education and relief of poverty. … 
The inquiry investigated how the complex network of property related financial 
arrangements between the charity, its trading subsidiaries and companies connected to 
the   trustees   worked  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity. …  The  regulator's  investigation  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/protecting-our-mosques-and-religious-institutions
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0044/00440386.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/gen-ld9595-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=GEN-LD9595%20-%20The%20Fourteenth%20Annual%20Report%20on%20Equality%202012-13%20-%20Working%20for%20Equality%20in%20Wales
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/gen-ld9595-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=GEN-LD9595%20-%20The%20Fourteenth%20Annual%20Report%20on%20Equality%202012-13%20-%20Working%20for%20Equality%20in%20Wales
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/gen-ld9595-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=GEN-LD9595%20-%20The%20Fourteenth%20Annual%20Report%20on%20Equality%202012-13%20-%20Working%20for%20Equality%20in%20Wales
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/gen-ld9595-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=GEN-LD9595%20-%20The%20Fourteenth%20Annual%20Report%20on%20Equality%202012-13%20-%20Working%20for%20Equality%20in%20Wales
http://www.nihrc.org/documents/NIHRC%20Annual%20Statement.pdf
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concluded that the arrangements did ultimately benefit the charity. 
The inquiry also investigated various financial transactions including a particular loan by 
the charity to a subsidiary. Although the loan generated an income of 8% for the charity, 
in order to discharge their legal duties the trustees ought to have been periodically 
reviewing the terms and circumstances of the loan and whether full repayment or some 
capital repayments should be made. … 
The regulator also examined a loan, now repaid, by a company connected to the trustees 
to a subsidiary of the charity. The Inquiry's view was that it was difficult for the 
transaction to be negotiated or supervised in a truly arm's length way given that the 
directors of both companies were the same people and they were also two of the three 
trustees of the charity. … 
Whilst the Inquiry has identified the issues referred to above … the Inquiry did not identify 
any significant failings in the administration of the charity. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/news/investigation-into-grant-making-charity-
regulator-publishes-report/  
 
Inquiry Report: Mayfair Charities Limited 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/588729/mayfair_charities_ltd.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-08600 Stewart Maxwell: Holocaust Memorial Day 2014—That the Parliament 
notes that 27 January 2014 marks Holocaust Memorial Day, the 69th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, and an opportunity for schools, colleges, faith groups and 
communities across Scotland to remember the six million men, women and children 
murdered by the Nazi regime in occupied Europe; further notes that the theme of 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2014 is "journeys"; values the Holocaust Educational Trust’s 
Lessons from Auschwitz Project, which gives two post-16 students from every school and 
college in Scotland the opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau; applauds Ruth Laird 
and William Seaborne, two students from Queen Anne High School in Dunfermline, who 
took part in the project and who will deliver the Parliament’s Time for Reflection message 
on 21 January 2014; celebrates the Holocaust survivors who have enriched Scotland as a 
nation, and recommits to ensuring that racism, sectarianism and bigotry are never allowed 
to go unchallenged in Scotland. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advanc
e&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08600&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Question 

Middle East 
Caroline Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 3 December 2013, Official Report, column 593W, on Gaza, 
how many times (a) he and (b) his officials  have called on  Israel to open up  legal  trade  
 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/news/investigation-into-grant-making-charity-regulator-publishes-report/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/news/investigation-into-grant-making-charity-regulator-publishes-report/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/588729/mayfair_charities_ltd.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08600&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-08600&ResultsPerPage=10
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for Gaza in each of the last three years; if he will make an assessment of whether the 
Israeli restrictions are compliant with the human rights conditions in Article 2 of the EU-
Israel Association agreement; and if he will make a statement. [178764] 

Hugh Robertson: We remain deeply concerned by the situation in Gaza. We call 
on Israel to comply with its obligations under international law and international 
agreements, ease restrictions on Gaza, and open up legal trade and freedom of 
movement. Ministers and officials continue to press Israel on this issue. We do not 
hold records on the number of times this has been raised in the last three years. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131212/text/131212w0
001.htm#13121273000009 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0
001.htm#13120376000007  
 
 

House of Lords Written Question 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, following the recent report by the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in the Occupied Territories, what action 
they will take to help prevent epidemics in Gaza arising from the closure of the power 
station due to fuel shortages.[HL3787] 

Baroness Northover: We are monitoring the deteriorating situation in Gaza very 
closely. We continue to support the UN Relief and Works Agency, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and others to provide humanitarian aid 
to the people of Gaza. Meanwhile, the UK government continues to call on Israel 
to lift the movement and access restrictions which need to be eased in order to 
improve the economic and humanitarian situation in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131212w0001.htm#131
21265000105  
 
 

Quilliam 

Israel-Palestine: The Peace Process and Global Extremist Discourse  
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/publications/free/israel-
palestine-the-peace-process-and-global-extremist-discourse.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131203/text/131203w0001.htm#13120376000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131212w0001.htm#13121265000105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131212w0001.htm#13121265000105
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/publications/free/israel-palestine-the-peace-process-and-global-extremist-discourse.pdf
http://www.quilliamfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/publications/free/israel-palestine-the-peace-process-and-global-extremist-discourse.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
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Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
** Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Marriage%20and%20Civil%20Partnership%20(
Scotland)%20Bill/websiteamendments.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
 
The UK's Development Work in the Middle East (13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/international-development-committee/news/middle-east/ 
 
UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 

TOP 
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