
 1

10 December 2013

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
SCoJeC 

Contents 
Home Affairs 

Holocaust 

Israel 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

First Same Sex weddings to happen from 29 March 2014 
… Maria Miller said: Marriage is one of our most important institutions, and from 29 
March 2014 it will be open to everyone, irrespective of whether they fall in love with 
someone of the same sex or opposite sex. 
This is just another step in the evolution of marriage and I know that many couples up 
and down the country will be hugely excited that they can now plan for their big day and 
demonstrate their love and commitment to each other by getting married. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-same-sex-weddings-to-happen-from-29-
march-2014  
 
 

Deputy Prime Minister’s Office 

Nick Clegg on same sex marriages taking place from March 2014 
This is the news many couples have been waiting for. After a long and important battle, 
this is a wonderful step forward for equality. Love is the same, gay or straight, so it’s only 
right that the civil institution should be the same. 
Next March will be a real moment for celebration as same sex couples finally get the 
chance to express their love through marriage. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nick-clegg-on-same-sex-marriages-taking-place-
from-march-2014  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Racist incidents fall by 14 per cent 
… Today’s Racist Incidents in Scotland statistics for 2012-13, which present the latest 
figures on racist incidents recorded by Scotland’s eight legacy police forces, show that 
the number of incidents recorded by the police has decreased from 5,389 to 4,628 – 
down 14 per cent. At the same time, the clear up rate has risen from 68 to 71 per cent. 
Roseanna Cunningham …  said: “I welcome the fact that racist incidents have decreased 
quite  considerably  in  the  last  year  and  that  the  decrease  is  in  line with the general  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-same-sex-weddings-to-happen-from-29-march-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-same-sex-weddings-to-happen-from-29-march-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nick-clegg-on-same-sex-marriages-taking-place-from-march-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nick-clegg-on-same-sex-marriages-taking-place-from-march-2014
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downward trend of recent years. I also welcome the increase in the clear up rate, which 
is testament to the hard work of our police officers. 
“However, with 4,628 incidents still recorded in 2012-13, there can be no let-up in our 
efforts to tackle racism in all forms and all walks of life. Racism is completely 
unacceptable and we cannot allow the actions of a minority to spoil this country’s 
reputation as a warm, welcoming, tolerant nation where diversity is valued. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Racist-incidents-fall-by-14-per-cent-726.aspx 
 
Racist Incidents Recorded by the Police in Scotland, 2012-13    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00439845.pdf 
 
 

Scottish Human Rights Commission 

Launch of Scotland's National Action Plan for Human Rights    
… The evidence gathered by the Commission reveals that while Scotland has a good 
record in policy and law making, human rights are not consistently being promoted, 
respected or protected in peoples every day lives. … 
Deputy First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said: “… This government is committed to building 
a modern, inclusive Scotland which protects, respects and realises everyone’s human 
rights. … We will continue to work with the Scottish Human Rights Commission to make 
rights a reality for all in Scotland, in keeping with the importance this government has 
long attached to human dignity, equality and fairness and the pursuit of social justice.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/news/latestnews/article/snapnews2013 
 
Scotland’s National Action Plan for Human Rights 2013 - 2017 
http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/application/resources/documents/SNAP/SNAPpdfWeb.pdf 
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Holocaust 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Questions 

Teaching about the Holocaust 
Mr Weir asked the Minister of Education what plans there are to increase teaching about 
the Holocaust. (AQW 28776/11-15) 

Mr O’Dowd: The Department of Education has no plans to increase teaching 
about the Holocaust. There are opportunities for schools to explore the Holocaust 
and related issues through a number of Areas of Learning within the revised 
curriculum. 
The revised curriculum provides teachers with greater flexibility over how they 
deliver the curriculum to meet pupils’ needs. The minimum content to be taught in 
each Area of Learning is set out in legislation. In line with the flexibility provided by 
the revised curriculum, the specifics of what is taught, and how it is taught under 
each Area of Learning, is a matter for each teacher and school. 

pWA153  http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/13-12-06.pdf  
 

 
 
 

http://news.scotland.gov.uk/News/Racist-incidents-fall-by-14-per-cent-726.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0043/00439845.pdf
http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/news/latestnews/article/snapnews2013
http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/application/resources/documents/SNAP/SNAPpdfWeb.pdf
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/13-12-06.pdf
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Holocaust Educational Trust 
Mr Agnew asked the Minister of Education whether he received any requests to meet 
with the Holocaust Educational Trust; and if so, to provide further details. (AQW 
28928/11-15) 
Mr O’Dowd: I have not received any direct requests to meet with the Holocaust 
Education Trust (HET). 
In January 2013, Sammy Wilson MP MLA asked me to consider a funding request for the 
“Lessons from Auschwitz” Project, and at that time suggested a meeting with the 
Holocaust Educational Trust’s Head of Public Affairs. My reply to him explained that the 
Department of Education no longer receives an allocation from the Treasury to fund 
participation in the project by schools in the north of Ireland. In view of the lack of funding 
for the project I did not consider it appropriate to engage in a meeting with the Trust. 
The curriculum in place in all schools in the north of Ireland provides opportunities to 
explore the Holocaust and related issues. In line with the flexibility provided by the 
revised curriculum, it is a matter for individual schools to decide on their involvement with 
outside organisations, such as the Holocaust Educational Trust, to assist in their delivery 
of the curriculum. 
pWA155  http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/13-12-06.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Questions 

Israel 
Mrs Main: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs with 
reference to the answers of 11 June 2012 and 17 December 2012, what recent contact 
and discussions the British Ambassador to Israel has had with the Negev Coexistence 
Forum. [179673] 

Hugh Robertson: Officials from the British embassy in Tel Aviv met with the head 
of the Negev Coexistence Forum on 28 November. 

Mrs Main: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
Ministers in his Department plan to visit the unrecognised Bedouin villages of the Negev. 
[179674] 

Hugh Robertson: My predecessor, my right hon. Friend the Member for North 
East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), visited unrecognised Bedouin villages in the 
Negev in January 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131209/text/131209w0
002.htm#13120943000045 
 

The answers referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0
009.htm#12061267000361 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121217/text/121217w0
003.htm#1212185000009  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Documents/Answer-Book/2013/13-12-06.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131209/text/131209w0002.htm#13120943000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131209/text/131209w0002.htm#13120943000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0009.htm#12061267000361
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120611/text/120611w0009.htm#12061267000361
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121217/text/121217w0003.htm#1212185000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm121217/text/121217w0003.htm#1212185000009
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House of Lords Written Questions 

Palestine 
Lord Turnberg: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what encouragement they are giving 
to the Palestinian Authority to accept the invitation by Mr Netanyahu for its President, 
Mahmood Abbas, to address the Knesset.[HL3749] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have not discussed this specific invitation with President Abbas. However, we 
continue to encourage both President Abbas and Prime Minister Netanyahu to 
demonstrate further bold leadership to advance peace and build trust. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131209w0001.htm#131
20916000342  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to take any 
action to lift the blockade of Gaza.[HL3733] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) We are 
calling on Israel to ease their restrictions on Gaza and on the Israeli, Egyptian and 
Palestinian authorities to make determined efforts to open up legal trade and 
movement for the people of Gaza. 
The Minister of State for the Middle East, my Rt. Hon. Friend the Member for 
Faversham and Mid Kent (Mr Robertson) made representations on Gaza to the 
Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and discussed it with the Palestinian President and 
Foreign Minister during his visit to the region on 4-5 November. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131209w0001.htm#131
20916000326  
 
 

United Nations 

Gaza: UN confirms permission to import building materials, urges action on energy 
crisis 
The Government of Israel has decided to resume the transfer of construction materials 
for United Nations projects in Gaza, the top UN envoy for the Middle East confirmed 
today, while stressing the urgency of addressing the shortage of energy and other needs 
of Palestinians in the territory. 
“The United Nations is implementing a package worth $500 million of critical construction 
projects such as schools, social housing and water and sanitation facilities in Gaza,” 
Robert Serry, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, said in a 
statement confirming the materials transfer. … 
Power supply has been severely limited for the 1.7 million Gaza residents during the time 
since the only power plant in Gaza was shut down due to a critical fuel shortage on 1 
November … 
Electricity is supplied through Israeli and Egyptian feeder lines but the Gaza Power Plant 
provides approximately 30 per cent of Gaza’s total energy supply … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46690&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UqdMfWQW24Y  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131209w0001.htm#13120916000342
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131209w0001.htm#13120916000342
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131209w0001.htm#13120916000326
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131209w0001.htm#13120916000326
http://www.unsco.org/Documents/Statements/SC/2013/Statement%20by%20the%20UN%20Special%20Coordinator%209%20Dec%202013.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46690&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UqdMfWQW24Y
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Other Relevant Information 

Council of the European Union 

Council conclusions on combating hate crime in the European Union  
… The Council invites member states to: … 
3. ensure prompt and effective investigation and prosecution of hate crimes ensuring 

that bias motives are taken into consideration and throughout criminal proceedings;  
4. take appropriate measures to facilitate the reporting of hate crimes by victims and as 

far as possible also associations supporting them, including measures to build trust in 
police and other state institutions;  

5. collect and publish comprehensive and comparable data on hate crimes, as far as 
possible including the number of such incidents reported by the public and recorded 
by law enforcement authorities; the number of convictions; the bias motives behind 
these crimes; and the punishments handed down to offenders;  

6. ensure that victims of hate crime are assisted, supported and protected … 
7.  promote training for relevant practitioners coming into contact with victims of hate 

crime … 
8.  enhance preventive measures, inter alia by reflecting remembrance in human rights 

education, history curricula and relevant training, taking steps to educate the public 
on the values of cultural diversity and inclusion, and aiming for all sectors of society 
to have a role in combating such intolerance; … 

Invites the Commission to: … 
14. allocate the necessary budget to fund projects to prevent and combat hate crime, 
including remembrance projects and awareness raising campaigns, under the Union 
financing programmes; … 
Invites relevant EU Agencies to: … 
18. the Fundamental Rights Agency to continue assessing in an objective, reliable and 

comparable manner the extent of racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and other forms 
of hate crime through EU-wide surveys; … 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/jha/139949.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/jha/139949.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131209-
0001.htm#1312093000345  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0059/amend/ml059-ira.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
 
UK policy towards Iran (closing date 13 January 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/iran-2014/  
 
Extending Charity Commission’s powers to tackle abuse in charities (closing date 
12 February 2014) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263248/Co
nsultation-on-Extending-the-Charity-Commissions-powers_4-December.pdf 
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