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Home Affairs 

Deputy Prime Minister’s Office 

Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg's 2013 Hanukkah message 
The festival of Hanukkah reminds us of the incredible courage and resilience shown by 
Jewish men, women and children in the face of often overwhelming prejudice and 
discrimination. 
It’s a time when Jews around the world reflect on the continuing struggle against anti-
Semitism and against those forces which even today continue to threaten their families 
and seek to destroy their way of life. 
At the heart of Hanukkah is the story of a light continuing to burn in the darkness, against 
all odds. It represents the power and potential we all have - whatever our beliefs or 
background - to meet the greatest of challenges and build the best of lives. 
That commitment to freedom, hope for the future and ability to endure is evident in every 
area of Britain’s Jewish community. It’s what helps make Britain the open, progressive 
and culturally rich country it is today. 
So, as the sun sets and families gather together to light the candles on their Hanukiah, I 
want to wish everyone celebrating Hanukkah, at home and abroad, a peaceful and happy 
holiday.  Chanukah sameach to you all. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/deputy-prime-minister-nick-cleggs-2013-hanukkah-
message  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister concerned by deteriorating economic situation in Gaza 
One year after the end of last November’s Gaza conflict, the Minister for the Middle East 
Hugh Robertson said: We welcome the fact that the ceasefire has largely been respected 
in the past 12 months. This needs to continue: all sides must fully implement their 
obligations under the agreement. This needs to include a complete end to militant 
activities, including rocket fire and provocations such as the recent tunnels constructed 
into Israel. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/deputy-prime-minister-nick-cleggs-2013-hanukkah-message
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The Foreign Secretary said a year ago, when welcoming the agreement, that the priority 
must now be to build on the ceasefire and to address the underlying causes of the 
conflict, including more open access to and from Gaza for trade as well as humanitarian 
assistance, and an end to the smuggling of weapons. I regret that this has yet to happen. 
It is profoundly disappointing that the living conditions for the 1.7 million civilians inside 
Gaza have, if anything, deteriorated. Severe restrictions on the import and export of 
goods and passenger traffic are triggering yet higher levels of unemployment and poverty 
and Gaza is without power for 16 hours a day. 
We call on the Israeli, Egyptian and Palestinian authorities to work together to ensure 
that the efforts to shut down smuggling tunnels are accompanied by equally determined 
efforts to open up legal trade and movement for the people of Gaza. The needs and 
rights of ordinary Palestinians in Gaza must be protected as must the legitimate security 
concerns of Israel and Egypt. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-concerned-by-deteriorating-economic-
situation-in-gaza  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

FRA presents antisemitism survey results to European Parliament 
… The meeting brought together some 100 participants, including Members of the 
European Parliament and national parliaments, the European Commission, government 
representatives, civil society organizations working in the field of combating hate crimes, 
including from Muslim, Roma and EU-based human rights networks. FRA’s results raised 
participants' awareness on a number of challenges faced by Jewish people in Europe 
and on the persistent level of hate crimes. 
"Antisemitism in the EU appears to be widespread, according to findings from FRA’s 
survey among Jews. In the eight countries surveyed, about three quarters believe that 
antisemitism is worse now than it was five years ago, particularly online. Many have 
personally experienced antisemitic hate crime and harassment. This FRA report seeks to 
help put an end to the worry many Jews feel for simply being themselves," said Ioannis 
Dimitrakopoulos, Head of Equality and Citizens’ Rights Department at the FRA. 
The presentation triggered a lively debate. The European Commission expressed 
support for the findings and said that civil society actions, advocacy and training activities 
to combat antisemitism can be undertaken under the current call for proposals on the 
Fundamental Rights and Citizenship programme - Action grants 2013, which is open until 
12 March 2014. 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2013/fra-presents-antisemitism-survey-results-european-
parliament  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-concerned-by-deteriorating-economic-situation-in-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-concerned-by-deteriorating-economic-situation-in-gaza
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/grants/just_2013_frc_ag_en.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2013/fra-presents-antisemitism-survey-results-european-parliament
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2013/fra-presents-antisemitism-survey-results-european-parliament
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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