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Home Affairs 

Farm Animal Welfare Committee 

Work Plan 2013-2016 
… Welfare at Killing Standing Committee …  
5) Recoverable stunning (requested by Defra, Welsh and Scottish Governments) (spring-
summer 2014)  

 EU changes to technical parameters required for stunning, and whether or not the 
new parameters are reliable in producing a recoverable stun (as opposed to 
possibly killing the animal), which is crucial factor in any acceptability for Halal. If 
not, what alternative technical parameters could we make mandatory for religious 
slaughter that would provide for good welfare while ensuring that the stun is 
recoverable?  

http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/FAWC-Work-Plan-2013-2016.pdf  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Faith-based sector at the heart of communities across Northern Ireland – McCausland 
… Minister McCausland said: “It is clear to me that churches and faith based 
organisations play a significant and important role in meeting the needs of people in our 
most disadvantaged communities. Given their unique position at the heart of their 
communities, and the diversity of the issues they deal with, they have the potential to 
share best practice and to influence the work of government departments. 
“That is why the work of the Community Faiths’ Forum is vital. Since its establishment in 
2010, I have been pleased to see the work of the Forum develop to ensure that we bring 
a faith-based perspective in addressing a whole range of community and social issues 
across Northern Ireland. …  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-dsd-211113-faith-based-sector  
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Israel 
House of Commons Question 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
col 1227  Dr Offord: … On the Israeli streets and in the corridors of power, Iran remains 
the No. 1 issue of concern. Earlier this week, French President Hollande visited Israel to 
discuss this matter with Israeli counterparts and appears to have clearly understood 
Israel’s legitimate concerns. When will our Prime Minister be visiting Israel, our close 
democratic ally in the region, to discuss the Iranian nuclear issue and other regional 
concerns? 

The Prime Minister: I thank my hon. Friend for his question. I know that many 
people in his constituency care deeply about this issue and about the future of 
Israel. I will never forget the visit that I made as Leader of the Opposition, and I 
look forward to visiting, I hope, next year. I completely understand— 

Sir Bob Russell (Colchester) (LD): What about the Palestinians? 
The Prime Minister: Of course. When I went to Israel, I visited not only occupied 
east Jerusalem but other places in Palestine as well, as is proper. I do understand 
the very real concern that Israelis have about the potential Iranian nuclear 
weapon. That is why I spoke to President Rouhani of Iran last night to make it 
clear that we want a good outcome to these talks, but it has got to be an outcome 
that takes Iran further away from a nuclear weapon rather than one that retains 
the status quo. …  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131120/debtext/13112
0-0001.htm#13112076000007  
 
 

United Nations 

Veteran Red Cross official to head UN agency for Palestinian refugees 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced the appointment today of a veteran Red 
Cross official to head the main United Nations agency responsible for Palestinian 
refugees. 
Pierre Krähenbühl of Switzerland, currently Director of Operations at the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), overseeing 12,000 staff in 80 countries, succeeds 
Filippo Grandi of Italy as Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East.  Prior to his current Red Cross post, he served as 
personal advisor to the President of the ICRC (2000-2002), carrying out various field 
assignments in El Salvador, Peru, Afghanistan and Bosnia-Herzegovina, and before that 
he was Head of Operations for Central and South-Eastern Europe. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46548&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uo4LAGR823A  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Question 

Middle East 
Jonathan Edwards: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what steps he is taking to promote freedom of religion and religious plurality in the 
Middle East. [175681] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131120/debtext/131120-0001.htm#13112076000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131120/debtext/131120-0001.htm#13112076000007
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2013/sga1444.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46548&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uo4LAGR823A
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Hugh Robertson: The Government is committed to supporting the fundamental 
human right to freedom of religion or belief. Article 18 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights is the basis of our position. We support this right in the Middle 
East by: raising concerns with Government interlocutors; building international 
consensus around freedom of religion or belief; supporting practical projects on 
community dialogue; and engaging with civil society and faith groups. 
In September 2013 at the UN General Assembly my right hon. and noble Friend, 
Baroness Warsi, convened a group of Foreign Ministers and officials from 
international organisations. This was the second in a series of meetings to discuss 
international efforts to fight against violence in the name of religion, and to 
promote freedom of religion and belief for all. We intend this as an ongoing 
initiative to build greater political will to tackle this issue in the countries where it 
matters most. 
Against a backdrop of deep and difficult challenges facing minority communities, 
the Government is working hard to support the building of societies in the Middle 
East and North Africa which respect human rights, the rule of law, and the equality 
and opportunity of all citizens. To this end, we support long-term political and 
economic reform in the region through the Arab Partnership, which includes a 
£110 million fund over 2011-15. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131120/text/131120w0
001.htm#131120113000045  
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Other Relevant Information 

Tell MAMA / University of Birmingham 

“Maybe we are hated”: the experience and impact of anti-Muslim hate on British 
Muslim women 
http://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/maybewearehated.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131120/text/131120w0001.htm#131120113000045
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131120/text/131120w0001.htm#131120113000045
http://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/maybewearehated.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131120-
gc0001.htm#131120100000111  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Suicide Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/69604.aspx  
 
** Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 

Stage 1 Debate 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8640&mode=html
#iob_78173 
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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