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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Question 

Sport: Racism 
Lord Hanningfield: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what provisions they are making 
to support anti-discrimination campaigns, such as “Kick it Out”, in their efforts to deal with 
racism in sport.[HL3036] 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble (Con): Racism is absolutely indefensible and must not 
be tolerated in any form. We have come a long way in tackling racism in sport in 
this country in the last 25 years and anti-discrimination campaigns such as “Kick it 
Out” are vital in ensuring that we continue to push for positive change. 
Through Sport England, we are investing over £1m in ‘Sporting Equals’ who 
actively tackle discrimination and promote greater involvement in sport and 
physical activity by all communities that are disengaged, especially the black and 
minority ethnic (BME) population. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#131
11264000302  
 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill 
Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will amend the Marriage and 
Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill to state that the current definition of marriage is a belief 
worthy of respect in a democratic society.  (S4W-17753)  

Alex Neil: No. We do not consider such an amendment is necessary.  
There is nothing in the Bill which would stop persons from holding that belief. In 
addition, section 14 of the Bill provides that the introduction of same sex marriage 
will have no impact on existing rights to freedom of speech.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17753&ResultsPerPage=10 
  
Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will seek to amend the 
Equality Act 2010 to (a) include in the protected characteristic of religion or belief, 
support for the current definition of marriage and (b) ensure that people opposed to 
same-sex marriage should not experience any detriment because of their views.  (S4W-
17754)  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000302
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000302
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17753&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17753&ResultsPerPage=10
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Alex Neil: No.  
The Scottish Government fully respects the belief held by many people and 
organisations that marriage can only ever be between a man and a woman. 
However, we would not support an amendment to the protected characteristic of 
religion or belief in the Equality Act 2010 to make specific provision on beliefs 
about marriage. Adding a specific amendment to the protected characteristic 
which related to beliefs about marriage could cast doubt about whether other 
strongly held beliefs are covered as well.  
Where necessary, the Government is proposing provision to protect specific 
persons, such as the provisions in the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) 
Bill, and related amendments to the 2010 Act, to make it clear that religious and 
belief bodies opposed to same sex marriage are under no obligation to solemnise 
such marriages.  
The Government has indicated that persons opposed to same sex marriage 
should suffer no detriment just because of their reasonably expressed views. The 
Bill has provision at section 14 making it clear that the introduction of same sex 
marriage will have no impact on existing rights to freedom of speech. In addition, 
the Lord Advocate has issued prosecution guidance in relation to same sex 
marriage:  
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Prosecution_Policy_Guidance/Guidel
ines_and_Policy/PROSECUTION%20GUIDANCE%20IN%20RELATION%20TO
%20SAME%20SEX%20MARRIAGE.pdf  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17754&ResultsPerPage=10 
  
Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government, if same-sex marriage was introduced, 
what its position is on whether it would be appropriate for public sector employers to take 
into account the views on this of (a) applicants for posts and (b) staff when considering 
their suitability for employment.  (S4W-17756)  

Alex Neil: The Government considers that public sector appointments should be 
based on merit and not on any views which applicants and staff may have on 
same sex marriage. Local authorities and public bodies are subject to the Equality 
Act 2010 and, as such, are directly prohibited from discriminating against any 
person because of their religion or belief.  

In addition, the Human Rights Act 1998 makes it unlawful for public authorities to breach 
the European Convention on Human Rights. The convention includes provisions on the 
right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and the right to freedom of 
expression.  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17756&ResultsPerPage=10 
  
Murdo Fraser: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will amend the Charities and 
Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 to specify that organisations opposed to same-
sex marriage will not fail to meet the charity test because of this view.  (S4W-17757)  

Alex Neil: No. We do not consider such an amendment is necessary.  
Section 7 of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 provides 
that a body meets the charity test if its purposes consist only of one or more of the 
charitable purposes and it provides public benefit. One of the charitable purposes 
laid down in section 7 of the 2005 Act is the advancement of religion.  
Decisions on charitable status are a matter for the Office of the Scottish Charity 
Regulator (OSCR). OSCR have advised us that the simple expression of a view 
on same sex marriage which was to the furtherance of a body’s charitable 
purposes is not expected to adversely affect the body’s charitable status. In 
addition, the Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill has provision at section  
 

http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Prosecution_Policy_Guidance/Guidelines_and_Policy/PROSECUTION%20GUIDANCE%20IN%20RELATION%20TO%20SAME%20SEX%20MARRIAGE.pdf
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Prosecution_Policy_Guidance/Guidelines_and_Policy/PROSECUTION%20GUIDANCE%20IN%20RELATION%20TO%20SAME%20SEX%20MARRIAGE.pdf
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/images/Documents/Prosecution_Policy_Guidance/Guidelines_and_Policy/PROSECUTION%20GUIDANCE%20IN%20RELATION%20TO%20SAME%20SEX%20MARRIAGE.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17754&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17754&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17756&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17756&ResultsPerPage=10
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14 making it clear that the introduction of same sex marriage will have no impact 
on existing rights to freedom of speech.  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17757&ResultsPerPage=10 

TOP 
 

 

 

Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 
Iran’s Nuclear Weapons Programme 
includes: 
col 219WH  Jeremy Corbyn: … Does he not think that the key to the issue in that region 
is for Israel to divest itself of nuclear weapons in order to remove the potential for a 
nuclear arms race in the region? 

 

Mr Hollobone: … We can certainly agree that the situation must be resolved quickly, and 
that the current US-led negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians offer perhaps 
the best chance of resolving those issues since the state of Israel was founded. … 

 

col 220WH  Mr Clappison: … Does he not agree that Iran has shown ample evidence of 
its hostility towards a peaceful solution to the situation between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis, and that Iran’s aggression is in fact directed towards the existence of Israel? 

 

Mr Hollobone: I agree with my hon. Friend that Iran has said some unfriendly and 
unpleasant things about the state of Israel and its right to exist …  
… the perspective of the state of Israel is that the Jewish diaspora throughout the world, 
but mainly in eastern and western Europe, suffered the horrors of the holocaust, and out 
of that was born the state of Israel. … half the present world’s Jewish population lives in 
the state of Israel, and they have found nowhere safe in the world throughout the history 
of the Jewish people. The state of Israel now offers the best chance for Jewish people to 
live in peace. They have developed a nuclear weapon or weapons because they want to 
defend themselves. They do not want to deploy that weapon against anyone else; they 
just want to be left in peace. 

 

Ben Wallace: I fully accept many of my hon. Friend’s arguments about an expansionist 
versus a defending nation, but … Iran is a signatory to the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty, which imposes certain obligations that ultimately involve its being taken to the 
Security Council; Israel is not. Does he therefore recognise the disparity there, and will 
he join me in urging Israel to sign the NNPT, or at least to allow inspection of its sites? 

 

Mr Hollobone: Yes, I agree that Israel should be a signatory, but there would be no 
question of Israel giving up its nuclear weapons. Enough bad things have been done to 
the Jewish people over two millennia that they simply will not give them up. 

 

Julian Lewis: … if Israel were led by undemocratic, tyrannical religious fundamentalists 
and Iran was led by a democratically elected Parliament and Government that were 
constitutionally capable of being removed without strife, we might be having this debate 
about Israel’s nuclear weapons rather than Iran’s. … 

 

col 221WH  … Would we be having this debate if the state of Israel did not exist? 
Perhaps, but the threat of Iran deploying a nuclear weapon would not be nearly as great. 
… There has been argument about whether they have said that Israel should be wiped 
off the map, but that is clearly the intention of some people in positions of authority in 
Iran. … If a future regime had the ability to manufacture a warhead and the ballistic 
capability to deliver it on Israel, it might well decide to take the chance to wipe out 7 
million Israelis. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131112/halltext/131112
h0001.htm#13111261000001  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17757&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-17757&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131112/halltext/131112h0001.htm#13111261000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131112/halltext/131112h0001.htm#13111261000001
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col 229WH  Martin Horwood: … Israel must also see its long-term interests. Surely, the 
most positive thing for Israel would be a process that ultimately leads towards a nuclear-
free middle east and certainly one that has a realistic prospect of achieving a nuclear-
free Iran. …  

 

col 230WH Jim Cunningham: … we cannot have a settlement with Iran in isolation. 
Does the hon. Gentleman also not think that the settlements Israel has been building 
have thrown some difficulties in the way of the road map to peace? 

 

col 233WH  Julian Lewis:  … we would be concerned today about Israel’s nuclear 
arsenal if Israel were governed by an extremist religious clique, and we would not be 
worried about Iran having nuclear weapons to anything like the extent that we are if Iran 
were as democratic as Israel is at present. … Israel giving up its nuclear weapons—and 
Israel is not party to the NPT—would actually encourage other countries to commit 
aggression against it. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131112/halltext/131112
h0002.htm  
 
 

House of Commons Questions 

Palestinians 
Jack Lopresti: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what information his Department holds on how many Palestinians receiving United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency aid are surviving refugees from 1948. [174632] 

Mr Duncan: I have been asked to reply on behalf of the Department for 
International Development. 
The registration of refugees falls under the mandate of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency. DFID does not hold this information. 

Jack Lopresti: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether Palestinians who were born and live in the West Bank and Gaza are considered 
by his Department to be refugees. [174634] 

Hugh Robertson: Under the operational definition used by the UN Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA), Palestine refugees are people whose normal place of 
residence was Palestine between June 1946 and May 1948, and who lost both 
their homes and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict, 
and their dependents. The descendants of Palestine refugee males are also 
eligible for registration. Some of those eligible were born and/or live in Gaza and 
the west bank. UNRWA's mandate has been regularly considered and renewed 
by the UN General Assembly. 
Palestine refugees are not necessarily refugees as defined by the 1951 UN 
refugee convention. Those Palestinians receiving UNRWA assistance or 
protection are ineligible for refugee status under the convention, pursuant to 
article 1D of the convention. Those Palestinians who have not been assisted or 
protected by UNRWA must establish, if seeking asylum, that they meet the 
definition of a refugee in article 1A of the convention. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131112/text/131112w0
001.htm#13111270000017 
 
 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel 
Lord Stoddart of Swindon: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make 
representations to the government of Israel to declare (1) any stocks of nuclear weapons 
they possess, and (2) any facilities they fund to research and produce such 
weapons.[HL3069] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131112/halltext/131112h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131112/halltext/131112h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131112/text/131112w0001.htm#13111270000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131112/text/131112w0001.htm#13111270000017
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The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): Israel has not declared a nuclear weapons programme. We have regular 
discussions with the Government of Israel on a range of nuclear-related issues. 
The Government of Israel is in no doubt as to our views. We encourage Israel to 
become a state party to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. We also call on 
Israel to agree a Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had, or plan 
to have, with the government of Israel about UNICEF's report Children in Israeli Military 
Detention, published in March; and what action they will be encouraging Israel to take in 
the light of that report's conclusions.[HL3085] 

Baroness Warsi: Our Ambassador to Tel Aviv raised the issue of Palestinian 
children in Israeli military detention again with the Israeli Minister of Justice on 16 
October. The issue was also highlighted by the UK during Israel's Universal Peer 
Review at the UN Human Rights Council on 29 October. We will continue to raise 
this issue with the Israeli authorities and encourage further progress, including on 
the recommendations in the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) report as 
well as the independent UK-funded report published in June 2012. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#131
11264000292 
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel about Palestinian access to gas and oil fields off the 
coast of Palestine.[HL3061] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We have regular discussions with the Israeli and Palestinian authorities 
about Palestinian Authority development of the gas and oil fields off the coast of 
Gaza. The issue was last raised by our Ambassador to Tel Aviv with the Israeli 
Prime Minister's Office on 30 October. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#131
11264000293  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they are giving any 
support to the Palestinian Authority in its recent request that countries impose tighter 
controls on companies doing business with Israeli settlements in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem. [HL3026] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We are not providing support to the Palestinian Authority regarding its 
recent request that countries impose tighter controls on companies doing 
business with Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). 
We are in the process of updating our online guidance for citizens and businesses 
on overseas markets, including Israel and the OPTs, in line with the UK Action 
Plan on Business and Human Rights. We expect this guidance to be published in 
the coming weeks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#131
11264000294 
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what recent representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the six-mile fishing limit for Gazan 
fishermen.[HL3062] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000292
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000292
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000293
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000293
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000294
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000294
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The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) 
(Con): We regularly make representations at both ministerial and official level to 
the Israeli authorities on the urgent need to ease restrictions on Gaza, including 
fishing limits, most recently with the Israeli Ministry of Defence on 17 October. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.ht
m#13111264000288  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (739) Press freedom in Israel – That this House notes that, on a daily 
basis, Israeli authorities restrict journalists' movements and there are hundreds of military 
checkpoints that constrain or forbid journalists' movements; further notes that despite the 
long standing campaigning by journalists and civil rights organisations, the Israeli 
authorities continue to reject identiy cards, accreditation and press cards, including the 
International Federation of Journalists press card, when carried by Palestinian 
journalists; condemns the continuous attacks by Israeli soldiers on Palestinian news 
gatherers, in particular photographers and camera crews, the level of attacks has 
increased during the first half of 2013, in 2012 the attacks involved rubber coated steel 
bullets, tear grenades and stun grenades; and reaffirms that freedom of movement is a 
central tenet of independent professional journalism and, in restricting such a right, Israeli 
authorities are in breach of international covenants and the right to report. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/739  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0032/amend/su032-X-b.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000288
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131112w0001.htm#13111264000288
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/739
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0032/amend/su032-X-b.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
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