
 1

 

31 October 2013
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

Contents 
Israel Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Question 

Middle East 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether Israel's renewal of co-operation with the United Nations Council for Human 
Rights would require a commitment by the UK and other Western European states not to 
discuss Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories within article 7 discussions. 
[173062] 

Hugh Robertson: I am pleased that since the hon. Member's question, Israel 
announced on 27 October that it will be take part in the Universal Periodic Review 
process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131030/text/131030w0
001.htm#13103083000023  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister comments on Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
Commenting on recent developments in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
Minister for the Middle East Hugh Robertson said: 
The UK continues to support efforts between the Israelis and the Palestinians to secure a 
real and lasting peace. Bold leadership will be needed along the road to peace, and in 
this context I warmly welcome the difficult and courageous decision taken by Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s Government on Sunday to release 26 Palestinian prisoners. 
We urge both sides to take further positive measures to build trust and avoid steps that 
undermine the prospects for peace. We therefore regret the recent decisions taken by 
the Israeli authorities to advance a number of settlement plans in East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank. The UK has consistently condemned settlements, which are illegal under 
international law, undermine trust and threaten the viability of the two-state solution. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-comments-on-israel-and-the-occupied-
palestinian-territories  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131030/text/131030w0001.htm#13103083000023
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United Nations 

Deals linked to settlements in occupied territories could be ‘criminal,’ UN expert 
warns 
An independent United Nations human rights expert today warned that financial 
institutions and real estate companies involved with housing settlements in occupied 
Palestinian territory – which are considered illegal under international law – may be held 
criminally accountable. …  
[Richard Falk] said that his office has been trying to inform companies, among them the 
European banking group Dexia and the United States-based real estate company 
Re/Max, that continuing their practices in the territories could be “problematic.” … 
… Mr. Falk also outlined a model of legal analysis to assess the probability of liability, 
including international criminal liability, for corporate complicity in breaches of 
international law related to illegal settlements. … 
Among other issues, Mr. Falk recommended that the General Assembly seek an advisory 
opinion from the International Court of Justice to the status and general legality of 
prolonged occupation. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46379&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UnJx3ZR823A  
 
UN chief deplores plans for further Israeli settlements in occupied Palestinian 
territory 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has deplored the announcements today of further Israeli 
settlement plans in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, pointing out that settlement 
activity is contrary to international law and constitutes an obstacle to peace. 
“Any measures that prejudge final status issues will not be recognised by the 
international community,” a statement issued by Mr. Ban’s spokesperson added. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46378&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UnJx3pR823A  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 

Bill as brought from the Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/14123.pdf 
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/en/14123en.pdf  
  
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46379&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UnJx3ZR823A
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7236
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46378&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UnJx3pR823A
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/14123.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0123/en/14123en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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** Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html   
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131030-
gc0001.htm#13103084000525  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0032/amend/su032-VII-b.htm  
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
** closes tomorrow 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing date 
1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
 
** closes in 4 days 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131030-gc0001.htm#13103084000525
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131030-gc0001.htm#13103084000525
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0032/amend/su032-VII-b.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-Education.html
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-Education.html
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http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf
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Crime statistics (closing date 12 November 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-
administration-select-committee/inquiries/parliament-2010/crime-statistics/  
 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 
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