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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Israel and Palestine 
col GC71  Lord Stirrup: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of prospects for progress towards an agreement between Israel and Palestine on a 
two-state solution. … 
Some suggest that the time for … [a two state] solution is in fact long past—that some 
sort of single-state solution is the only realistic way forward. … But is it conceivable that 
an Israeli state that incorporated the present Occupied Territories could remain both 
Jewish and democratic? If the right of Palestinian refugees to return to their previous 
homes is a device to undermine the state of Israel through demographics, as some 
would argue, then surely a one-state solution would achieve the same end, perhaps even 
more decisively. … 
We seem to have allowed relations between our two countries to enter a sort of limbo. 
Indeed, it took me most of my tenure as Chief of the Defence Staff to persuade the 
Foreign Office that I should be allowed even to visit my Israeli counterpart. … 
… Israel’s pre-1967 borders were a strategic nightmare. If we were simply to return to 
this situation, give or take elements of land swap, without providing a greater degree of 
defensive depth for Israel, then we would be putting in place an inherently unstable 
arrangement—one that in time would be highly likely to fail. On the other hand, Israel’s 
demand to exercise unilateral control over Palestinian airspace and in the Jordan Valley 
does not sit comfortably with the notion of Palestinian sovereignty. 
Some have suggested that the answer is to involve NATO. However, the Israelis are very 
sceptical about such an arrangement. They view with an understandably jaundiced eye 
the international community’s record in the Lebanon, and would be loath to put their 
security in the hands of such a force in the Jordan Valley. … 

 

col GC75  Lord Judd: … An interesting thought I have heard expressed recently is that 
we might try to encourage, in third countries, scholarships and support for youngsters 
from Israel and the Occupied Territories in order that they can experience higher 
education mutually and together in the same place among others. This could make a 
powerful contribution. … 

 

col GC76  Lord Palmer of Childs Hill: … Prime Minister Netanyahu has, not always but 
repeatedly, spoken of his commitment to a two-state solution … He has spoken 
increasingly of the threat to Israel arising from the emergence of a binational state that 
could threaten Israel’s existence as a majority Jewish state. That is the clearest 
indication yet that he believes in an agreement based on two states for two peoples.  …  
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An example of how a viable Palestinian state is being created came in a heartwarming 
visit last week to Rawabi, the first Palestinian planned city. It is the largest private-sector 
project ever to be carried out in Palestine. Initially, it will be home to 25,000 residents, 
and ultimately to 40,000 people. …  

 

col GC77  Lord Hannay of Chiswick: … One such idea might be to give more serious 
consideration to the guarantees that could be entrenched, both for Jewish minorities in a 
future Palestinian state, and for Arab minorities in Israel. This aspect has been neglected 
for far too long. Does it really make sense to think that every single Jewish settler will 
need to be removed—by force if necessary—from the territory of the Palestinian state, 
and that the substantial Arab population of Israel should be treated for ever as second-
class citizens? …  

 

col GC78  Lord Anderson of Swansea: … Golda Meir said something like, “If our 
enemies destroyed their weapons, there would be peace. If Israel did so, there would be 
no Israel”. Israel points out, of course, the divided Palestinian groups, the reaction to the 
Gaza withdrawal and the constant Palestinian anti-Israel propaganda. Palestinians see 
the settlers increasing their stranglehold on both the West Bank and Israeli politics. …  

 

col GC80  Lord Turnberg: … On the Palestinian side … the leadership has not always 
shown willingness to accept a Jewish state. Its rhetoric in the state media has been all 
about a return to the whole of the land occupied by Israel as well as the West Bank. … it 
cannot be unaware of the impact that a peace deal with Israel would have on its relations 
with its Arab neighbours to the north. All those regard Israel as the sworn enemy that 
they seek to remove from the map of the Middle East. Mahmoud Abbas must know how 
dangerous a peace deal would be to him personally as he remembers the assassination 
of Sadat when Egypt signed a peace deal with Israel. …  

 

col GC83  The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): … The UK 
firmly supports a negotiated settlement leading to a safe and secure Israel living 
alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian state based on 1967 borders with agreed 
land swaps, Jerusalem as the shared capital of both states, and a just, fair and agreed 
settlement for refugees. …  It is also the courageous leadership shown by both Prime 
Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas, and the commitment of negotiators on both 
sides, that has enabled these negotiations to resume. …  
We are at a critical juncture. Either there is a movement towards peace with strong 
regional and international support or all of us face an uncertain and potentially dangerous 
future. … We firmly believe that if both parties continue to show bold leadership, peace 
via a two-state solution is achievable. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131010-
gc0001.htm#13101071000442  
 
 

House of Commons Questions 

Israel 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs whether 
his Department has received reports by Military Court Watch dated (a) 20 May, (b) 25 
June, (c) 25 July and (d) 28 August 2013. [169219] 

Hugh Robertson: I can confirm that Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials 
have seen the reports referred to in the question. 

Cathy Jamieson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what information his Department holds on the ages of Palestinian children held in Israeli 
prisons. [169299] 

Hugh Robertson: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office does not hold the 
information requested. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0
001.htm#13101080000036  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131010-gc0001.htm#13101071000442
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131010-gc0001.htm#13101071000442
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0001.htm#13101080000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0001.htm#13101080000036


 3

 
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 12 June 2013, Official Report, column 355W, on the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, when he plans to make specific guidance on human rights issues 
in overseas markets available on the Overseas Business Risk Service website. [170318] 

Hugh Robertson: The Overseas Business Risk website already contains a 
human rights section. We are in the process of developing the country specific 
pages on the site, including country specific advice to businesses on human rights 
issues, bribery and security (including terrorism threat). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0
002.htm#13101080000037  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0
002.htm#13061290000049  
 

Palestinians 
Stephen Phillips: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the likelihood of the reactivation of the EU 
Border Assistance Mission for the Rafah Crossing Point. [169295] 

Hugh Robertson: The EU stands ready to reactivate EU Border Assistance 
Mission (EUBAM) Rafah as soon as political and security conditions allow. An EU 
strategic review of the mission is due to take place by spring 2014 where all 
further options for the mission will be explored. In the interim, EUBAM Rafah will 
continue to ensure the mission's readiness to return to the Rafah Crossing Point 
at short notice, and will continue to liaise with the parties on a regular basis. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0
002.htm#13101080000039  
 
 

House of Lords Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
The Lord Bishop of Coventry: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 
they have made of the number of Palestinian children currently held in Israeli adult 
military detention centres.[HL2276] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office does not hold the information requested. 
According to the Palestinian human rights organisation Addameer, the number of 
Palestinian children in all Israeli detention facilities as of 1 August 2013 was 195. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131010w0001.htm#131
01060000148  
 

Israel and Palestine: West Bank 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they will take to reverse 
Israeli seizures of Palestinian West Bank areas for further settlement expansion. 
[HL2293] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi) (Con): 
We frequently raise our serious concerns about settlement expansion with the 
Israeli authorities, including at the highest level. This includes our concerns 
regarding Israeli appropriation of land in the West Bank, including privately-owned 
Palestinian  land,  for  the  building  of  settlements  and  at  the  high proportion of  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0002.htm#13101080000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0002.htm#13101080000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130612/text/130612w0002.htm#13061290000049
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0002.htm#13101080000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0002.htm#13101080000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131010w0001.htm#13101060000148
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131010w0001.htm#13101060000148
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designated state land in the West Bank allocated by the Israeli authorities for 
settlements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131010w0001.htm#131
01060000149  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Question 

Religious Freedom 
Angie Bray: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the number of attacks on individuals in the world where the 
primary cause is due to the individual's (a) atheism, (b) humanism or 
(c) lack of religious belief. [170078] 

Mr Lidington: We condemn all attacks against individuals, anywhere in the world, 
on the grounds of their faith or belief (including atheists, humanists or those 
without religious belief) regardless of the country, faith or belief concerned. We do 
not ourselves track the number of attacks against specific religious or faith groups 
but are aware of a reported rise in the number of prosecutions of atheists for 
alleged criticism of religion on social media. FCO officials meet monthly with the 
British Humanist Association, the International Humanist and Ethical Union and 
the European Humanist Federation to understand their current concerns and to 
examine how we can better work together to promote the universal commitment to 
the freedom of religion or belief. My noble Friend Baroness Warsi also recently 
met with the British Humanist Association to discuss the global situation with 
regards to the freedom of thought or conscience. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0
002.htm#13101080000041  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Care Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Children and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131010w0001.htm#13101060000149
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/131010w0001.htm#13101060000149
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0002.htm#13101080000041
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131010/text/131010w0002.htm#13101080000041
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/care.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/childrenandfamilies.html


 5

 

Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html   

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing date 
1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 

TOP 
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