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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jim Shannon (540) Bible oaths in court – That this House expresses concern at the 
proposals by the Magistrates' Association (MA) to remove the traditional religious aspect 
of court oaths; recognises that this historic change is unnecessary as there is already an 
option of an opt-out for those who don't wish to reference God or swear by a Holy Text; 
and urges the MA to re-think this proposal and take into account that the Bible is bound 
up in the entire constitution of our monarchy and institutions of this country and there is 
no possible reason for any change. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/540  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Statement and Questions 

Middle East Peace Process/Syria and Iran 
includes: 
col 25  The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): … we must never lose sight of the importance and centrality of the middle east 
peace process to the lives of millions of Israelis and Palestinians and to international 
peace and security. … During the UN General Assembly … We reiterated the United 
Kingdom’s unequivocal support for a two-state solution based on 1967 borders with 
agreed land swaps, Jerusalem as the shared capital, and a just and agreed settlement 
for refugees. With our European Union partners we are ready to provide major practical 
support to both sides in taking the bold steps that are needed. This includes our bilateral 
assistance to the Palestinian economy and the institutions of the future state. The UK is 
one of the largest donors to the Palestinians, providing £349 million for Palestinian 
development over four years. …  

 

col 35  Mike Gapes: The Foreign Secretary … did not refer to the continuing crisis in 
Gaza or the threats there of terrorist actions into Sinai, which have knock-on 
consequences  in  Egypt.  Will he  update the  House on the  implications of the problems  
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that still exist in Gaza and the fact that we will not get a viable Palestinian state without 
unity of both parts of the Palestinian territory? 

Mr Hague: … It is very important that greater access into Gaza be allowed by 
Israel and Egypt—in the current situation—so we call on both countries to do that. 
We are giving a lot of assistance: of the £122 million that the Department for 
International Development is providing over four years to help the Palestinian 
Authority, about 40% is spent in Gaza, I believe, so there is a lot of direct UK 
assistance there, but improved access from both directions is needed if the 
situation is to improve. 

 

col 36  Mike Gapes: The Foreign Secretary rightly praised the US Secretary of State for 
his efforts to get the Palestinians and Israelis talking to each other again, but he did not 
refer to the continuing crisis in Gaza or the threats there of terrorist actions into Sinai, 
which have knock-on consequences in Egypt. Will he update the House on the 
implications of the problems that still exist in Gaza and the fact that we will not get a 
viable Palestinian state without unity of both parts of the Palestinian territory? 

Mr Hague: The hon. Gentleman is right to draw attention to the situation in Gaza. 
It is very important that greater access into Gaza be allowed by Israel and 
Egypt—in the current situation—so we call on both countries to do that. We are 
giving a lot of assistance: of the £122 million that the Department for International 
Development is providing over four years to help the Palestinian Authority, about 
40% is spent in Gaza, I believe, so there is a lot of direct UK assistance there, but 
improved access from both directions is needed if the situation is to improve. … 

 

col 40  Stephen Phillips: … Some time ago, I asked my right hon. Friend the Foreign 
Secretary how long the two-state solution had. He told me then that it had 18 months, 
but I cannot remember how long ago that was. Can he tell me how long the two-state 
solution now has before it becomes unviable? 

Mr Hague: It does not have long. It has many half-lives, I suppose. None of us 
ever wants to say that it is impossible and cannot be achieved, but I think that this 
is the last best chance. If we reach next year without having made the progress 
and achieved the breakthrough that so much hard work is going into now, that will 
clearly be an enormous setback, and many people will question very seriously 
whether a two-state solution could ever be arrived at. That has why it has been so 
important to get everyone together this year for the bilateral negotiations, and that 
is why we must do all that we can to help those negotiations to succeed. 

 

col 41  Andy Slaughter: … Senior Israeli Ministers said over the summer that they will 
never allow a Palestinian state, so will the Government take the small step of banning 
the import of goods from settlements, which the Secretary of State himself is clear are 
illegal under international law? 

Mr Hague: As the hon. Gentleman knows, the voluntary guidelines on those 
imports were introduced by the previous Government and we have continued 
them and support them. All our efforts in the coming months will be directed at 
trying to make a success of the negotiations between the Israelis and 
Palestinians, so I am not proposing to do anything that cuts across that. The 
Israelis in those discussions are discussing the creation of a Palestinian state. 
That is what it is all about—a two-state solution, which means a sovereign, viable 
Palestinian state and the resolution of the final status issues, including refugees 
and borders. Therefore, we must keep our eyes on that main prize and return to 
the many other issues if the talks do not succeed. 

 

Philip Hollobone: The Israeli perspective on Iran is that it is very close to completing its 
enrichment processes, that it has started the renewed dialogue with the west to provide 
diplomatic cover for a dash to the line, and that with its ballistic technology it can 
complete a nuclear weapon or weapons deliverable on Israel. To what extent does the 
Foreign Secretary share the Israeli analysis? 

Mr Hague:  Israelis  and  others are  right to be  alarmed about the Iranian nuclear  
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programme. It continues to increase its stockpile of near 20% enriched uranium. It 
has no credible civilian use for the significant quantities of enriched material that it 
has. It has continued to install more centrifuges and the director general of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency has reported that it has not provided access 
to the heavy water production plant at Arak, which is also a cause for serious 
concern. … 

 

col 42  Lilian Greenwood : … What impact is the expansion of illegal settlements having 
on Palestinian economic development? 

Mr Hague: Of course the expansion of settlements on occupied land, which is 
illegal … does not assist Palestinian economic development… This again 
underlines the importance of the talks now taking place to resolve final status 
issues—to resolve the issues of borders and security and refugees. …  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131008/debtext/13100
8-0001.htm#13100813000001  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Ministerial Correction: Developing Countries: Asylum 
Jim Sheridan: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development pursuant to 
the answer of 11 June 2013, Official Report, column 280W, on Syria, what assessment 
she has made of the ability of UNRWA to provide for young disabled refugees. [167650] 
[Official Report, 5 September 2013, Vol. 567, c. 461W.] 

Letter of correction from Justine Greening: 
An error has been identified in the written answer given to the hon. Member for 
Paisley and Renfrewshire North (Jim Sheridan) on 5 September 2013. 
The full answer given was as follows: 
Justine Greening: The UK is funding the United Nations Relief Works Agency 
(UNRWA) to support vulnerable people in Palestine, including disabled people 
affected by the crisis in Syria. This crisis in Syria has placed a huge strain on an 
already overstretched UNRWA. They are operating in extremely difficult and 
dangerous conditions and the security situation remains unstable. 
The correct answer should have been: 
Justine Greening: The UK is funding the United Nations Relief Works Agency 
(UNRWA) to support vulnerable Palestinians, including disabled people 
affected by the crisis in Syria. This crisis in Syria has placed a huge strain on an 
already overstretched UNRWA. They are operating in extremely difficult and 
dangerous conditions and the security situation remains unstable. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131008/corrtext/13100
8c0001.htm#1310087000006  
 
 

United Nations 

UN chief urges journalists to increase dialogue in Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts 
… “Many of you, as journalists, activists, policy-makers and representatives of civil 
society, have played a vital role in promoting transparency, accountability and 
democracy,” Mr. Ban told the International Media Seminar on Peace in the Middle East 
Peace … “I urge you to continue to advance peace and increase mutual understanding 
between communities, especially Palestinians and Israelis,” … 
“The Quartet statement makes it clear that it is determined to lend effective support to the 
efforts of the parties and their shared commitment to reach a permanent status 
agreement within nine months,” said UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process,  Robert  Serry,  in his  keynote address … “It is now incumbent on the parties to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131008/debtext/131008-0001.htm#13100813000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131008/debtext/131008-0001.htm#13100813000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130905/text/130905w0001.htm#column_461W
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131008/corrtext/131008c0001.htm#1310087000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131008/corrtext/131008c0001.htm#1310087000006
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sustain an enabling environment that offers a real chance for negotiations to move 
forward, take root, and achieve results,” … 
Turning to the participants, the senior UN official stressed that they have a “special role” 
to play in the peace efforts by bridging the divide to try and bring about a better 
understanding of the other’s narrative. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46220&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UlVpN2T4hK4  
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Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Working together to strengthen equality and human rights in Wales: Wales review 
2012 /13; Wales business plan 2013 /14 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/Wales/wales_review_2013.pdf 
 

includes: “This year, we are looking to explore how to assist employers with regard to 
religion in the workplace.” 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-
2014/0108/amend/pbc1080410a.757-763.html  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0108/amend/pbc1080410a.757-763.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2013-2014/0108/amend/pbc1080410a.757-763.html
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Report Stage, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm131008/debtext/131008-
0002.htm#13100824000001  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx   
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 - Shared Buildings Regulations (closing date 
1 November 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/marriage-same-sex-couples-act-2013  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

 
Code of Practice on living and deceased organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation – Wales (closing date 23 December 2013) 
http://www.hta.gov.uk/consultations/consultationonthecodeofpracticeenglish.cfm 

TOP 
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