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Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly Ministerial Statement 

Holding Religious Ceremonies as part of the Official Proceedings of Local 
Authorities in Wales 
The freedom to hold religious beliefs and to exercise those views through holding 
religious ceremonies is enshrined in human rights legislation. Here in Wales, there has 
been a long standing and established tradition of both religious observance and 
tolerance. We have a proud history as a country where people of many cultures and 
religions have lived side by side for generations, enriching the life of the whole nation. 
The Welsh Government continues to be committed to promoting good relations and an 
understanding among all faith communities in Wales, including people of no faith.  
The general power of competence does not apply to Councils in Wales. There has been 
a perception this has, in some way, disadvantaged Councils in Wales, in their ability to 
hold prayers as part of their official business. It has been seen, by some, as a matter 
which needs rectifying through legislation. The Welsh Government considers this to be 
misleading and does not intend to bring forward legislation on this point. If there are 
restrictions to how Councils may approach this matter, they arise from the general legal 
requirements as to equality and non-discrimination, not from any apparent limit on the 
Councils’ statutory powers. 
In the view of the Welsh Government, it is a matter for a Local Authority to consider on 
competent legal advice, whether the circumstances in its individual case make it 
appropriate to hold prayers as part of a formal meeting. Generally speaking, there is 
nothing to prevent like-minded Councillors from saying prayers – or sharing a moment of 
quiet reflection – immediately before moving on to official business,rather than as a 
formal part of business or in a way as to affect the formal business. …  
To read the full statement see 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-written-
ministerial-statements/dat20130806-
e1.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=Holding%20Religious%20Ceremonies%20as%20part%20of%2
0the%20Official%20Proceedings%20of%20Local%20Authorities%20in%20Wales%20%
28PDF%2C%20140KB%29  
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Welsh Assembly Question 

Russell George: In light of your written statement on religious proceedings, made on 6 
August 2013, what potential circumstances do you envisage within each Local Authority 
that would make it inappropriate to hold prayers as part of a formal meeting? 
(WAQ65307)  

Lesley Griffiths: It is precisely because we cannot know what circumstances will 
arise in any Council in the future we have given clear guidance to Councils to 
seek their own legal advice at the time. 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-written-
questions/waq20130714.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=Answers%20to%20the%20Written%20As
sembly%20Questions%20for%20answer%20on%2014%20August%202013%20%28PD
F%2C%20301KB%29  
 
 

Welsh Assembly 
Communities, Equality and Local Government Committee 

The future of equality and human rights in Wales 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-
ld9460-e-2.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9460%20-
%20Inquiry%20into%20the%20future%20of%20equality%20and%20human%20rights%2
0in%20Wales  
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Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Syria and the Use of Chemical Weapons 
Col 1449  Gerald Kaufman: When the right hon. and learned Gentleman says that we 
know that Syria is the only country in the middle east that possesses stocks of chemical 
weapons, will he draw attention to the use by Israel of illegal chemical weapons in 
Gaza—white phosphorus? Surely Israel, too, has such weapons, and we should take 
that into account in looking at the spectrum. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130829/debtext/13082
9-0001.htm#1308298000001  
 

col 1468  Dr Lewis: … One thing that bothers me greatly is that it is now being 
suggested—I say this as someone who is generally supportive of Israel—that Israeli 
intelligence might be the source of the evidence that the Assad Government did it. If 
Assad is behaving irrationally and if he is so desperate, what is to prevent him, if he is 
attacked militarily by us on the perceived basis of intelligence supplied by Israel, from 
retaliating with a chemical attack against Israel? What will Israel do? It will retaliate in 
turn. What will America, Iran and Russia do then? …  

 

col 1468  Gerald Kaufman: … Syria is not the only country in the middle east to have 
used chemical weapons in warfare. Israel used white phosphorous in its attack in Gaza 
in Operation Cast Lead—I saw the consequences for myself when I went there—but 
Israel gets away with it because it is on the right side of what is regarded as civilised 
opinion. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130829/debtext/13082
9-0002.htm  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130829/debtext/130829-0002.htm
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col 1524  Bob Blackman: … Syria is adjacent to Lebanon and Israel. The border 
between Syria and Israel has been peaceful for about 40 years. If we escalate the 
violence, do we not think that the Syrians and the Russians will react? We then escalate 
the problem of the middle east conflict. At the moment, this House has endorsed the 
principle of direct peace talks between the Palestinians and the Israeli Government. 
What do we think the reaction would be if we acted against Syria and then Syria reacted 
against Britain and potentially other countries in the region? That would destabilise those 
talks and probably end the chances of peace in the middle east for ever. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130829/debtext/13082
9-0003.htm  
 
 

House of Lords Debate 

Syria and the Use of Chemical Weapons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130829-
0001.htm#13082910000229 

 

includes 
col 1779  Lord Phillips of Sudbury: … if one considers what is happening in Israel and 
Palestine, the fact remains that Israel is colonising the West Bank by military force and 
has been doing so for more than 20 years. The colonisation goes on and on, and Gaza is 
under siege. What happens? We go on supplying arms and America goes on giving 
financial support. There is no way in which the average Muslim who is interested in the 
politics of his country and region can view what we are doing as remotely justifying our 
intervention in Syria in the way that is now being contemplated. …  

 

col 1789  Lord Wigley: … There are many extreme elements in that region who are just 
itching for the opportunity or excuse to fire their own warning shots or massively more at 
Israel. … there are those in Israel who would be only too glad to fire their own ultimate 
weapons of mass destruction as a lesson to their hostile neighbours. … 

 

col 1802  Lord Winston: … Haaretz newspaper, which is part of a free press in Israel 
that is reporting very fairly on the situation … argued, for example, that the issue to some 
extent is that we have the perception …hat somehow Israel is responsible for this 
situation in some way. The problem … is that Israel sees itself surrounded by Syrias. It is 
surrounded by nations that are not likely to take democratic action in the way that we 
would expect. It is inevitable, therefore, that it hardens its heart and appears to be a great 
deal more intransigent. … 

 

col 1806  Baroness Tonge: … why did the Foreign Secretary immediately attribute the 
chemical weapon attack on civilians in Damascus to President Assad when no evidence 
had been presented? Are we to assume that as with the previous Government, 
conclusions have been drawn and acted upon without the evidence first being gathered 
and made public? I hope not. Is the intelligence source for recent events in Syria the 
same source that was used for the allegation that Iraq possessed weapons of mass 
destruction? What is the significance of the large delegation of Israeli security officials in 
Washington this week, having talks all week with US National Security adviser Susan 
Rice? I merely pose the question. …  
People in the Government of Israel, some of them in the present Government, make Mr 
Netanyahu look like a pussycat. … Is it true that Israel has missile systems supplied by 
the USA which could deliver nuclear weapons? …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130829-0002.htm 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130829-0001.htm#13082910000229
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130829-0002.htm


 4

 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Israel 
Lord Judd: To ask Her Majesty’s Government, further to their statements on the 
responsibility of United Kingdom security companies operating in Israel and the 
obligations in the Fourth Geneva Convention in respect of the Israeli Prison Service, 
what discussions they have had with the police and Crown Prosecution Service on any 
apparent breach of the Convention. [HL1464] 

The Minister of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord McNally): I can confirm that no 
conversations have taken place between the Government and UK police forces or 
the Crown Prosecution. However, as previously stated we have made clear to 
Israeli authorities, including the Minister for Prison Affairs and the Attorney-
General, our concerns about Israel’s treatment of Palestinian detainees. As noted 
by Alistair Burt, the Foreign Office Minister, we have also discussed this with G4S 
who have confirmed they will not renew a number of security contracts in the 
West Bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130829w0002.htm#130
8131000971  
 
 

United Nations 

UN rights office voices concern over forced evictions of Palestinians in West Bank 
… In one incident, Israeli authorities demolished all of the structures in the Bedouin 
community of Tel al Adassa in East Jerusalem, rendering some 39 people homeless, 
citing a lack of building permits. … “No alternative locations or housing options were 
offered. Left with no choice, the community has split and moved to two different 
temporary locations, where they remain vulnerable to further demolitions and repeated 
displacement due to lack of legal security of tenure and inability to obtain building 
permits.” 
Ms. Pouilly said the permanent removal of the families from Tel al Adassa may amount to 
a violation of the prohibition to forcibly transfer individuals or communities under article 
49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. … 
OHCHR also expressed concern over reports of excessive use of force by Israeli security 
forces against Palestinian civilians in refugee camps in the West Bank. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45707&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UiCNEmT0
9K4 
 
UN agency urges restraint after staff member is shot dead by Israeli forces 
The UN agency tasked with assisting Palestinian refugees today called for restraint from 
all parties after receiving confirmation that one of its staff members was shot and killed 
by Israeli forces this morning. 
In a statement, the UN relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
said the staff member was killed instantly in an operation in the Kalandia refugee camp in 
the Occupied West Bank. 
“Credible reports say that he was on his way to work and was not engaged in any violent 
activity. He was shot in the chest,” UNRWA spokesperson Chris Gunness said of the 34-
year-old staff member who lost his life. “Another UNRWA staff member, a sanitation 
labourer, was shot in the leg during the same operation and is in a stable condition. An 
UNRWA investigation is ongoing.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45704&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UiCNGmT0
9K4  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130829w0002.htm#1308131000971
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130829w0002.htm#1308131000971
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45707&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UiCNEmT09K4
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45707&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UiCNEmT09K4
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1856
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45704&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UiCNGmT09K4
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45704&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UiCNGmT09K4
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Concerned by rocket fire into Israel, Secretary-General urges ‘maximum restraint’ 
on all sides 
Secretary-General Ban has expressed great concern over yesterday’s firing of rockets 
from the area of Tyre – within United Nations Interim Force In Lebanon’s area of 
operations – towards Israel, and noted that the missions was investigating the 
circumstances of the incident in cooperation with the Lebanese Armed Forces and the 
Israel Defense Forces. 
In a statement issued by his spokesperson in New York, the Secretary-General noted 
retaliatory strikes by the Israel Defense Forces in Lebanon in the area of Na’ameh, and 
condemned any and all violations of Security Council resolution 1701, which ended the 
2006 war between Israel and the Lebanese group Hizbollah, and calls for respect for the 
Blue Line, the disarming of all militias in Lebanon, and an end to arms smuggling in the 
area.. 
Mr. Ban also urged all concerned to exercise maximum restraint and cooperate with 
UNIFIL in order to prevent an escalation. “The parties must fully adhere to resolution 
1701 (2006) and respect the cessation of hostilities agreement,” he said, adding: “The 
United Nations is committed to continuing to work with the parties to ensure that the calm 
that has prevailed continues to be sustained.” 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45692&Cr=lebanon&Cr1=#.Uho6GGT0
9K4  
 
Middle East: senior UN official briefs Security Council on Israeli-Palestinian talks, 
other developments 
… Mr. Fernandez-Taranco noted that Israeli authorities had implemented a number of 
measures aimed at easting access for Palestinians from the rest of the West Bank to 
East Jerusalem during Ramadan. “Though limited, such measures represent important 
steps forward at this crucial moment in the political process,” he said, noting that Mr. Ban 
was encouraged by indications from the Israeli authorities of additional planned 
measures to further ease restrictions on Palestinian movement and access, whether of 
people or goods. 
He added that Mr. Ban remained deeply troubled by Israel’s containing settlement activity 
in the West Bank, following a recent announcement that some 2,000 housing units have 
been approved. 
“The position of the United Nations on settlements being against international law 
remains firm,” said Mr. Fernandez-Taranco. “Settlement activity deepens mistrust, 
undermines efforts to advance peace and will ultimately render a two-state solution 
impossible.” 
He also stressed the importance of Gaza in the resumed peace process and reiterated 
the UN’s calls on the Hamas de facto authorities to not hamper efforts to achieve a two-
state solution. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45659&Cr=&Cr1=#.Uho6KWT09K4  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
 

http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=7039
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45692&Cr=lebanon&Cr1=#.Uho6GGT09K4
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45692&Cr=lebanon&Cr1=#.Uho6GGT09K4
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45659&Cr=&Cr1=#.Uho6KWT09K4
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
** Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
 

Stage 1 Report 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/rsb-13-02w.pdf  
  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Implementation of the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011: Expedited "not 
staying registration" Procedure (closing date 30 August 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Draft Scientific Opinion on Monitoring Procedures at Slaughterhouses (closing date 
5 September 2013) 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/rsb-13-02w.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf
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http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm
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Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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