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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Office Minister deeply concerned at planned Gaza executions 
Reacting to statements setting out plans for public execution of prisoners in Gaza 
following Eid al-Fitr, Foreign Office Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt said: 
I am deeply concerned at reports of plans to publicly execute prisoners in Gaza in the 
coming days. The UK opposes the death penalty in all circumstances as a matter of 
principle. We consider that its use undermines human dignity and that there is no 
conclusive evidence of its deterrent value. The UK calls again for the implementation in 
Gaza of the moratorium on the death penalty which is present in the West Bank. We 
hope that this moratorium will lead to the eventual abolition of the death penalty in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-minister-deeply-concerned-at-
planned-gaza-executions  
 
Foreign Office Minister condemns Israeli settlement announcement 
Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt said: “We condemn the recent decisions taken by the 
Israeli authorities to advance plans for 1096 settlement units in the West Bank, and to 
approve the construction of 63 new units in East Jerusalem. Israeli settlements are illegal 
under international law, undermine trust and threaten the viability of the two-state 
solution. The UK urges the Israeli authorities to reverse these decisions. 
The focus now must be on resumed negotiating efforts between the parties towards a 
two-state solution, starting with negotiations on 14 August. We urge both parties to 
continue to show the bold and decisive leadership needed for these efforts to succeed, 
and to avoid steps that undermine negotiations. The need for progress is urgent: we 
firmly believe the current efforts can bring about the lasting peace that the people of the 
region deserve.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-minister-condemns-israeli-
settlement-announcement  
 
 

Third Sector 

Charity Commission opens inquiry into George Galloway charity 
… The Charity Commission has launched a statutory inquiry into a charity launched by 
George Galloway, the Respect Party MP for Bradford West. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-office-minister-deeply-concerned-at-planned-gaza-executions
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Viva Palestina, also known as Lifeline for Gaza, was founded as a fundraising appeal by 
Galloway in January 2009 to provide food to help alleviate suffering in Gaza. It registered 
as a charity in April 2009 after receiving advice from the commission. 
The charity’s entry on the Charity Commission website shows that it has not filed 
accounts with the regulator since it registered. Its accounts for the year ending 31 July 
2010 are almost 800 days overdue, according to the commission’s website. 
A spokeswoman for the commission said … the regulator would publish a statement of 
results within three months of concluding its investigation. … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/news/1193384/  
 
 

United Nations 

Israeli-Palestinian talks, Egypt and Syria on agenda as UN chief arrives in Middle 
East 
…  “A viable Palestinian state is long overdue,” Mr. Ban said at a press encounter with 
Mr. Abbas. “There is renewed hope thanks to the commitment of the Palestinian and 
Israeli leadership. This must be sustained.” 
The Secretary-General said he remained “deeply troubled” by Israel’s continuing 
settlement activity in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. “Settlement activity is 
deepening the Palestinian people’s mistrust in the seriousness on the Israeli side 
towards achieving peace. It will ultimately render a two-State solution impossible,” he told 
reporters. 
While welcoming the release of 26 Palestinian prisoners, Mr. Ban voiced concern about 
the fate of some 5,000 others who remain in Israeli jails. “They should either be tried or 
released,” he stated. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45630&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UhNeQ
GSwBn8  
 
UN experts urge Israel to stop harassment of human rights activist Issa Amro 
… UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian 
territories, Richard Falk, said Mr. Amro appears to be the victim of a “pattern of 
harassment” that includes an effort to intimidate him ahead of his participation in June 
2013 as an NGO representative at the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva, where he 
delivered two statements. Over the past months, Mr. Amro also received a number of 
death threats from settler organizations. 
“Among the most insidious features of the prolonged occupation of the West Bank has 
been the high degree of complicity linking the Israeli military administration to the 
violence of the unlawful settlers against Palestinian inhabitants,” Mr. Falk said in 
a statement, urging the Government to ensure that settlers do not harass or intimidate 
Palestinians with impunity. … 
To read the full press release see  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45615&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UhNeQ2Sw
Bn8  
 

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/news/1193384/
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=2926
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45630&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UhNeQGSwBn8
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45630&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UhNeQGSwBn8
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=13626&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45615&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UhNeQ2SwBn8
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45615&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UhNeQ2SwBn8


 3

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Jewish community leader Jean Kahn dies at the age of 84 
Jean Kahn, a leading figure in the European Jewish community and the first chairman of 
FRA’s predecessor organisation, the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and 
Xenophobia, has died at the age of 84. “Jean was not only a great Frenchman and 
Jewish community leader, but above all an adamant defender of human rights,” said FRA 
Director Morten Kjaerum. “It was in great part his determination that led to the 
establishment of the EUMC, which helped to put the fight against discrimination on the 
European agenda.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2013/jewish-community-leader-jean-kahn-dies-age-84-0  
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx 
 
** closes in 10 days  
Implementation of the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011: Expedited "not 
staying registration" Procedure (closing date 30 August 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf  
 
Draft Scientific Opinion on Monitoring Procedures at Slaughterhouses (closing date 
5 September 2013) 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm  
 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
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http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html
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Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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