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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Organ Transplants 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/debtext/13071
7-0005.htm#1307185000002   
 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Hezbollah 
Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent 
assessment she has made of Hezbollah activity within the UK. [165726] 

James Brokenshire: The Secretary of State for the Home Department, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Maidenhead (Mrs May), cannot comment on 
intelligence assessments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0
001.htm#13071797000032  
 
 

Government Equalities Office 

Funding to raise awareness about discrimination 
The Government Equalities Office is asking for proposals from non-profit-making 
organisations who want to receive funding to run anti-discrimination programmes. 
We can choose one or two projects to be eligible to share up to €250,000 from the 
European Commission’s PROGRESS scheme. 
According to the European Commission, PROGRESS’s aims are: 
Raising awareness, disseminating information and promoting the debate about the key 
challenges and policy issues in relation to discrimination and the mainstreaming of anti-
discrimination in all Community policies, including among the social partners, NGOs and 
other stakeholders. 
More information on the European Commission’s call for proposals, the application form 
and its annexes are available on their website. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/apply-now-for-funding-to-raise-awareness-about-
discrimination  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/debtext/130717-0005.htm#1307185000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/debtext/130717-0005.htm#1307185000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0001.htm#13071797000032
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0001.htm#13071797000032
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=327
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/files/call_2013_prog_ag_ad_en.pdf%E2%80%8E
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/files/call_2013_prog_ag_ad_en.pdf%E2%80%8E
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/apply-now-for-funding-to-raise-awareness-about-discrimination
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/apply-now-for-funding-to-raise-awareness-about-discrimination
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Scottish Parliamentary Question 

Religious hate crimes 
Stewart Maxwell: To ask the Scottish Government , whether it will provide a breakdown 
of recorded religious hate crimes in 2012-13 expressed as the number of incidents per 
1,000 members of each religious affiliation, also broken down by incidents recorded 
under section (a) 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 and (b) 1 of the 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012. 
(S4W-15809) 

Kenny MacAskill: The reports titled Religiously aggravated offending in Scotland 
2012-13 and ‘Charges reported under the Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 were published on 14 June 
2013 and presented information on the number of charges that were reported to 
the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) by the police in 2012-13 
under section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003 and section 1 of the 
Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 
2012. 
The following table shows religious aggravation charges that were reported to 
COPFS in 2012-13 for conduct which was derogatory to each religion under the 
two pieces of legislation. The final column presents the number of charges per 
1,000 members of each, as recorded in the 2001 census. 
It is important to note that reported charges only contain information about the 
nature of the offensive conduct and not about the religious affiliation of the victims 
of incidents. In 40% of charges, the victim of the conduct was a police officer and 
in 12% of charges the victim was a worker. This suggests that many of the 
charges were not directed towards members of religious groups and were more 
arbitrary in nature.  
Table: Religious aggravation and offensive behaviour at football charges 
derogatory to religions in Scotland in 2011-12 per 1,000 members 

 
Religious aggravation charges 

in 2012-13 [1] 
Offensive behaviour at football 

charges in 2012-13 

The religion that 
conduct was 
derogatory towards [5] 

Number of 
charges [2] 

Number of 
Members [3]

Charges per 
1,000 
Members 

Number of 
charges [2]

Number of 
members [3] 

Charges per 
1,000 
members 

Christianity[4], [5]  592 3,294,545 0.18 104 3,294,545 0.03 

Roman 
Catholicism  

388 803,732 0.48 88 803,732 0.11 
of 
which: 

Protestantism  199 2,146,251 0.09 16 2,146,251 0.01 

Judaism 27 6,448 4.19 2 6,448 0.31 

Islam 80 42,557 1.88 0 42,557 0.00 

Unknown 4 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A 

Other 3 N/A N/A 0 N/A N/A 
Table notes: 1. Information on religious aggravations is taken from Religiously Aggravated 
Offending in Scotland 2012-13 and information on offensive behaviour at football charges 
is taken from Charges reported under the Offensive Behaviour at Football and 
Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012, published on the Scottish Government 
website on 14 June 2013. 
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 2 The number of charges refers to the religion that the conduct was derogatory towards 
and not the number of charges where victims had the relevant affiliation. Information 
about victims’ religious affiliations are not recorded by the police. 
3 Religious group membership information data are taken from the 2001 census. 
Available online at: http://scotland.gov.uk/publications/2005/02/20757/53570. 
4 There are 5 charges in the Christianity total for religious aggravations charges that 
referred to conduct which was offensive to Christianity in general and were not directed 
towards Protestantism or Roman Catholicism. 
5 Religious group membership data is based on self-reported affiliation in the 2001 
census. Christian denominations are presented in the census under three categories: 
‘Roman Catholic’, ‘Church of Scotland’ and ‘other Christian.’ For the purpose of this table 
only ‘Church of Scotland’ membership has been attributed as ‘Protestant’ because ‘other 
Christian’ may include a mixture of Protestant and non-Protestant denominations. As a 
consequence this may lead to an under-reporting of the ‘charges per 1,000 members’ in 
the Protestant category. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-15809&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

UK-Israeli Co-operation 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment she has made of the effectiveness of UK-Israeli co-operation on 
international development. [165592] 

Mr Duncan: We work with Israel in international development co-operation forums 
such as the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation. We do 
not have any joint international development projects with Israel but would 
consider any proposals made by MASHAV, Israel’s Agency for International 
Development Cooperation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0
004.htm#1307181000003  

 
Israel 

Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of trade between the UK and Israel in the first quarter of 
2013; and if he will make a statement. [165367] 

Alistair Burt: Our bilateral trade has consistently been in excess of £2 billion over 
the last 10 years and should reach £4 billion this year. Between January and April 
2013, the UK exported £482 million of goods, a decrease of 10% on the same 
period in 2012. Between January and April 2013, the UK imported £1,103 million 
of goods, an increase of 47% on the same period in 2012. 

Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what his policy is on public campaigns for boycotting Israeli produce, universities and 
speakers. [165398] 

Alistair Burt: We do not agree with many of Israel's actions with respect to the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories and do not hesitate to express strong views 
whenever we feel it necessary. At the same time, we enjoy a close and productive 
relationship with Israel which enables us to express our views at senior levels very 
frankly. It is our assessment that boycotts of Israel would lessen this influence, not 
increase  it,  and  would  not  promote  the  urgent  progress  towards  a two-state  
 

http://scotland.gov.uk/publications/2005/02/20757/53570
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-15809&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4W-15809&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0004.htm#1307181000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0004.htm#1307181000003
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solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict which we want to see. We view with 
concern campaigns Israeli speakers at higher education institutions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0
003.htm#130717101000044  
 

Occupied Territories 
Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what his policy is on a boycott of settlement goods from the West Bank. [165314] 

Alistair Burt: We understand the concerns of people who do not wish to purchase 
goods exported from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. It 
was in order to enable consumers to make a more fully informed decision 
concerning the products they buy that, in December 2009, the UK introduced 
voluntary guidelines to enable produce from Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Territories to be specifically labelled as such. We welcome Baroness Ashton's 
commitment to work with fellow Commissioners to prepare EU-wide guidelines on 
the labelling of settlement produce. These are an important step to ensure correct 
and coherent implementation of EU consumer protection and labelling legislation, 
which is in fulfilment of our previous commitments and is fully consistent with long-
standing policy in relation to settlements. But there are currently no plans for EU 
or domestic legislation to ban the import of settlement products. We have received 
no representations from Palestinian workers in the West Bank either calling for, or 
opposing; a boycott of settlement produce. 

Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what his policy is on campaigns for boycotting settlement produce in the west bank; and 
what representations he has received from Palestinian workers in the west bank on their 
opposition to boycotts of settlement produce. [165397] 

Alistair Burt: We understand the concerns of people who do not wish to purchase 
goods exported from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. It 
was in order to enable consumers to make a more fully informed decision 
concerning the products they buy that, in December 2009, the UK introduced 
voluntary guidelines to enable produce from Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Territories to be specifically labelled as such. We welcome Baroness Ashlon's 
commitment to work with fellow Commissioners to prepare EU-wide guidelines on 
the labelling of settlement produce. These are an important step to ensure correct 
and coherent implementation of EU consumer protection and labelling legislation, 
which is in fulfilment of our previous commitments and is fully consistent with long-
standing policy in relation to settlements. But there are currently no plans for EU 
or domestic legislation to ban the import of settlement products. We have received 
no representations from Palestinian workers in the west bank either calling for, or 
opposing, a boycott of settlement produce. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0
003.htm#130717101000046  

 
Hamas 

Patrick Mercer: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what the Government's position is on negotiating with Hamas. [165394] 

Alistair Burt: Our policy on Hamas is clear: We do not have any direct contact 
with Hamas. Hamas must renounce violence, recognise Israel, and accept 
previously signed agreements. Hamas must make credible movement towards 
these conditions, which remain the benchmark against which its intentions should 
be judged. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0
003.htm#130717101000041  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0003.htm#130717101000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0003.htm#130717101000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0003.htm#130717101000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0003.htm#130717101000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0003.htm#130717101000041
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0003.htm#130717101000041
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Update on countries featured in Human Rights and Democracy Report: Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
There were no major changes in the trends seen in previous updates 
Within Israel, the human rights situation remained broadly positive. … 
The UK continues to have serious human rights concerns regarding the Israeli 
occupation of the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). 
Israeli demolition of Palestinian homes built without Israeli permits (which are almost 
impossible to obtain for Palestinians) continued over the last three months. … The 
monthly average of people displaced in April increased by 30% in comparison to 2012. 
By contrast, Israeli settlement construction continued, fundamentally impacting the 
social, economic and political rights of Palestinians. … 
We remain concerned about Israel’s excessive use of administrative detention and the 
treatment of Palestinian children in Israeli military detention. … 
“Price-tag” vandalism attacks and Israeli settler violence continued to rise in Israel, East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank against Palestinian, Muslim and Christian targets including 
graffiti and vandalism in Arab-Israeli Abu Ghosh; over 1200 olive trees destroyed near 
Nablus; damage of Palestinian-owned cars and a church in Jerusalem, and cars and 
houses in Ramallah. … At least 13 Israelis were arrested in April and charged with 
throwing rocks at Palestinian vehicles and other offences. 
The Israeli authorities reported an increase in violence by Palestinians in the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem against Israeli forces and civilians. … 
On 3 April, Israeli forces fatally shot two Palestinian youths who were reportedly attacking 
a manned Israeli watchtower with Molotov cocktails. … 
To read the full update see 
http://www.hrdreport.fco.gov.uk/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-
opts/quarterly-updates-israel/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hezbollah 
Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the implications of Hezbollah activities for 
British interests in the Middle East. [165716] 

Alistair Burt: We have condemned Hezbollah’s acknowledged military 
involvement in Syria. It is prolonging the Assad regime's brutal repression of the 
Syrian people and, by undermining Lebanon's agreed policy of disassociation 
from the Syria conflict, risks destabilising Lebanon. We also remain very 
concerned by continued reports of transfers of conventional weapons from Syria 
and Iran to Hezbollah in Lebanon, including Hezbollah’s own claims that it 
possesses significant military capabilities. Any such transfers would be in violation 
of Security Council resolution 1701 and would pose a threat to Lebanese and 
regional stability. 

Bob Blackman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on adding Hezbollah to the 
EU's list of recognised terrorist organisations. [165727] 

Alistair Burt: We firmly believe that the evidence indicating Hezbollah’s Military 
Wing as a terrorist organisation, and an organisation that has committed terrorism  
 

http://www.hrdreport.fco.gov.uk/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/quarterly-updates-israel/
http://www.hrdreport.fco.gov.uk/human-rights-in-countries-of-concern/israel-and-the-opts/quarterly-updates-israel/
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on EU soil, to be compelling. This is why we believe that their formal listing by the 
EU as a terrorist organisation is fully justified. We continue to work closely with EU 
countries on this issue and want to reach a robust, collective EU position. 
Ministerial colleagues, senior officials and I continue to have the necessary 
discussions with our EU counterparts to achieve this aim. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0
003.htm#130717101000042  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

Conference: Combating hate crime in the EU 
Lithuania, 12-13 November 2013 
Europe’s socio-economic crisis has proved fertile ground for prejudice and, in some 
cases, violence against the most vulnerable groups of our society, such as Roma, 
migrants, and ethnic and religious minorities. Evidence collected by the European Union 
Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) and other organisations shows that hate crime is 
a daily reality throughout the EU. Motivated by racism, xenophobia, religious intolerance 
or by bias against a person’s disability, sexual orientation or gender identity, such crimes 
harm not only those targeted but entire communities. They thus strike at the heart of 
EU’s commitments to democracy and the fundamental rights of equality and non-
discrimination. … 
The conference will aim to: 
1. To develop concrete proposals for follow-up on FRA’s opinions pertaining to hate 

crime … 
2. To explore practical solutions for victim support services … 
3. To stimulate debate on hate crime and exchange ideas and practices on how to 

combat it … 
4. To pool evidence and expertise … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2013/fundamental-rights-conference-2013  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0003.htm#130717101000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130717/text/130717w0003.htm#130717101000042
http://fra.europa.eu/en/event/2013/fundamental-rights-conference-2013
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
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Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx 
 
Implementation of the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011: Expedited "not 
staying registration" Procedure (closing date 30 August 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf  
 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00427673.pdf
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en
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Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 

TOP 
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