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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Counter-terrorism 
Diana Johnson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what work she 
has undertaken to create better links between universities, colleges, local authorities and 
communities engaged in Prevent work. [161588] 

James Brokenshire: In conjunction with the Department for Business, Innovation 
and Skills, we have recently appointed 10 Prevent regional co-ordinators across 
the country for the higher and further education sectors. They will bring together 
the universities and colleges in each area to discuss good practice, case studies 
and emerging issues, in conjunction with local police Prevent Engagement 
Officers and local authority Prevent co-ordinators, all of whom engage closely with 
communities. 

Diana Johnson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
Prevent strategy regional champions are currently in post; and what assessment she has 
made of their work. [161590] 

James Brokenshire: 10 Prevent regional co-ordinators for the further education 
and higher education sectors are in post across the country. 
The co-ordinators have only recently come into post and the Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills, as the lead department for Prevent in further and 
higher education institutions, is currently undertaking an initial assessment of their 
work. 

Diana Johnson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department which police 
forces have agreed Prevent strategy programmes with universities. [161591] 

James Brokenshire: The police play a central and vital role in working alongside 
and within key sectors, including universities. 
ACPO (Terrorism and Allied Matters) coordinate Prevent policing at a regional, 
force and local level, including the delivery of Prevent policing programmes with 
universities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0
001.htm#13070383000014  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0001.htm#13070383000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0001.htm#13070383000014


 2

 

Ministry of Justice 

Major overhaul of Coroner Services in England and Wales 
The needs of bereaved families will be put at the heart of a reformed coroner system by a 
new national code, Justice Minister Helen Grant announced. 
The new legal framework will ensure all 96 coroners in England and Wales will work to 
the same standards, ending the past inconsistencies which led to criticisms of a postcode 
lottery – with bereaved people in some areas facing long waits for inquests. … The new 
laws come into force on 25 July and mean that coroners will: 

 Be able to speed up the release of bodies after post mortem and will be required 
to notify the deceased’s next of kin or personal representative if the body cannot 
be released within 28 days. 

 Permit less invasive post-mortem examinations. … 
Justice Minister Helen Grant said: ‘We are making absolutely sure that the needs of 
bereaved people are put first and foremost – and that this is done consistently around the 
country. ‘I want to see all coroners delivering the same, efficient service across the 
board, and we have put these changes in law so people can be assured inquests are 
being conducted quickly, with adequate care and the right support available for those 
who lose loved ones.’ … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-overhaul-of-coroner-services-in-england-
and-wales  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Mike Freer: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what measures 
her Department has in place to ensure that UK aid to the Palestinian Authority general 
budget is not used to sponsor events and activities endorsing terrorism. [162711] 

Lynne Featherstone: UK aid is remitted to a World Bank multi-donor trust fund 
and is used exclusively to pay for the salaries of civil servants. The list of 
approved recipients is subject to vetting processes and does not include 
Palestinian Authority (PA) employees who are on international and ad-hoc 
sanctions lists. Independent audits of the use of DFID's funding by the PA are 
carried out every six months. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0
001.htm#13070396000013  

 
Israel 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether there are existing 
agreements in place that prohibit them from imposing sanctions on Israel.[HL998] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The UK 
does not believe that imposing sanctions on Israel or the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories would be a constructive step. We are working with both sides in 
support of US Secretary of State Mr John Kerry’s efforts on a renewed US-led 
initiative on the Middle East peace process, in particular looking at the incentives, 
or disincentives, that might encourage the two sides to take positive steps towards 
peace.  Whilst these efforts are ongoing  we are firmly focused on what incentives  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-overhaul-of-coroner-services-in-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-overhaul-of-coroner-services-in-england-and-wales
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0001.htm#13070396000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0001.htm#13070396000013


 3

 

we, along with our EU partners, can offer. 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with European partners about accountability within the Israeli military and its effect on the 
peace process in that country.[HL1001] 

Baroness Warsi: The EU Missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah issued a joint 
statement on 18 December 2012 noting the importance we attach to Palestinian 
civil society and stressing that Israeli incursions into cities where the Palestinian 
Authority has assumed the powers and responsibilities for internal security and 
public order, puts in jeopardy the internationally recognized success of Palestinian 
institution building efforts. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised these concerns 
with the Israeli Ministry of Defence and Israeli Defence Force. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the comments by Israel’s Deputy Defence Minister Danny Danon that the governing 
coalition in that country is opposed to a two-state solution.[HL1002] 

Baroness Warsi: During his recent visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, my hon. Friend the 
Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) raised differences within the Israeli 
government on this issue with his Israeli interlocutors, seeking clarity on the 
Government of Israel's position. He was told that ultimately Prime Minister 
Netanyahu had made it publicly clear that it was government policy to work for a 
two state solution. An official from the Prime Minister’s Office told the press that 
Minister Danon's remarks “do not represent the position of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and the Government of Israel.” 
The British Government remains committed to working actively with the United 
States, the Israelis and Palestinians, and our other international partners, to 
achieve progress before the window for a two state solution closes. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with the government of Israel concerning the alleged use of gas bombs by the Israeli 
military in Kufr Qaddoum on 6 June.[HL1003] 

Baroness Warsi: We have not raised this issue. However, the UK has repeatedly 
made clear to Israel our longstanding concerns about the manner in which the 
Israel Defense Forces police non-violent protests and the border areas, including 
use of live ammunition. These concerns were reiterated by the National Security 
Adviser in his talks with senior Israeli interlocutors during his visit to Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories on 26-28 February. The Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the 
Member for North East Bedfordshire (Mr Burt) also raised these issues with 
Israel's Attorney General when he visited London in late June. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#130
70382000634  
 

Visas 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will consult the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency and the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees about the number of scholarships available for Palestinian refugees; and 
whether they have plans to modify student visas so that available student places in the 
United Kingdom and the European Union are fully used.[HL1088] 

Baroness Northover: We regularly engage with the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) on a range of issues including education. We do not 
have any current plans to raise the specific issue of the number of scholarships 
available to Palestine refugees. 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees is predated by UNRWA and Palestinian 
refugees do not fall under its mandate. 
Palestinians wishing to study in the UK can enter using a Tier 4 (General) Student 
visa or a student  visitor  visa.  This  is a matter for the  Secretary  of  State for the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#13070382000634
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#13070382000634
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Home Department, however, there are no current plans to amend the application 
process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#130
70382000653  
 
 

United Nations 

UN humanitarian official urges Israel to lift crippling restrictions on Gaza 
A senior United Nations humanitarian official today urged the Israeli Government to lift 
restrictions on the free movement of people and goods in the Gaza Strip, as he met with 
Palestinian farmers and fishermen whose livelihoods have been ruined by the measures. 
… “The cumulative impact of Israel's restrictions, some of which have been in place for 
more than a decade, has devastated the livelihoods of families in Gaza … “These 
restrictions affect the poorest the most; they impede development of a sustainable 
economy and increase dependency on aid,” … 
Recent assessments have shown that 57 per cent of people in Gaza do not have money 
to buy sufficient food and 80 per cent of families receive some form of international aid. 
“The economy is effectively kept alive through public expenditure, international aid and 
the illegal tunnel trade, in which thousands of workers, some of them children, continue 
to risk their lives every day,” … 
“While there has been some improvement in access to land and sea areas following the 
21 November 2012 ceasefire agreement, only a full lifting of restrictions on access, as 
well as on exports and transfers of produce, will enable recovery of the fishing and 
agricultural sectors and the livelihoods of those who depend upon them,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45332&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UdWlpT6w
Bn8  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Freedom 
Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will establish a sub-group of the Human Rights Advisory Group to focus on freedom of 
religion and belief. [162541] 

Mr Lidington: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) did, in the past, 
have a Religious Freedom Panel but it was replaced by the Secretary of State’s 
Advisory Group on Human Rights in 2010. In choosing the members of the group, 
the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) (Mr Hague), ensured that specialists on 
religious freedom were included as well as an appropriate balance of expertise, 
diversity and experience. 
FCO Ministers and officials also regularly meet with experts in freedom of religion 
or belief and faith leaders to understand their current concerns and to examine 
how we can better work together to promote the universal commitment to religious 
freedom. We do not believe a sub-group on freedom of religion or belief would 
add significant value. 

Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will take steps to promote the Rabat Plan of Action within the United Nations. [162542] 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#13070382000653
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#13070382000653
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ocha_opt_03_07_2013_press_release_english.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45332&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UdWlpT6wBn8
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45332&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=#.UdWlpT6wBn8


 5

 

Mr Lidington: The Rabat Plan of Action on the prohibition of advocacy of 
national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, 
hostility or violence has been welcomed by the UN including at the Human Rights 
Council (HRC) in March. We fully support its findings along with the Human Rights 
Council decision to look further at its conclusions and recommendations. 
However our primary focus at the UN at present is to promote the practical 
implementation of UN HRC Resolution 16/18 and its successor resolutions, which 
represent an inter-governmental consensus, to ensure that tangible steps are 
taken to combat intolerance on the grounds of religion or belief. We also fully 
support HRC Resolution 16/13 and its successor resolutions on the promotion 
and protection of the right to freedom of religion or belief, and lobby to strengthen 
support for them. 

Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will convene an expert group to consider the issues involved in initiating a process to 
consider an international convention on freedom of religion or belief. [162543] 

Mr Lidington: The Government acknowledges the arguments in favour of an 
international convention on freedom of religion or belief, but we do not think such 
a convention is negotiable in the current international climate. 
We believe that our resources are better targeted on practical initiatives aimed at 
making a difference for people who are suffering discrimination and violence 
because of their religion or belief. And at the international level our focus is 
maintaining the fragile consensus on freedom of religion or belief expressed in UN 
Human Rights Council Resolution 16/13 and its successor resolutions, led by the 
EU, and our efforts to promote practical implementation of UN Human Rights 
Council Resolution 16/18 on combating intolerance and discrimination on the 
grounds of religion or belief. 

Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make representations to the UN to ensure that funding is provided to support a paid, 
full-time Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief and resource their office. 
[162575] 

Mr Lidington: We fully support the work of the UN Special Rapporteur on 
Freedom of Religion or Belief. However UN human rights Special Rapporteurs are 
not full-time appointments, nor do they receive a wage. This allows the UN to 
draw upon a broader range of human rights expertise. Making representations in 
favour of a full-time paid Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief 
would entail a wholesale re-negotiation of the role and function of Special 
Rapporteurs which the Government does not think would be a profitable exercise. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0
002.htm#13070396000063  
 

Developing Countries: Religious Freedom 
Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development if she will 
make it her policy to only deliver aid to organisations with a commitment to freedom of 
religion or belief. [162544] 

Lynne Featherstone: The UK recognises that human rights underpin sustainable 
development. DFID's partnership principles require that before providing direct 
financial support to Governments, we assess their shared commitment to 
respecting the human rights of citizens, including freedom of religion and belief. In 
2011, DFID developed Faith Partnership Principles outlining our approach to 
working with faith groups to overcome poverty. 

Naomi Long: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development if she will 
identify freedom of religion or belief as a priority for her Department's work. [162545] 

Lynne Featherstone: The UK recognises that human rights underpin sustainable 
development. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office is the leading Department 
on human rights.  DFID works closely with the  Foreign and Commonwealth Office  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0002.htm#13070396000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0002.htm#13070396000063
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in promoting freedom of religion and belief worldwide. 
DFID's partnership principles require that before providing direct support to 
Governments, we assess their shared commitment to respecting the human rights 
of citizens, including freedom of religion and belief. In 2011, DFID developed Faith 
Partnership Principles outlining our approach to working with faith groups to 
overcome poverty. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0
001.htm#13070396000010  

 
Identity Documents: Religion 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make representations, 
both bilaterally and in international fora, about ending requirements to show religious 
affiliation on identity documents. [HL1054] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
raise our concerns, both bilaterally and with EU partners, wherever the 
requirement to show religious affiliation in identity documents leads to 
discrimination on the grounds of religion or belief. For example the European 
Commission’s 2012 Annual Progress Report on Turkey noted concerns about 
religion on identity cards leading to discriminatory practices but welcomed the 
continued dialogue between the Government of Turkey and minority religions 
which had led to some progress. We have been active in supporting the work of 
the UN Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Religion or Belief and his predecessor, 
both of whom have raised the need for registration procedures to be non-
discriminatory and for individuals to be able to change the religious affiliation 
shown in their identity documents if they choose to do so. We will continue to urge 
governments to eliminate all legal provisions and policies that discriminate against 
individuals on the grounds of their religion or belief. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#130
70382000632  

 
Blasphemy 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they will make representations, 
both bilaterally and in international fora, about reviewing blasphemy laws to bring them 
into line with agreed human rights standards.[HL1053] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government is deeply concerned by the misuse of blasphemy laws which can 
result in limitations on freedom of expression and often disproportionately affect 
minority groups. We strongly believe that the death penalty or physical 
punishment can never be an appropriate or proportionate penalty for blasphemy. 
Where blasphemy laws do exist we call on states to bring them into line with 
agreed human rights standards. As an example, I raised my concerns about the 
misuse of blasphemy laws in Pakistan with the government ministers I met during 
my visit there last November. We also work in international fora with EU 
colleagues and at the UN to lobby against laws that criminalise blasphemy. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#130
70382000614  

TOP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0001.htm#13070396000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130703/text/130703w0001.htm#13070396000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#13070382000632
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#13070382000632
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#13070382000614
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130703w0001.htm#13070382000614
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

Stage 3 debate 
http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/130702_plenary_bilingual.xml#91576  
 

Motion to approve 
http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/130702_plenary_bilingual.xml#92255  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Reform of farm animal welfare codes (closes 8 August 2013) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 23 August 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/6377
3.aspx 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/130702_plenary_bilingual.xml#91576
http://www.assemblywales.org/docs/rop_xml/130702_plenary_bilingual.xml#92255
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farming/farm_animal_welfare_codes
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/63773.aspx
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Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210
423/consult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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