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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Occupied Territories 
Mr Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how much of the £7 million allocated by the European Commission for the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory will be spent on infrastructure in Area C. [160646] 

Alistair Burt: The £7 million euros allocated by the European Commission is 
aimed at supporting the Palestinian presence and promoting social and economic 
development in Area C, which is of crucial importance for the economic viability of 
Palestine through a variety of means, including development of basic 
infrastructure. No breakdown of specific allocations is publically available. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130625/text/130625w0
003.htm#13062595000070  
 
 

United Nations 

All parties must help reverse ‘negative dynamic’ at play in Middle East  
… Mr. Taranco noted that the settlement restraint in the West Bank “has seen signs of 
unravelling,” with Israel releasing data that during the first quarter of 2013 there was a 
176 per cent increase in the start of housing units in settlements, which violates 
international law and undermines the two-State solution.  In addition, violence between 
Palestinians and settlers continue in the West Bank, rocket attacks from Gaza to Israel, 
clashes during Palestinian protests in the occupied West Bank, and the encroachment of 
human operations in Gaza, all have contributed to mounting tensions in the region … 
He also drew attention to a joint UN survey that says food security affects some 1.6 
million Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza, and has increased to include 24 per 
cent of households in 2012. … 
“There is also a need for a conducive environment on the ground, including confidence 
building steps. However, while substantive progress is urgently needed, rushing the 
parties back to the table without having the necessary framework in place and buy-in 
from both sides would be counterproductive,” Mr. Taranco said, calling on Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to “recognize a 
partner on each other and finally negotiate and achieve the two-State solution.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45271&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UcsJYj6wBn8  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

** Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

Revised Explanatory Memorandum 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/pri-
ld9121-em-r-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=PRI-LD9121-EM-R%20-
%20Revised%20Explanatory%20Memorandum%3A%20Human%20Transplantation%20
%28Wales%29%20Bill  
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