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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Entry Clearances: Israel 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
holders of Israeli passports entered the UK (a) as visitors, (b) as students, (c) to work 
and (d) for other reasons in 2012. [160647] 

Mr Harper: The latest available statistics for Israeli nationals entering the UK 
relate to 2011 and appear in the following table: 
Israeli nationals given leave to enter the United Kingdom by purpose of journey 
by main category, 2011 
  Number 

Total 189,000 
Of which:   
Visitors 153,000 
Work 500 
Study 1,180 
Other 35,000 

Notes: 1. Data are provisional and relate to the number of journeys made. 2. 
Data of 1,000 or less are rounded to the nearest 5 (* = 1 or 2) and numbers 
greater than 1,000 are rounded to 3 significant figures. 3. Figures may not sum to 
the totals due to rounding. Source: Immigration Statistics, January to March 
2013, Table ad_03 and ad_03_o 
Passenger arrival data by nationality for 2012 are due to be published on 29 
August 2013. 
The latest Home Office immigration statistics are published in the release 
Immigration Statistics January-March 2013, which is available from the Library of 
the House and on the Department's website at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-
statistics-quarterly-release  

Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
holders of Israeli passports entered the UK (a) with and (b) without a visa in 2012; and 
what proportion of such people are normally resident within (i) the 1967 borders of Israel 
and (ii) settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. [160648] 

Mr Harper: The latest available statistics show that 189,000 journeys were made 
by Israeli nationals entering into the UK in 2011 (of which 153,000 were visitors, 
13,600 were  passengers in transit and  19,300 were  passengers returning after a  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release
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temporary absence abroad). It is not possible to say how many of these journeys 
were made with an entry clearance visa or where those persons were normally 
resident. There were a total of 847 entry clearance visas issued to Israelis in 
2011, of which 74 were visit visas. 
The latest Home Office immigration statistics on entry clearance visas and 
admissions are published in the release Immigration Statistics January-March 
2013, which is available from the Library of the House and on the Department's 
website at:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-
statistics-quarterly-release  
Passenger arrival data by nationality for 2012 are due to be published on 29 
August 2013. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/text/130624w0
002.htm#1306253000034  
 

Israel 
Angie Bray: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the recommendations of the report on Children in Israeli 
Military Detention, published by UNICEF in March 2013. [161155] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of the worrying report by UNICEF on Children in 
Israeli Military Detention. The British Government shares many of the report's 
concerns, which accord with an independent report on Children in Military 
Custody published in June 2012 by leading British lawyers, which the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) funded and facilitated. 
I have written to the Israeli ambassador to London to urge Israel to take action on 
this latter report. Both myself and the Attorney-General, my right hon. and learned 
Friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve), raised these issues again with 
the Israeli Attorney-General when he visited the UK between 19 and 20 June 
2013. I also raised these issues with the Israeli Justice Minister when I was in the 
region between 11 and 13 June 2013. 
We continue to call on Israel to take action in line with the recommendations made 
in the independent report and echoed in the UNICEF report, whose publication 
has enabled greater co-ordination with EU partners on these issues. My officials 
continue to work with the Israeli authorities in conjunction with European partners 
to implement important recommendations to end the use of solitary confinement 
among minors and apply existing guidelines for the use of single hand ties, 
translation of arrest warrants into Arabic, the use of audio-visual equipment at all 
interrogations and efforts to ensure the presence of parents at the event of an 
arrest of a minor. 
In the meantime I welcome some limited steps taken by the Israeli authorities. 
These include a recent Israeli military order which reduces the length of time 
children can be held in pre-trial detention and-a reduction, from April, of the period 
a Palestinian minor can be held before being brought before a judge. I also 
welcome the introduction in some cases of audio-visual recording of interrogations 
and greater efforts to ensure that parents are present during interrogations. 
However, this is not sufficient and we continue to press the Israeli authorities for 
further action. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/text/130624w0
005.htm#13062511000120 
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will provide guidance to UK tour operators operating in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories on the status and legality of Israeli settlement businesses. [161297] 

Alistair  Burt:  When  approached  by  British  companies,  we  set  out  our  clear  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/home-office/series/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/text/130624w0002.htm#1306253000034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/text/130624w0002.htm#1306253000034
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/text/130624w0005.htm#13062511000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/text/130624w0005.htm#13062511000120
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position on settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories—they are illegal, 
an obstacle to peace and make a negotiated two-state solution harder to achieve. 
International law does not impose obligations on corporations and, for a British 
company to operate in Israeli settlements is, per se, not contrary to UK law. 
However, the British Government expects British companies to show respect for 
human rights in their operations in the UK and internationally. The UK is 
developing a global strategy on business and human rights—based on the UN 
Guiding Principles—which will be launched soon. 
As part of this we intend to place additional country-specific guidance on human 
rights issues in overseas markets on the Overseas Business Risk Service 
website. This will include guidance on Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories to ensure that British corporations are aware of our clear 
position on the illegality of settlements, and our expectation that British companies 
respect human rights throughout their operations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/text/130624w0
005.htm#13062511000121  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Middle East Peace Process (Ministerial Visits) 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(Alistair Burt): … The Foreign Secretary visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories on 23-24 May, to demonstrate UK support for US efforts to bring about 
credible negotiations. He met with key figures from both sides, including Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and President Abbas, and welcomed their clear commitment to a two-state 
solution and to work to achieve peace for the Israeli and Palestinian people. … 
The Foreign Secretary set out the UK’s commitment to seeing a negotiated two-state 
solution. We want to see a sovereign, viable and contiguous Palestinian state, based on 
1967 borders with agreed land swaps, living in peace and security alongside a safe and 
secure Israel and their other neighbours in the region, with Jerusalem the shared capital 
of both states and a just, fair and agreed solution on refugees, and where both prosper 
and both enjoy privileged partnerships and enhanced trade relations with the EU. 
The Foreign Secretary also underlined UK concern about Israeli settlement activity and 
the threat this poses to the two-state solution. He visited a Bedouin family in the E1 area 
of the west bank, where he heard about the impact of the Israeli occupation on 
vulnerable Palestinian communities, including the threat of house demolition and the 
issue of settler violence. 
I subsequently visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories … I also visited 
Gaza and southern Israel, to understand the impact of movement and access restrictions 
on the livelihoods of ordinary people, and the reality faced by families who live in fear of 
rocket attacks. We are clear that a solution to the problems of Gaza is urgently needed, 
that economic restrictions should be lifted and that any negotiated two-state solution 
must include Gaza—Gaza is a fundamental part of a future Palestinian state. 
Both the Foreign Secretary and I made it clear to our Israeli and Palestinian partners that 
maintaining the status quo is neither desirable, nor practicable. … We are running out of 
time to achieve a two-state solution as the situation on the ground continues to 
deteriorate. Yet any alternatives would be harder still. There is no such thing as a one-
state “solution”, only a one-state reality, which would not fulfil the legitimate national 
aspirations of the peoples of either side. 
The parties, and we, currently face a choice: either we move towards peace, with the 
strong support of the region and the wider international community, or we face an 
uncertain and dangerous future. This is why the Government will continue to do all we 
can to support US efforts.  In this context, we will discuss  specific  steps the EU can take  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/text/130624w0005.htm#13062511000121
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/text/130624w0005.htm#13062511000121
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in support at the EU Foreign Affairs Council on 24 June. And we will continue to work 
actively with the United States, the Israelis and Palestinians, and our other international 
partners including the Arab League, to achieve peace before the window for a two state 
solution closes. 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130624/wmstext/13062
4m0001.htm#1306241000002  
 
 

United Nations 

UN relief officials sound alarm over deepening food insecurity in Palestine 
… Preliminary results of a joint UN survey carried out by the Palestinian Central Bureau 
of Statistics, the World Food Programme, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East, and the Food and Agriculture Organization found that 1.6 
million people – or 34 per cent of households – were food insecure in 2012. 
This represents a “dramatic” rise from 27 per cent in 2011, stated a joint news 
release from WFP and UNRWA. 
Contributing factors include high unemployment rates, stagnant economic growth, the 
financial problems of the Palestinian Authority, the continued Israeli occupation of the 
West Bank and the six-year blockade of Gaza. … 
 “High food prices and low wages mean that 1.6 million Palestinians don’t know from 
where their next meal is coming,” said Ms. Cousin. “Yet food security is security. Food 
security is a vital component for sustained peace across the region.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45240&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Ucc3xD6wBn8  
 
 

United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child 

Concluding observations on the second to fourth periodic reports of Israel, 
adopted by the Committee at its sixty-third session (27 May – 14 June 2013) 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/co/CRC-C-ISR-CO-2-4.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Scottish Human Rights Commission 
Annual Report 2012/2013 
http://scottishhumanrights.com/application/resources/documents/AnnualReport20122013.pdf  
 
 

European Council 
EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of freedom of religion or belief 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/137585.pdf  
 
 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Palliative and end of life care for Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic groups in the UK 
http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/Documents/WHO-WE-
ARE/Diversity/Palliative%20care%20BAME%20report%20June%202013.pdf 

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
** Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130624-
0001.htm#13062413000429 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130624-
0003.htm#1306251000250  
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0034/14034.pdf  
 

Northern Ireland Assembly: Legislative Consent Motion 
[after 11.15am]  http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/Assembly-Business/Official-
Report/Reports-12-13/24-June-2013/  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
 

TOP 
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