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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Baha’i 
1. Naomi Long (Belfast East) (Alliance): What assessment he has made of the open 
letter presented by an inter-faith delegation to the Minister responsible for the middle east 
and north Africa, on 14 May 2013, calling for the release of the seven Baha’i leaders in 
prison in Iran. [159997] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): I was proud to receive that letter from a large number of 
faith leaders in the United Kingdom. It is a powerful expression of support for the 
imprisoned Baha’i leaders in Iran. I hope that the concerns of those with faith will 
be heard anew in Tehran, and we continue to call for the release of the seven 
imprisoned Baha’i leaders. 

Naomi Long: I thank the Minister for his comments and for receiving the letter and 
meeting us. On this day 30 years ago, 10 Baha’i women were hanged for refusing to 
abandon their faith. The continued incarceration of seven leaders is clearly of great 
importance to the Baha’i community, not just in Iran but around the world. What hope 
does the Minister have that the change in President may have an impact on the 
approach towards their persecution? 

Alistair Burt: I am grateful to the hon. Lady not only for asking the question but 
for being present at the handing over of the letter. It remains the case that the 
human rights record in Iran is appalling. A lot of hope is being pinned on the 
possibility of change in Iran. As my right hon. Friend the Secretary of State said 
yesterday, it is rather too early to tell, but it has been reported that the new 
President talked at yesterday’s press conference about a more inclusive 
constitution. I am sure that we will wait to see what happens, rather than just 
judge on words. If there is any opportunity for the release of Baha’i leaders and for 
better treatment of the Baha’is and all other religious minorities in Iran, it would be 
warmly welcomed by the House. 

Keith Vaz (Leicester East) (Lab): There are 7 million Baha’is living all over the world, 
many thousands in the United Kingdom. Would it be possible to contact the faith and 
religious groups in this country, such as the Muslim Council of Britain, to see whether 
they could act as a bridge to the spiritual leader to discuss the release of these 
prisoners? 

Alistair Burt: The excellent thing about the inter-faith letter that I received on 14 
May is that it was  signed by a  collection  of  leaders  from  virtually  all  the  faiths  
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represented in the United Kingdom, and they made exactly that point—that 
spiritual leaders can speak to spiritual leaders. I have no doubt at all that those in 
the United Kingdom continue to urge religious tolerance throughout the world and 
they made that particular point in their letter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/13061
8-0001.htm#13061895000018  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East Peace Process 
4. Grahame M. Morris: If he will consider the introduction of a ban on importing products 
from Israeli settlements in the occupied territories. [160000] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): During my recent visit to Israel, I raised our serious concerns about 
settlement activity at the highest levels, including with Prime Minister Netanyahu. 
We are working to ensure that settlement produce is correctly labelled so that 
consumers can make an informed choice. However, I do not believe that imposing 
a ban on settlement goods will promote peace. 

Grahame M. Morris: I thank the Foreign Secretary for that reply; I do not doubt his good 
intentions, but the time for rhetoric is passed. The latest expansion of illegal settlements 
is making a two-state solution impossible on the ground. Will he consider further steps 
and accelerate the labelling proposals he mentioned so that consumers can make a 
choice as to whether they support the Israeli system of apartheid? 

Mr Hague: The hon. Gentleman is right to say that settlement activity is steadily 
making a two-state solution impossible. That is why time is running out for a two-
state solution, which was the case I made to the Israeli and Palestinian leaders on 
my visit to Israel and the occupied territories. We are taking up with other 
European countries the commitment of the EU High Representative to prepare 
EU-wide guidelines on the labelling of settlement goods—that is the direction we 
are taking on that policy. Above all, the answer is to get Israelis and Palestinians 
back into negotiations so that we can settle all the issues, including the future of 
settlements and final status issues. That is what we are concentrating on now. 

James Clappison: I warmly welcome what my right hon. Friend has said about trying to 
get both sides into negotiations, because that is the way of resolving issues such as 
settlements and the legitimate concerns of both sides. What progress has he made in 
persuading President Abbas and the Palestinians to drop their pre-conditions for talks, 
which are an obstacle to resolving the issues mentioned by the hon. Member for 
Easington (Grahame M. Morris)? 

Mr Hague: We are encouraging both sides into negotiations. The Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for 
North East Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), was also in Israel and the occupied 
territories a few days ago, and spoke to President Abbas, as I did. We encourage 
the Palestinians to enter negotiations without pre-conditions; we also encourage 
Israel to approach those negotiations in a way that will allow them to succeed. I 
pay tribute to Secretary Kerry for the energy he has put into the process in his four 
and a half months in office so far. He and I discussed the issue in detail in 
Washington last week. 

Richard Burden: The Foreign Secretary has been clear over the years that settlements 
are not only undesirable but  illegal.  If the  UK  decided to  impose a  ban on  goods from  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0001.htm#13061895000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0001.htm#13061895000018
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settlements, would it be within the law to do so? 
Mr Hague: The question before us is not so much about what would be within the 
law as about what best promotes peace. We are at a critical stage—we are often 
at a critical stage in the middle east peace process, but this is one of those truly 
critical stages where the coming days or weeks will determine whether Israelis 
and Palestinians come back into negotiations on a two-state solution. That is the 
only way to truly resolve the settlement issue and create a viable and contiguous 
Palestinian state, and that is our objective. 

Bob Russell: Israel, by its policies, is a racist, apartheid state. Will the Foreign Secretary 
confirm that that all the products we are discussing are produced on land that is illegally 
occupied? 

Mr Hague: Yes, that is true. I absolutely agree, as other hon. Members have said, 
that settlements on occupied land are illegal. That is why the previous 
Government and my predecessor proposed and introduced the guidelines on 
settlement produce. This Government have continued support for them and, as I 
have said, we are discussing how to apply them across the EU. I believe we are 
taking the policy forward in the appropriate way. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/13061
8-0001.htm#13061895000021  
 

Israel: Children in Detention 
5. Nia Griffith: Whether he has had discussions with the Government of Israel on their 
response to the recommendations of the report “Children in Military Custody”, published 
by a delegation of British lawyers in 2012. [160002] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Alistair Burt): As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has just 
said, I visited Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories last week, when I had 
the opportunity to raise the issue of the report with the relatively recently 
appointed Israeli Minister of Justice. We will continue to press on the matter of 
children in detention. 

Nia Griffith: It is a year since the publication of the “Children in Military Custody” report 
and the lack of reform is lamentable. Will the Minister press the Israeli Government on 
specific deadlines on specific issues, such as the implementation of the use of audio-
visual recordings in all interrogations? Specific deadlines on specific issues could help 
progress. 

Alistair Burt: In addition to my efforts last week, I will this week see the Israeli 
Attorney-General, who is paying a visit to the UK. I absolutely intend to raise that 
issue with him. The Government support the report. Provisions in it will benefit not 
only children, but how Israel is seen. Currently, some 238 children are within the 
Israeli judicial system, including 137 in Israel. The issues are pressing, and I will 
continue to raise them very straightforwardly with the Attorney-General when he is 
here. 

Robert Halfon (Harlow) (Con): Does my hon. Friend agree that the tragedy is that, 
unlike juvenile criminal trends in most societies, many crimes carried out by minors in the 
disputed territories are of a violent and ideological nature? What is his latest assessment 
of the Palestinian Authority’s sanction and glorification of violence? 

Alistair Burt: The tragedy is that two groups of people have been separated for 
far too long, and the efforts that need to be made to bring them together have 
foundered constantly. The problem of children taking to the streets and throwing 
stones and the Israeli defence forces having to respond will not be settled until we 
have the overall settlement on which we are working so hard to support Secretary 
Kerry, as my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary mentioned a moment ago. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/13061
8-0001.htm#13061895000022  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0001.htm#13061895000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0001.htm#13061895000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0001.htm#13061895000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/debtext/130618-0001.htm#13061895000022
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Middle East 
17. Mr Ward: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether the UK missions in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem purchase settlement goods. 
[160015] 

Alistair Burt: Our overseas missions are obliged to follow UK and EU guidelines 
when purchasing goods and services from suppliers. These guidelines do not 
currently differentiate between products emanating from Israel or from the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. However, we have ensured that UK procurement 
rules allow for human rights related matters to be reflected in the procurement of 
public goods and services. 

Edward Leigh: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what steps he is taking to ensure the safety and rights of religious minorities in the middle 
east. [160001] 

Alistair Burt: We regularly urge governments at senior levels across the middle 
east to uphold the rights of all religious minorities; we raise our specific concerns 
with governments; and closely monitor the situation of minority religious groups. 
We have recently raised the importance of protecting minorities' rights in Egypt 
and Syria specifically. 
The situation affects a number of religious minorities across the middle east is one 
of exceptional seriousness. We make direct interventions with Governments, 
including on individual cases and continue to urge Governments across the 
middle east to uphold the rights of all religious minorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/text/130618w0
002.htm#130618129000054 
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what developments have occurred 
since the United Kingdom Embassy in Tel Aviv raised the issue of health dangers in 
Salfit from sewage from Barkan and Ariel settlements with the Office of the Coordinator 
of Government Activities in the Territories on 5 February.[HL623] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
agricultural district of Salfit continues to face health and environmental problems 
as a result of the effects of sewage from nearby Israeli settlements, most notably 
Barkan and Ariel settlements. 
We continue to raise our concerns about the impact of settlements on Palestinian 
communities in the West Bank and East Jerusalem with the Israeli authorities. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. 
Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks.) (Mr Hague) raised our concerns about 
settlement activity with the Israeli authorities, including Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
during his visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in May. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130618w0001.htm#130
61897000294  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they have had 
with European partners regarding the right to security for Palestinian children living in the 
Gaza Strip. 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): My 
Lords, the EU Foreign Affairs Council discussed the situation in Gaza on 10 
December 2012. In addition, officials from the UK representative to the EU and 
our consulate-general in Jerusalem regularly discuss the situation in Gaza with 
their European counterparts. Those discussions cover the security and human 
rights of Palestinians  living  in  Gaza,  including  children.  Our  consul-general  in  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/text/130618w0002.htm#130618129000054
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/text/130618w0002.htm#130618129000054
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130618w0001.htm#13061897000294
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130618w0001.htm#13061897000294
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Jerusalem visited Gaza with other EU heads of mission on 26 February. 
Baroness Tonge: … Is she aware that 1,519 Palestinian children have been killed by 
Israeli action since September 2000, 109 of them during extrajudicial assassination 
attempts, and that last year alone 43 children were killed, 18 of them under nine years 
old? Is she also aware that over 10% of under-five year-olds in Gaza suffer from 
malnutrition and stunting, and that a child in occupied Palestine as a whole is five times 
more likely to die before the age of five than an Israeli child? I am anxious to know from 
the Minister whether the plight of these children and the illegal occupation of Palestine 
are now to be forgotten as the West concentrates on the tragedy unfolding in Syria. 

Baroness Warsi: The simple answer to my noble friend’s question is no. I am 
aware of the statistics that she quotes and, indeed, have responded to the many 
Written Questions that she has submitted on this issue. The UK is deeply 
concerned by the humanitarian situation in Gaza, which is both a tragedy and 
unsustainable. It is for that reason that the Foreign Secretary has made it clear 
that the Middle East peace process is a priority for 2013. Noble Lords are aware 
that I have previously said from this Dispatch Box that this is an important—a 
decisive—year. That is why we continue to support Senator Kerry in his efforts—
he has made five visits, I think, in the past two months—to move this forward. 

Lord Davies of Stamford: My Lords, is it not the case that, any day that it wished, the 
Hamas regime in Gaza could lift the blockade and bring to an end the terrible purgatory 
under which the people of Gaza have been living for so long, simply by following the 
example of the Fatah Administration in the West Bank and accepting the quartet 
principles, including abjuring violence? Should we not be urging the Hamas regime to do 
just that? 

Baroness Warsi: I hear what the noble Lord says but I think that he would agree 
that nothing in the Middle East peace process can be resolved by one group 
alone or by addressing only one issue, and that nothing there is simple. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, have the Government taken note of the statement 
yesterday made by a Minister in Mr Netanyahu’s Government calling on Israel to annex 
as soon as possible all the territories not handed over to the Palestinian Authority in 
Oslo, and also describing the two-state solution as dead? How do Her Majesty’s 
Government propose to react to that? 

Baroness Warsi: Her Majesty’s Government’s position on this matter is very 
clear. We of course continue to support a negotiated settlement, leading to a safe 
and secure Israel living alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian state based 
on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, with Jerusalem as the shared capital of 
both states and a just, fair and agreed settlement for refugees. That is HMG’s 
position. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: Can the House look forward to a statement on the G8 
that addresses the issue of Israel/Palestine, given that my noble friend says that the 
peace process is a priority for the Government in 2013? Can she tell the House what 
discussions the Government are having within the EU, as we heard in media reports of 
the EU wishing to support Palestinian statehood in UN agencies, should there be no 
progress in 2013? 

Baroness Warsi: … I think that it would be inappropriate for me to pre-empt what 
may be in a G8 statement but I understand that discussions are ongoing. I think 
my noble friend would agree that, although of course the EU has a position on this 
matter, ultimately it will be the United States that is able to move this forward. With 
a President in a second term, the US is presented with just such an opportunity, 
and we are seeing positive signs from it. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, the situation in Gaza is tragic but, as always, there are two 
sides to every story. Is the noble Baroness aware, for example, of the very large number 
of Gazan children sitting in Israeli hospitals with their families and receiving treatment for 
their severe cardiac disease and cancers? Is she also aware that Hamas tends not to 
publicise this and, indeed, has tried to stop it in the past? 
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Baroness Warsi: I agree with the noble Lord that there is a very human story. 
Nothing is as clear as the top headlines, and of course there are fantastic stories 
of the two communities working together in the way that the noble Lord describes. 

Baroness Afshar: My Lords, are the Government aware that abuse of human rights by 
one Government in the Middle East being disregarded and tacitly supported by the West 
makes other transgressions against human rights by other Middle Eastern countries the 
norm, and that therefore it is dangerous for the whole of the Middle East? 

Baroness Warsi: I agree with the noble Baroness. The commitment to human 
rights must be the same for every member state. That is why the Human Rights 
Council has the concept of the universal periodic review, under which every state 
presents itself to other nations and is tested against its human rights record. We 
are concerned that Israel has not engaged with the universal periodic review. We 
see some signs of movement but we urge Israel to come back, like the other 
member states, and to engage with the UPR. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130618-
0001.htm#13061896000384  
 

Gaza’s Ark 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to provide 
naval protection for the vessel known as “Gaza’s Ark” when it sails from Gaza in order to 
take exports from that territory.[HL618] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Defence (Lord Astor 
of Hever): No. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130618w0001.htm#130
61897000288  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign Affairs/General Affairs Councils 
The Minister for Europe (Mr David Lidington): … Middle East Peace Process (MEPP) 
Ministers will address the deteriorating prospects for a two-state solution, and the 
importance of supporting US efforts. This discussion will be an opportunity to agree the 
focus of EU policy and engagement on the MEPP for the coming months. I will focus on 
how the EU can support and contribute actively, alongside other regional and 
international partners, to efforts led by the United States to drive progress on the MEPP. 
This will include the incentives the EU could offer the parties to reach a negotiated 
solution, particularly on the economic and security tracks. I will press for conclusions 
which outline the EU’s approach and support to the US. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/wmstext/13061
8m0001.htm#13061871000005  
 
 

United Nations 

Ban appoints Irish major general to head up UN’s oldest peacekeeping mission 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced the appointment today of 
Major General Michel Finn, of Ireland, as head of Mission and Chief of Staff of the 
Jerusalem-based UN Truce Supervision Organization, the first such operation the world 
body set up almost 60 years ago. … 
Prior to his appointment, he was the General Officer commanding the Second Infantry, a 
position he held since 2010. In 2003 and 2004, he commanded the first Irish infantry 
force in the NATO-led KFOR mission in Kosovo. 
Maj.-Gen. Finn  also  served  as  the  Director  of  Logistics  in  the  European Union (EU)  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130618-0001.htm#13061896000384
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130618-0001.htm#13061896000384
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130618w0001.htm#13061897000288
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201314/ldhansrd/text/130618w0001.htm#13061897000288
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/wmstext/130618m0001.htm#13061871000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130618/wmstext/130618m0001.htm#13061871000005
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2013/sga1417.doc.htm
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Military Staff within the EU General Council Secretariat in Brussels (2007-2010). His 
experience with UN peacekeeping includes stints in the Golan Heights and Lebanon. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45213&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UcHLvj
6wBn8  
 
As Syria crisis roils Middle East, Ban says Israeli-Palestinian peace remains urgent 
priority 
With spiralling violence in Syria stoking tension in the Middle East, United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today said “we must not lose sight of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict,” whose resolution was no less urgent. 
Calling for a “clear political horizon” to break the impasse and maximize present 
momentum, Mr. Ban told the UN Asia and Pacific International Meeting in Support of 
Israeli-Palestinian Peace, in a message delivered by Assistant Secretary-General for 
Political Affairs Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, that “the coming weeks will be critical.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45214&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UcHLvj6wB
n8  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

OSCE/ODIHR renews work of its advisory panel on freedom of religion or belief 
The new 12-member Advisory Panel of Experts on Freedom of Religion of the OSCE 
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights met for the first time in Warsaw on 
18 June 2013 to map out the Panel’s role in providing assistance to OSCE participating 
States. … 
The composition of the Panel reflects the diversity of the OSCE region, with members 
serving in their personal capacities as experts, and not representing any state, 
organization or confession. … 
The Panel will also work together with experts from ODIHR and from the Venice 
Commission on the forthcoming Guidelines on Recognition of Religious or Belief 
Communities. This publication will analyse how international standards and good 
practices on the use of recognition can enhance the freedom of religion or belief, rather 
than restrict the activities of religious or belief communities. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/102854  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45213&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UcHLvj6wBn8
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45213&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UcHLvj6wBn8
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=6912
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45214&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UcHLvj6wBn8
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45214&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UcHLvj6wBn8
http://www.osce.org/odihr/102854
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
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Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
** Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2013-2014/0029/amend/ml029-iir.htm  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 

TOP 
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