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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Students: Radicalism 
Bob Stewart: To ask the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills what 
steps he is taking to prevent radicalisation by Islamist preachers of students in further 
education colleges and universities. [157640] 

Mr Willetts: Universities and colleges have been targeted by some extremist 
organisations seeking to radicalise and recruit students. Institutions have a clear 
role to play in safeguarding vulnerable people, and the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS) supports them to do so. 
BIS has put in place 10 regional co-ordinators who work with universities and 
colleges to provide advice on the risks associated with external speakers and 
support institutions to have effective policies to manage events. We have worked 
with Universities UK to produce a website which gives guidance to institutions on 
these risks, enabling them to share best practice and safeguard their students 
from radicalisation. 
All students unions have received guidance on minimising risk from all types of 
hate speakers from the National Union of Students, supported by BIS. Guidance 
for institutions will follow this summer from Universities UK. 
Students unions and institutions also have responsibilities under charities 
legislation in relation to extremism of all kinds. The Charity Commission is working 
to embed understanding of these responsibilities through workshops and visits. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130605/text/130605w0
002.htm#13060597000023  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what recent reports he has received on progress on transferring planning control for 
the west bank from the Israeli Government to the Palestinian authority as agreed under 
the Oslo accords; [157946] 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130605/text/130605w0002.htm#13060597000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130605/text/130605w0002.htm#13060597000023
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(2) what recent representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the transfer of 
planning control of the west bank to the Palestinian Authority. [157947] 

Alistair Burt: The British Government regularly raises concerns regarding the 
Israeli building and planning regime in Area C with the Israeli Government, 
including during recent visits by the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my right hon. Friend the Member for Richmond (Yorks) 
(Mr Hague), and the National Security Adviser, and during meetings between UK 
officials and the Israeli NSC in March and April 2013. The UK has also called 
publicly on Israel to take steps towards the transfer of authority over Area C to the 
Palestinian Authority, including at the UN Ad Hoc Liaison Committee (AHLC) in 
New York in September 2012. 
Palestinian development in Area C is essential for a sustainable Palestinian 
economy, yet only 1% of Area C is zoned for Palestinian construction. The UK will 
therefore continue to press Israel to ease the current restrictive permitting regime 
and to transfer control of Area C to the PA as per the Oslo accords. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130605/text/130605w0
001.htm#13060582000016  
 

Occupied Territories 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how many building projects in Area C of the Occupied Palestinian Territories have been 
funded by the UK Government or by any other EU member state. [158063] 

Alistair Burt: The UK does not currently fund construction projects. However, with 
funding from the tri-departmental Conflict Prevention Programme, the UK has 
supported long-term planning for Palestinian communities in East Jerusalem and 
the west bank. The UK has contributed £300,000 to the Palestinian Authority's 
Community Resilience Development Fund for Area C and East Jerusalem which 
is administered by UN Development Programme. Approved projects will in some 
instances support rehabilitation of existing infrastructure that do not require Israeli 
building permits. 
The UK provides humanitarian assistance through core support to the UN and EU 
systems and the Humanitarian Relief Fund. Some of this funding will be used to 
provide emergency shelter in Area C following demolitions and displacement. The 
UK is currently considering what further support can be provided to assist 
vulnerable communities in Area C. 
We do not have up to date information on the number of projects being funded by 
other EU member states. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130605/text/130605w0
001.htm#13060582000017  
 
 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

“In occupied Palestine, there’s no distorting the facts on the ground” 
“Neither Israel nor its proxies can justify the facts on the ground in occupied Palestine,” 
said United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the occupied 
Palestinian territories, Richard Falk, “so they distract, distort and defame to allow the 
violations to go on.” 
“It’s a shame that there are lobbying organizations whose sole purpose is to distract the 
world’s attention from Israel’s unacceptable human rights record,” Mr. Falk said, “but 
irresponsible and dishonest smear campaigns to discredit those who document these 
realities do not change the facts on the ground forty-six years after Israel launched the 
war that began its occupation of Palestine.”… 
“These  violations  deprive  Palestinians  of  hope  and  make a mockery of revived peace  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130605/text/130605w0001.htm#13060582000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130605/text/130605w0001.htm#13060582000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130605/text/130605w0001.htm#13060582000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130605/text/130605w0001.htm#13060582000017
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negotiations,” the independent expert said. “While Israel and its proxies may wish to 
ignore the world’s efforts to induce compliance with international law, it’s contrary to the 
aims and purposes of the United Nations to distract attention from or distort the facts on 
the ground.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E  

 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session23/A-
HRC-23%20-21_en.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Despite constraints, UN agency delivers for Palestinian refugees in war-torn Syria 
… Prior to March 2011, when the uprising against President Bashar Al-Assad began, 
Palestinian refugees were already among the poorest communities in Syria, with 27 per 
cent of the population estimated to be living below the poverty line – $2 per day – and 
over 12 per cent unable to meet their basic food needs. … 
In Syria, the Agency has reported that increasing numbers of Palestinian refugees are 
being killed, injured or displaced amid the intensifying violence in the country, where 
more than 70,000 civilians have already lost their lives since the conflict began. … 
UNRWA has cautioned that the Palestinian refugees are unable to move around safely 
and face severe restrictions owing to escalating threats from shelling and armed clashes, 
exacerbating vulnerabilities that existed prior to the Syrian conflict. … 
Another key problem is that, unlike Syrian nationals, the Palestinian refugees are limited 
in their options to flee the country owing to their status. … “It’s not easy for the 
Palestinian refugees to flee,” said one staffer. “There are movement restrictions with 
regard to Palestinian movement [outside the country]. The only open border, for the time 
being, is Lebanon. 
To read the full report see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45077&Cr=Syria&Cr1=#.UbCiWvawCnk  
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Other Relevant Information 

British Sikh Report 

British Sikh Report 2013 
http://www.britishsikhreport.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/BSR-2013.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session23/A-HRC-23%20-21_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session23/A-HRC-23%20-21_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45077&Cr=Syria&Cr1=#.UbCiWvawCnk
http://www.britishsikhreport.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/BSR-2013.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
** closes in 4 days 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html 
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