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Home Affairs 

Welsh Government 

Communities Minister outlines commitment to tackling hate crime 
Jeff Cuthbert, Minister for Communities … [launched] the first All Wales Hate Crime 
Research Report today. 
Today’s report will feed into the Welsh Government’s Hate Crime Framework for Action. 
The Framework aims to tackle hate crime and incidents in Wales across the protected 
characteristics of race, religion, disability, sexual orientation and gender identity. It will 
also address abuse and attacks experienced by alternative subcultures -such as the way 
people dress - and older people. 
Results of the report include: 

 Transphobic and disability hate crime is likely to have the biggest impact on its 
victims 

 Nearly a third (29%) of all victims of hate crime think about moving away from their 
homes and nearly one in five (18%) of leaving Wales. 

 Four out of every ten victims (43%) knew their perpetrator and seven out of ten 
people were attacked by more than one person 

 Worrying about hate crimes has the biggest effect on young people aged 16-19. 
 Victims of homophobic incidents were alongside faith victims, most likely to report 

hate crime (47%). … 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/equalityanddiversity/2013/130923-tackling-hate-
crime/?status=op%2525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252525252
53Fen&lang=en  
 
All Wales Hate Crime Research Project: Research Overview & Executive Summary 
http://www.refweb.org.uk/files/Wales%20Hate%20Crime%20Report.pdf  
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Holocaust 

Downing Street 

New commission to ensure future generations learn from the Holocaust 
The Prime Minister has announced the creation of a new cross-party, multi-faith 
commission to consider what more Britain should do to commemorate the Holocaust and 
to educate future generations about it.  
… the Prime Minister said that at a time when anti-semitism is returning in some parts of 
mainland Europe, it is more important than ever that we do everything we can to make 
sure the memory of the Holocaust is preserved from generation to generation. 
The Prime Minister will host the first meeting of this new commission later this year. It will 
be led by the Chair of the Jewish Leadership Council, Mick Davis, with the task of 
investigating whether further measures should be taken to ensure that Britain has a 
permanent and fitting memorial and education resource for generations to come. … 
The Prime Minister also announced an additional £300,000 of annual government 
funding for the trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz programme … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-commission-to-ensure-future-generations-
learn-from-the-holocaust 
 
25th anniversary of the Holocaust Educational Trust: Prime Minister’s speech 
… I pay tribute to Stephen Rubin, Paul Phillips, David Hunt and of course Karen Pollock 
and the whole team for the extraordinary work you do and the impact you have made. … 
But there is one group of HET supporters without whom much of this would never have 
been possible. And they are the survivors who selflessly and tirelessly travel the length 
and breadth of the country week in, week out, to give their testimony. Men and women 
who are prepared to relive the most harrowing moments of humanity every day to 
preserve the memory of what happened and teach others. People who have come to this 
country and rebuilt their lives, started businesses, in one case even become a British 
Olympic weightlifting champion. And yet have spent hour upon hour reliving the one thing 
that many people in their position would do anything just to try and somehow forget. … I 
remember my sharp intake of breath and the stomach-churning feeling of meeting a 
survivor and seeing for the first time the serial number on his arm. …  
I want my children, my grandchildren and their children to learn about the Holocaust too. 
But for them I know it will increasingly feel more distant and remote. The images they will 
see are black and white. They won’t always have survivors around them telling their 
stories first hand. And worse there will be some people – as there are today – who 
despicably try to challenge the truth of what happened. So first, we need to work harder 
than ever to preserve the memory of the Holocaust from generation to generation. And 
second, we need to continue to learn and apply the lessons of the Holocaust to our 
society at home and abroad. …  
As a society, we need to stand up to all of this wherever and whenever we see it. Anti-
Semitism is not just an assault on the Jewish people – it is an assault on humanity. And 
we must fight it together. We need to be clear with our children and clear in our schools: 
there are no excuses. No parallels. No softening of the blow to human conscience of the 
truly horrific nature of what happened. 
And while there are many atrocities today, even in some of the darkest corners of the 
world, there is nothing equivalent to the Holocaust. The dehumanisation. The scale. The 
industrial nature of what was done. Those haunting images of the trains arriving. The 
methodological recording of what happened. …  
So today I am asking the Chair of the Jewish Leadership Council, Mick Davis, to 
assemble a multi-faith, cross-party national commission representing our whole society 
and to  investigate  whether  further  measures should be  taken  to ensure  Britain  has a  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-commission-to-ensure-future-generations-learn-from-the-holocaust
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-commission-to-ensure-future-generations-learn-from-the-holocaust
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permanent and fitting memorial and educational resource for generations to come. …  
We cannot forget the complex regional factors that touch on Israel’s core interests, as 
they do British interests too. And let me assure you that the safety of Israel will always be 
a fundamental concern for me. …  
With me as Prime Minister, Britain will never stand by. We will not stand by when people 
talk with genocidal intent about the Jewish people – as the Iranian regime has done. We 
will not stand by as the Iranians continue their path to nuclear weapons. 
And we will back Israel’s right to defend itself, when rockets from terrorists in Lebanon or 
Gaza fire into Israeli homes. 
But so too we will speak frankly to both sides in supporting renewed efforts for peace. … 
… in 2006 I wrote that “We owe it to those who died – and those who survived – to build 
a world in which this can never happen again.” That is my pledge. …  
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/25th-anniversary-of-the-holocaust-educational-
trust-prime-ministers-speech  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister condemns murders of Israeli soldiers 
Following the deaths of two Israeli Defence Force (IDF) soldiers in the West Bank over 
the weekend, Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt said:  
I condemn the murders of IDF soldiers Gavriel Kobi and Tomer Hazan. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to their families. All human life, Palestinian and Israeli, is sacred. One of 
the recurring tragedies of this conflict has been the role played by violent extremists in 
derailing any progress towards peace. We cannot allow extremists to determine the path 
ahead. The peace and security that the vast majority of Israelis and Palestinians want 
and deserve, can only come through negotiations, not through violence. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-condemns-murders-of-israeli-soldiers  
 
 

Public Health England 

Polio vaccine reminder for travellers to Israel, the West Bank and Gaza 
Travellers to Israel, or the West Bank and Gaza in Palestine, should also make sure they 
have had a polio containing vaccine in the past 10 years. This follows the identification of 
naturally occurring or ‘wild’ poliovirus in 91 sewage samples taken from 27 sites across 
Israel. … There have been no cases of paralysing illness caused by polio virus reported 
in Israel, or the West Bank and Gaza, but these findings suggest that virus is circulating 
in the environment and anyone who has not been vaccinated is at risk of contracting the 
disease. …  
Israel’s last paralytic polio case was in 1988 and the World Health Organization agreed 
that the country was polio-free in 1992, but the fact that the virus is being found across a 
wide geographic area in Israel shows that it has been re-established. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/polio-vaccine-reminder-for-travellers-to-israel-the-
west-bank-and-gaza  
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European Union 

Statement by the spokespersons of High Representative Catherine Ashton and 
Commissioner Georgieva on the confiscation of humanitarian assistance by Israeli 
security forces 
The EU deplores the confiscation of humanitarian assistance carried out by Israeli 
security forces yesterday in Khirbet al-Makhul. EU representatives have already 
contacted the Israeli authorities to demand an explanation and expressed their concern 
at the incident. The EU underlines the importance of unimpeded delivery of humanitarian 
assistance and the applicability of international humanitarian law in the occupied 
Palestinian territory 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138780.pdf  
 
Live Memory of Vilnius Ghetto 
http://www.eu2013.lt/en/news/features/live-memory-of-vilnius-ghetto-  
 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy condemns “shocking murder” of abducted Israeli soldier 
The top United Nations official for the Middle East peace process today condemned the 
abduction and killing of an off-duty Israeli soldier, and emphasized the need for calm on 
the ground during this “critical moment” in the political efforts. 
The soldier was abducted in central Israel and killed in the West Bank by a Palestinian 
who reportedly confessed to the crime. 
In a statement, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert 
Serry, said the “shocking murder follows a series of violent incidents in the West Bank.” 
He added that calm “is all the more important at this critical moment in the political 
process” and reiterated his call on all to refrain from violence and avoid loss of life. 
Briefing the Security Council last week on the latest developments in the Middle East, Mr. 
Serry said that efforts for renewed peace prospects in the Middle East should not be 
neglected amid the turmoil elsewhere in the neighbourhood, and urged both Israelis and 
Palestinians to act responsibly and avoid actions that risk undermining the prospects for 
resumed negotiations. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45911&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uj87yGT09K4  
 
UN official dismayed at Israeli obstruction of humanitarian aid for Palestinians 
A senior United Nations relief official today expressed deep concern that Israeli forces 
prevented the provision of humanitarian assistance to a Palestinian community in urgent 
need in the occupied West Bank. 
Israeli forces seized a vehicle carrying tents from an international humanitarian 
organization destined for the community of Makhul, where 48 Palestinians, including 16 
children, are in urgent need of emergency shelter following repeated demolitions this 
week by the Israeli authorities. The forces also confronted members of the humanitarian 
and diplomatic communities who were present on site, according to information provided 
by the Office of the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process. … 
“I call upon the Israeli authorities to live up to their obligations as occupying Power to 
protect those communities under their responsibility, including to halt demolitions of 
Palestinian homes and property,” said Mr. Rawley … “The displacement of a whole 
Palestinian community in the occupied Palestinian territory is a very disappointing 
development at such a delicate moment where we look forward to positive measures on 
the ground,” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45906&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uj89CWT09K4 
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138780.pdf
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UN envoy urges Israelis and Palestinians to accelerate, not undermine, peace 
negotiations 
Efforts for renewed peace prospects in the Middle East should not be neglected amid the 
turmoil elsewhere in the neighbourhood, the top United Nations envoy in the region told 
the Security Council today, while also urging both Israelis and Palestinians to act 
responsibly and avoid actions that risk undermining the prospects for resumed 
negotiations. 
“The negotiating teams have been engaged in several rounds of talks and we encourage 
both sides to accelerate and intensify their discussions,” UN Special Coordinator for the 
Middle East Peace Process Robert Serry said … “And we urge them to act responsibly 
and with restraint,” Mr. Serry added. “Concurrently, any substantial political initiative must 
yield early dividends in the immediate period ahead with tangible improvements to 
security and socio-economic conditions for Israelis and Palestinians alike.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=45872&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.Uj8-
QGT09K4  
 
 

Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Opening Statement by Ms. Navi Pillay United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights at the Human Rights Council 24th Session 
… I am concerned about Israel’s continued policy of forced evictions and demolitions, in 
at least six different locations in the past three weeks alone, in the West Bank, including 
East Jerusalem. In some cases, no alternative locations or housing options were offered. 
This may amount to a violation of the prohibition on the forcible transfer of individuals or 
communities under article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. It may also contravene 
the prohibition on forced eviction under international human rights law and infringe the 
rights to adequate housing and freedom from arbitrary or unlawful interference with 
privacy, family and home. 
I am also concerned by the possible excessive use of force by Israeli security forces 
against Palestinian civilians during recent search and arrest operations in refugee camps 
in the West Bank, which since 18 August 2013 has led to the death of five Palestinian 
civilians. I am, likewise, concerned by the possible excessive use of force 
by Palestinian security forces in the West Bank which resulted in the death of one civilian 
in Askar refugee camp, close to Nablus, on 27 August. 
I would remind this Council that any use of force and firearms in law enforcement 
operations, anywhere in the world, must adhere to international human rights standards: 
it must be proportional to lawful objectives and the use of firearms must be limited to 
situations of self-defence or the defence of others where there is an imminent risk of 
death or serious injury, and only when less extreme means are insufficient to achieve 
these objectives. … 
To read the transcript see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/Media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true&LangID=E  
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Other Relevant Information 

Charity Commission 

Guidance 

Public benefit: the public benefit requirement 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/535059/pb1_the_public_benefit_requirement.pdf  
 
Public benefit: running a charity 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/535059/pb1_the_public_benefit_requirement.pdf  
 
Public benefit: reporting 
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/media/535095/pb3_reporting.pdf  

 
 

Polish Ministry of Administration and Digitization, and the 
Council of Europe 

"The hate factor in political speech – Where do responsibilities lie?" 
Conference to address the question of hate speech emerging in public and political 
debates … Discussions regarding the existing legal frameworks, including the case-law 
of European Court of Human Rights, will touch upon the question of whether a legally 
binding definition of hate speech is possible or desirable. The role of politicians to 
overcome party differences against the use of hate speech will be also considered. 
Other subjects addressed at the Conference will be the role of civil society, including 
victims' associations, and the media in combating hate speech and the challenges 
brought about by technological advances such as the Internet. … 
To see the programme see 
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/hate-speech-conference  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
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Transparency of Lobbying, Non-Party Campaigning and Trade Union  
Administration Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-
14/transparencyoflobbyingnonpartycampaigningandtradeunionadministration.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx   
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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