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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Security Minister’s speech for the Far Right Special Interest Group conference 
… I … utterly condemn the actions of the so-called defence leagues, their off-shoots and 
the offensive, anti-Muslim messages they promote. They are divisive and run contrary to 
the values of respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. … although the far-right 
threat may not be on the same scale as Al Qa’ida, their divisive and racist ideology can 
still have deadly consequences. … 
This country also has one of the strongest legal frameworks in the world to protect 
communities from hostility, violence and bigotry. We keep that framework under review to 
make sure that it remains effective in the face of new and emerging threats. … The 
action plan will work to prevent hate crime happening in the first place; increase reporting 
and victims’ access to support; and improve the operational response to hate crimes. …  
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/security-ministers-speech-for-the-far-right-
special-interest-group-conference  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

United in Britishness 
… We are fighting something entirely un-British - something utterly alien - and for me 
there is a fundamental test. If a woman cannot pop down to the shops for a pint of milk or 
a bag of rice because she’s worried about getting lewd threats; because she’s afraid she 
might be jostled and jeered; because she’s scared she might be spat on - no matter how 
many committees we set up or programmes we run or reports we write, if there are 
people in our communities too frightened to venture beyond the doorstep, hesitating 
simply because they are wearing a headscarf, then we have failed. … Here in Britain 
tolerance, decency and respect for others are embedded deep within our psyche. 
Our warmth and hospitality, our willingness to welcome other views and embrace other 
ways of life are what has made Britain a beacon of hope around the world. …  
The old century was riven by discord - scarred and despoiled by the Holocaust - but we 
have a chance in this century. We can be determined to learn the lessons, to set aside 
hatred and ensure all people of goodwill work together. That instead of those who preach 
hate,  or those who shout slogans,  we will listen to the  voices of  peace and  hope.  Of a  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/security-ministers-speech-for-the-far-right-special-interest-group-conference
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/security-ministers-speech-for-the-far-right-special-interest-group-conference


 2

 

people comfortable with differences - accepting of others and united in Britishness. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/united-in-britishness  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary's Rosh Hashanah message 
I would like to send my best wishes to the Jewish communities in the UK and around the 
world as you prepare to celebrate Rosh Hashanah. In these often tumultuous and difficult 
times for the Middle East, I share your heartfelt hope that that the new year will bring 
Israel and the whole region closer to peace. 
I am delighted to wish you and your families a very Happy New Year. L’Shanah Tovah 
U’Metuka (to a happy and sweet new year). 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-rosh-hashanah-message--3  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Grahame Morris: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(1) what estimate he has made of the number of Palestinian children currently held in 
Israeli prisons; [167756] 
(2) what estimate he has made of the number of prisoners held in Israeli prisons who are 
Israeli; [167757] 
(3) what estimate he has made of how many Palestinian prisoners held in Israeli prisons 
have been released since 29 July 2013; how many such prisoners have since been re-
arrested; and how many new Palestinian prisoners have entered Israeli prisons since 
that date. [167758] 
(4) what information his Department holds on how many Palestinian children (a) held in 
Israeli prisons have been released and(b) have been arrested by Israeli police and 
security forces since 29 July 2013. [167783] 

Alistair Burt: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has made no estimate of 
the number of prisoners, either Palestinian or Israeli, being held in Israeli prisons. 
I would encourage the hon. Member to seek this information from the Israeli 
embassy or from the Israeli Prison Service directly. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130906/text/130906w0
002.htm#13090634000027  
 

Middle East 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of positive steps towards peace taken by the (a) Israeli 
Government and (b) Palestinian Authority since 29 July 2013. [167742] 

Alistair Burt: We warmly welcome the resumption of direct talks between Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators in Washington on 30 July and the resumption of 
formal negotiations on 14 August, with a view to resolving all final status issues. 
The resumption of talks has been possible because of the courageous leadership 
already shown by Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas, as well as the 
commitment of negotiators on both sides. 
The UK has  consistently  urged  both  sides  to  avoid  steps t hat  undermine  US  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/united-in-britishness
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-rosh-hashanah-message--3
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130906/text/130906w0002.htm#13090634000027
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efforts and to take measures to build trust. In this regard, we also welcome the 
bold and forward-looking decision taken by Israel to release 26 Palestinian 
prisoners in advance of talks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130906/text/130906w0
002.htm#13090634000030  
 

Middle East 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence what assessment he has made 
of the defence implications and the impact on regional stability of the growing insurgency 
in the Sinai peninsula and the conflict on the Egyptian border with the Gaza Strip. 
[167721] 

Dr Murrison: We continue to be concerned by the security situation in the Sinai 
peninsula and the conflict on the Egyptian border with the Gaza Strip. The Suez 
canal remains of critical importance for UK interests, and we are also concerned 
by recent reports of an attack on the canal. We are monitoring the security 
situation closely and raise it regularly with the Egyptian authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130905/text/130905w0
002.htm#13090558000027  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre briefing 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_13-51.pdf 
 

Stage 1 evidence to the Equal Opportunities Committee 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28862.aspx?r=8469&mode=pdf  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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