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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Xenophobia and Racism 
Baroness Quin: To ask Her Majesty’s Government why they have decided to opt out 
permanently from the European Union’s Justice and Home Affairs measure on 
xenophobia and racism.[HL1958] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord Taylor of 
Holbeach): On 23 July 2013, the House of Lords agreed a Government motion 
that the UK should opt out of all European Union police and criminal justice 
measures adopted before December 2009 and endorsed Command Paper 8671, 
which sets out those 35 measures the Government believes it is in the national 
interest to rejoin. Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA of 28 November 
2008 on combating certain forms and expressions of racism and xenophobia by 
means of criminal law is not included in this set of measures. However, the final 
list of measures the UK will formally seek to rejoin is subject to negotiation with 
other Member States and the EU Institutions. 
The UK already has strong laws in place to combat and punish racism and 
xenophobia. In the Home Secretary's view, it should, in general, be for the UK 
Parliament and courts to set and interpret matters of substantive criminal law, and 
not for the European Court of Justice. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/020913.htm#hdg-
XenophobiaandRacism  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (462) English Defence League March in Tower Hamlets –That this 
House notes that the English Defence League (EDL) intends to march in Tower Hamlets 
on 7 September 2013; further notes that previous attempts by EDL members to march in 
Tower Hamlets over the last couple of years have been stopped either through bans or 
police arrests; further notes that the intention of the EDL is to whip up racial tension, 
division and violence directed particularly against the large Muslim community in Tower 
Hamlets; further notes that Tower Hamlets Council has voted to support a ban on the 
EDL marching and the directly elected Mayor of Tower Hamlets has called for such a 
ban;  and  calls  on  the  Commissioner  of the  Metropolitan  Police to  recommend to the  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/020913.htm#hdg-XenophobiaandRacism
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldtoday/writtens/020913.htm#hdg-XenophobiaandRacism
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Home Secretary that the EDL should be banned, and that the Home Secretary should 
then ban the EDL from marching in Tower Hamlets on 7 September 2013. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/462  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S4M-07566 Ken Macintosh: Congratulations on the Appointment of Chief Rabbi 
Ephraim Mirvis—That the Parliament congratulates Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis on his 
appointment as Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth; 
looks forward to welcoming him to the Parliament in the near future; thanks his 
predecessor, Lord Jonathan Sacks, for 22 years of contribution to public life, including 
numerous visits to the Parliament, and wishes him well in his retirement. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Adva
nce&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-07566&ResultsPerPage=10 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Palestinian Healthcare System 
Guto Bebb: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, what reports 
her Department has received on the work being undertaken by the Hadassah Hospital in 
support of the Palestinian healthcare system; and if her Department will provide support 
to extend such medical programmes for the purpose of encouraging peaceful 
coexistence. [167061] 

Mr Duncan: We welcome efforts by Palestinian and Israeli medical professionals 
to collaborate more closely. 
The UK is supporting a project implemented by the Peres Centre and Palestinian 
Red Crescent Society through the Conflict Pool. This places Palestinian doctors 
and healthcare professionals in Israeli hospitals for training. Over the course of 
the project, Conflict Pool funds will support the training of up to 50 doctors in 
hospitals across Israel. 
Hadassah hospital is one of the participating establishments. Since the project 
began, six doctors have begun work in Hadassah hospital, and more will train at 
Hadassah hospital in the future. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130902/text/130902w0
001.htm#1309033000012  
 
 

UK Parliament Point of Order 

Mike Freer: On a point of order, Mr Speaker. On 29 August, during the debate on 
chemical weapons in Syria, the hon. Member for Bradford West (George Galloway), who 
is not in his place, denied … accusing Israel of supplying chemical weapons to al-Qaeda, 
and yet in the week before the debate, on Iranian-funded Press TV, he was clearly 
recorded accusing Israel. I would be grateful for a ruling on whether he has misled the 
House. 

Mr Speaker: I am grateful to the hon. Gentleman for his point of order and for his 
reassurance that he made contact with the hon. Member for Bradford West, or his 
office,  in  advance  of  raising it. Let me just reiterate the factual—constitutional, if  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2013-14/462
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-07566&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S4M-07566&ResultsPerPage=10
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130902/text/130902w0001.htm#1309033000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130902/text/130902w0001.htm#1309033000012
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you will—position. All hon. and right hon. Members are responsible for what they 
say in this Chamber. If they make a mistake, it is their responsibility to correct it. 
The hon. Member for Finchley and Golders Green (Mike Freer) is a sufficiently 
astute student of the procedures of the House to be aware of the many channels 
that are open to him to pursue the matter. I feel sure that he will be tenacious in 
pursuit of his opportunities. He will, I am sure, readily accept both that I have not 
heard the interview in question, and that it is not for the Speaker to adjudicate 
upon the factual accuracy of the content of Members’ speeches. I feel sure that he 
will pursue the matter in one or more of the ways I have outlined. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130902/debtext/13090
2-0001.htm#1309025000003  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation (Equality) Services Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html  
 
Charitable Status for Religious Institutions Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html 
 
Local Government (Religious etc. Observances) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html 
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Marriage and Civil Partnership Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx  
 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre briefing 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_13-51.pdf 
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Draft Scientific Opinion on Monitoring Procedures at Slaughterhouses (closing date 
5 September 2013) 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130902/debtext/130902-0001.htm#1309025000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmhansrd/cm130902/debtext/130902-0001.htm#1309025000003
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/arbitrationandmediationequalityservices.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/charitablestatusforreligiousinstitutions.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/localgovernmentreligiousetcobservances.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/64983.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S4/SB_13-51.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/130718.htm
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** closes in 2 days 
Interim Guidance on Victims’ Right to Review (closing date 5 September 2013) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/vrr_consultation_index.html  
 
Gift Aid and Digital Giving (closing date 20 September 2013) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/210423/co
nsult_gift_aid_and_digital_giving.pdf  
 
Welfare of animals in the beef industry (closing date 23 September 2013) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/fawc/files/Consultation-on-the-welfare-of-beef-animals.pdf 
 
Hate Crime: The Case for Extending the Existing Offences (closing date 27 
September 2013) 
http://lawcommission.justice.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime.htm  
 
Counter-terrorism (closing date 30 September 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/home-
affairs-committee/news/130723-counter-terrorism-new-inquiry/  
 
Tackling Hate Crimes and Incidents: A Framework for Action (closing date 18 
October 2013) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/equality/130711-hate-crime-framework-
consul/;jsessionid=554D7C43868F78DAC2FC379C84E76AF3?status=op%3Fen&lang=en  
 
Inquiry on Race and Higher Education (closing date 31 October 2013) 
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/news/492/272/APPG-Inquiry-on-Race-and-Higher-
Education.html  
 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
(SORP)  (closing date 4 November 2013) 

Draft SORP  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513587/charity-sorp-exposure-draft.pdf  

Consultation document  
http://www.charitysorp.org/media/513666/charity-sorp-invitation-to-comment.pdf 
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