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Home Affairs 

Prorogation 

Queen’s speech before prorogation 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130425-
0002.htm#13042554000436  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions his Department has had with the Government of Israel on securing 
water supplies to Gaza. [153434] 

Alistair Burt: We are concerned about the access to water for Palestinians in the 
west bank and particularly Gaza, where 90% of drinking water does not meet 
international standards. We are also concerned about the depletion of the coastal 
aquifer. The Government’s position was set out by the spokesperson for 
International Development, the noble Baroness Lady Northover in a debate on 
this issue in the other place on 3 July 2012, Official Report, columns 644-57. 
The UK regularly discusses issues of water in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
with the Israeli authorities, including stressing the urgent need for Israel to take 
immediate and practical measures to improve the current unacceptable situation 
and ensure fair distribution of water in the west bank and Gaza. 
The fair and effective distribution of shared water resources across the middle 
east is of great concern to us. These resources are limited and therefore require 
the effective co-operation from all parties to manage them in such a manner that 
ensures there will be enough for all. 
Although  this issue  transcends  the  Arab-Israeli conflict,  it is essential that Israel  
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and the Palestinians discuss this issue and ensure that there is a just solution on 
shared water resources as part of any final status agreement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130425/text/130425w0
001.htm#13042618000038  
 

The debate referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/120703-
0002.htm#120703138000055 
 

Palestinians 
Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
steps her Department is taking to secure adequate water supplies in Gaza; [153435] 
(2) what assessment her Department has made of the adequacy of water supply in Gaza. 
[153436] 

Mr Duncan: The Government is very concerned about access to water for 
Palestinians in Gaza, where 90% of drinking water does not meet international 
standards. The UK does not directly fund water projects in the OPTs since a large 
number of organisations already work on water and sanitation issues. However, 
UK support to the EU. contributes to EU funded projects in the water, sanitation 
and basic infrastructure sector. 
One of the key obstacles to improving water supply in Gaza is Israeli restrictions 
on the import of goods and equipment into the Gaza Strip. The UK has pressed 
the Israeli authorities to take immediate and practical measures to improve the 
current unacceptable situation and ensure the fair distribution of water in Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130425/text/130425w0
003.htm#13042621000069 
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what work is conducted by the office of 
the Quartet in Jerusalem; and what role that office has in preventing violence by Israeli 
settlers and by Palestinian protesters. [HL6740] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Office of the Quartet Representative (OQR) has a team of policy advisers based 
in Jerusalem. Its goal is to promote transformative economic change on the 
ground, underpinning the top-down political process, aiming to promote a final 
settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the establishment of an 
independent and viable Palestinian state living side by side in peace and security 
with the State of Israel. Its work is focused on particular areas, including private 
sector development, infrastructure development, Area C development, East 
Jerusalem, Palestinian Authority (PA) fiscal support, and the rule of law. 
The OQR does not have a defined role in preventing violence, but it is working to 
help the Palestinian Authority build capacity in the rule of law sector. Recent work 
to promote the rule of law includes improvements in the Palestinian Authority 
justice sector, mapping current police presence and operations in Area B, and 
strengthening Palestinian-Israeli legal co-operation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130425w0001.htm#130
42559000598  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FCO Minister Alistair Burt twitter Q&A on the Middle East 
Resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is one of the UK’s top foreign policy priorities. 
Our goal is a sovereign and viable Palestinian State, based on the borders of 1967, living  
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in peace alongside a secure and universally recognised Israel, with Jerusalem the future 
capital of both states, and a just, fair and agreed settlement for refugees. 
The government is committed to working actively with the Israelis and Palestinians, the 
US and our other international partners, to achieve progress towards peace. Middle East 
Minister Alistair Burt visited Washington DC in April, where he discussed the Middle East 
Peace Process with his US counterparts and he intends to return to the region in the next 
few months. 
Foreign Office Minister Alistair Burt will answer your questions on the Peace Process live 
via twitter on 1 May 14.30 – 15.15 (BST). You can submit questions using the hashtag 
#askFCO and you can follow the Minister on twitter @AlistairBurtFCO. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fco-minister-alistair-burt-twitter-qa-on-the-middle-
east  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
** Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 

The Bill failed to complete its passage through Parliament before the end of the session. 
This means the Bill will make no further progress. 
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130425/debtext/130425-
0002.htm#13042550000004  
  
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html    
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130425/debtext/130425-
0002.htm#13042550000004  

 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html   
 

Royal Assent 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130425/debtext/130425-
0002.htm#13042550000004  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 

https://twitter.com/search/realtime?q=askFCO&src=typd
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Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

  
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
FCO's human rights work in 2012 (closing date 25 May 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/human-rights1/  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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