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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Crime and Courts Bill receives Royal Assent 
The development of the new National Crime Agency has taken a crucial step forward 
today as the Crime and Courts Bill achieved Royal Assent. It marks a fundamental 
milestone for establishing the Agency’s powers to lead the fight against serious, 
organised and complex crime, including strengthening border defences, accelerating 
efforts against economic crime, tackling the sexual abuse and exploitation of children, 
and confronting cyber crime. 
The Agency will be vested with those powers within weeks and will then exist as a 
shadow Agency until it becomes fully operational in October 2013. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/crime-and-courts-bill-receives-royal-assent 
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Justice Minister and NIACRO launch challenge hate crime project research papers 
Justice Minister David Ford MLA today launched a series of research papers compiled 
following a unique pilot programme set up to specifically examine and address how hate 
crime and sectarianism is dealt with in Northern Ireland. …  
Ford said: “We all understand the waves of hurt and harm that reverberate each and 
every time someone is a victim of an incident based on their perceived religion, race, 
sexuality, disability or nationality. 
“It can have terrible consequences, particularly for the victim, but also for the perpetrator 
and it can have a detrimental and lasting effect on entire communities. 
“What this research has done is offer solutions by recommending a series of changes to 
policies and procedures, and a model of intervention to address the behaviours of those 
convicted of these heinous offences. …” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news-doj-250413-justice-minister-and  
 

The research papers are not yet available online. 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr Ward: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
representations his Department has made to (a) UEFA and (b) the government of Israel 
on (i) access to tickets and (ii) free movement across borders for football fans from the 
West Bank and Gaza during the UEFA under-21 football tournament in Israel in June 
2013. [153093] 

Alistair Burt: We have not raised these specific issues with the Israeli authorities 
or with Union of European Football Associations (UEFA). 
We do however remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement from the west bank and Gaza. Through our embassy in Tel Aviv, we 
frequently lobby the appropriate authorities on the issue of movement and access. 
We continue to work closely with the Quartet and EU partners, and to call on 
Israel to ease restrictions on access on all occasions including the UEFA Under-
21 football championship, which will take place in Israel in June. 
We hope that the tournament will create opportunities to use football to break 
down barriers between Israelis and Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/text/130424w0
002.htm#13042482000019  
 

Palestinians 
Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of current reconciliation talks between Hamas and Fattah. 
[152830] 

Alistair Burt: We continue to follow closely developments regarding the issue of 
reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah. The British Government's position, and 
that of the EU, remains that Palestinian reconciliation, if agreed on the basis of the 
principles set out by President Abbas in his speech of 4 May 2011, would be a 
positive step for the unity of a future Palestinian state and for reaching a two state 
solution. 

Ian Lucas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of political developments within the Palestinian Authority. 
[152832] 

Alistair Burt: Dr Salam Fayyad resigned as Palestinian Prime Minister on 13 April 
2013. Dr Fayyad made an outstanding contribution to Palestinian state-building, 
as Finance Minister then as Prime Minister. He was a close partner to successive 
British Governments and thanks to his dedication and energy, the Palestinian 
Authority took great strides forward in building the institutions necessary for a 
Palestinian state. Palestinian institutions are now stronger and more transparent. 
Despite serious economic constraints, the World Bank, International Monetary 
Fund and UN last year all said that the Palestinian Authority has the capacity to 
be a functioning state in important sectors. 
This development is a reminder of the urgency of returning to negotiations on a 
two-state solution. We need to see a clear path leading to a viable, independent 
Palestinian state, based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, living in peace 
and security with Israel. The vital work of Palestinian state-building must go on. 
2013 is a crucial year for middle east peace. The UK will continue to work the 
President Abbas, Prime Minister Netanyahu and US and EU partners, to urge the 
necessary progress. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/text/130424w0
002.htm#13042482000024  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/text/130424w0002.htm#13042482000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/text/130424w0002.htm#13042482000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/text/130424w0002.htm#13042482000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/text/130424w0002.htm#13042482000024
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United Nations 

With Syrian crisis threatening entire Middle East, UN official urges Israeli-
Palestinian progress 
With a “grim” tragedy unfolding in Syria, the United Nations Political Chief told the 
Security Council today that at this moment of increased risk across the entire Middle 
East, rapid action was needed not only to address the impact of that crisis, but also to 
make progress on the Israeli-Palestinian front. … 
He said that the fragile hope triggered by renewed United States engagement must be 
translated into serious efforts by the parties, maintaining that last month’s visit to the 
region by President Barak Obama marked an important opening.  
… he said Israel and Palestine had reached an important agreement on 23 April at the 
Executive Board of United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
allowing an experts mission to visit the Old City of Jerusalem in mid-May. 
… he said the past month has seen a “considerable” increase in Palestinian casualties, 
mostly resulting from new clashes with Israeli security forces during Palestinian 
demonstrations that had grown violent. Wide protests throughout the West Bank on 30 
March were relatively contained compared to previous years, but nonetheless had seen 
22 Palestinian protesters and four Israeli soldiers injured. 
In all, Israeli security forces in the occupied West Bank had carried out a total of 303 
operations, versus 186 in the last reporting period. But violence levels had nearly 
doubled, with Israeli security operations having resulted in two Palestinian teens dead 
and 724 injured. A total 354 Palestinians were arrested, including leaders from Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44741&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UXlSTZ
Xihzo 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
  
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html    
 

Commons consideration of Lords message 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/debtext/130424-
0002.htm#13042446000003  

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44741&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UXlSTZXihzo
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44741&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=#.UXlSTZXihzo
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/debtext/130424-0002.htm#13042446000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130424/debtext/130424-0002.htm#13042446000003
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** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html   
 

Lords consideration of Commons amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130424-
0002.htm#13042483000763  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

  
Scottish Parliament 

** Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   
 

Equality Impact Assessment 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0042/00420408.pdf  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
FCO's human rights work in 2012 (closing date 25 May 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/human-rights1/  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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