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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Sharia Law 
Includes: 
col 289WH  Kris Hopkins: … First, I should like to hear from the Government that we 
have only one law in this country. Secondly, I want to hear that sharia councils must 
comply with UK law. That includes compliance with all equality and anti-discrimination 
laws and family law. Thirdly, I should like to understand how the Government will ensure 
compliance and what penalties will be applied to a council or court if it breaks the law. 
Fourthly, I should like to know what consideration the Government have given to 
ensuring that all sharia marriages are legally underpinned by a compulsory civil marriage. 
…  I believe that, sadly, the word “sharia” has more negative connotations than positive 
images in our country. Only by exploring why will we begin to address those concerns. 
Unlike the far right, I do not believe that Islam is evil. We should not underestimate the 
level of distrust and sometimes fear that exists. …  

 

col 291WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice (Mrs Helen 
Grant): … I start by stressing plainly and clearly that sharia law has no jurisdiction under 
the law of England and Wales and the courts do not recognise it. There is no parallel 
court system in this country, and we have no intention of changing the position in any 
part of England and Wales. … The use of religious councils or other extra-legal bodies to 
deal with civil disputes is well established and non-contentious. Communities have the 
option to use religious authorities to adjudicate disputes and to agree to abide by their 
decisions on a voluntary basis, but such decisions are subject to national law and are not 
legally enforceable. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130423/halltext/130423
h0002.htm#13042392000002  
 
 

Inner House, Court of Session 

Two Roman Catholic midwives have won a legal battle to avoid taking any part in abortion 
procedures, including delegating, supervising, or supporting staff involved in abortions. 
Opinion of the Court in the petition of Mary Teresa Doogan and Concepta Wood for 
Judicial Review of a decision of Greater Glasgow and Clyde Health Board 
http://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/opinions/2013CSIH36.html  
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Israel 

House of Lords Debate 

Syria: Refugees 
includes: 
col GC386  Baroness Blackstone: … Palestinians … constitute 10% of all refugees 
from Syria. … When they arrive in Lebanon they are looked after by the existing 
Palestinian population who live in semi-segregated communities in refugee camps, many 
of which have existed since 1948. These so-called camps are already overcrowded and 
without the space and facilities needed to take in the new influx of refugees. … While 
there has been some lifting of the prohibition on Palestinians obtaining jobs, the reality is 
that there are few employment opportunities for them. Hamas and Fatah are trying to 
raise money from their own sources and are co-operating with the UN. Sadly, the EU 
makes no contact with Hamas in Lebanon, even on humanitarian issues …  

 

col GC389  Baroness Jay of Paddington: … these people are refugees twice over. In 
Syria, they had fled originally from their homeland and now have fled again from the 
conflict in Syria. Interestingly, before the violence erupted there surveys suggested that 
many of the Palestinian population found Syria the best country of their exile. They had 
educational and work opportunities denied in other places …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130423-
gc0001.htm#13042394000377  
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
T2. [152370] Lisa Nandy (Wigan) (Lab): Following the Minister’s answer to my hon. 
Friend the Member for Birmingham, Northfield (Richard Burden), is he aware that Ahava 
Cosmetics, which produces cosmetics in an illegal settlement, is currently labelled as 
“Israeli” in the UK? Despite complaints to trading standards, it refused to take up the 
matter. I welcomed his approach to EU-wide guidelines, but will he talk to his colleagues 
to ensure that the guidelines we already have are upheld and enforced? 

Alistair Burt: It is of course essential that guidelines that have been introduced 
are adhered to, and that products are correctly and properly labelled. I am aware 
of the concerns about the product that has been mentioned—it is discussed. It is 
important that the voluntary guidelines are extended, and that settlement produce 
and Israeli produce are correctly labelled to give people a choice. 

T5. [152373] Graham Evans (Weaver Vale) (Con): A Palestinian news agency has 
reported that Hamas will seek to petition the EU to remove it from the terrorist list. What 
assessment has the Foreign Secretary made of those reports, and will he confirm that 
the British Government will remain steadfast in its position that Hamas is indeed a 
terrorist organisation? 

Mr Hague: Our position on Hamas is well known. We look to it, as we look to 
everyone in that region, to uphold previous agreements, forswear violence and 
make credible movement towards all of the Quartet principles that have been long 
established. There has been no change in our position on Hamas, and we do not, 
therefore, have direct contact with it. … 

Ian Austin (Dudley North) (Lab): Will the Secretary of State take this opportunity to set 
out the UK’s opposition to boycotts, disinvestment campaigns and other attempts to de-
legitimise the state of Israel, because the only way we will see peace in the middle east, 
with a secure Israel living peacefully alongside a viable Palestinian state, is by initiatives 
that bring people on both sides who believe in peace to work together, not by boycotts 
and all the rest of it, which just drive people further apart? 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130423-gc0001.htm#13042394000377
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130423-gc0001.htm#13042394000377
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Alistair Burt: The hon. Gentleman puts it very well, and I know he cares 
passionately about this subject. The United Kingdom has always opposed 
boycotts and disinvestment. We believe absolutely that the future for peace in the 
middle east will come through negotiations between the two different sides. 
President Obama’s recent speech, in which he spoke about the urgency and 
possibility of peace, but also about the need for justice, provides a good base for 
both sides to proceed. We believe and hope that those opportunities should be 
taken as quickly as possible. … 

William McCrea (South Antrim) (DUP): Did the Foreign Secretary or the Prime Minister 
have any discussions with the Prime Minister of Israel on his recent visit to London, or 
can he say when he last discussed the middle east peace process with the Prime 
Minister of Israel? 

Mr Hague: Yes, I had discussions with Prime Minister Netanyahu in the margins 
of Baroness Thatcher’s funeral and the Prime Minister had a formal bilateral 
meeting with him that evening. As always, we are in close contact with the Israeli 
Prime Minister and, as always, we have urged him to make a success of the 
opportunity now to take forward the middle east peace process and find a lasting 
and just peace between Israelis and Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130423/debtext/13042
3-0001.htm#13042358000033  

 

Middle East Peace Process 
13. Andrew Gwynne (Denton and Reddish) (Lab): What recent assessment he has 
made of the middle east peace process; and if he will make a statement. [152358] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (Mr William 
Hague): Progress towards achieving a lasting two-state solution between Israelis 
and Palestinians remains a top foreign policy priority. I welcome the efforts that 
Secretary Kerry has put into the middle east peace process since taking office. 
The UK will make every effort to mobilise the European Union and Arab states 
behind decisive US-led moves for peace. 

Andrew Gwynne: With the US Secretary of State rightly attempting to encourage both 
the Israeli and Palestinian leaderships back to the negotiating table, does the right hon. 
Gentleman share my concern at the resignation of the Palestinian Prime Minister, Salam 
Fayyad? Has he conveyed to the Palestinian President, Mahmoud Abbas, the need for 
Mr Fayyad’s economic reforms to continue? 

Mr Hague: The hon. Gentleman is quite right that we are concerned about the 
resignation of Salam Fayyad, who has done a great job of building institutions for 
Palestinians. He is remaining in office for an interim period of several weeks as 
consideration is given to a successor. We are certainly always in touch with the 
Palestinian leadership, and they know that we strongly believe that the economic 
programme that Salam Fayyad has pursued must be continued. 

Karl McCartney (Lincoln) (Con): My right hon. Friend may be aware that Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has emphasised his new Government’s commitment to an independent 
Palestinian state through direct negotiations. What assessment has the Foreign 
Secretary made of reports of Palestinian Authority-sanctioned incitement, which remains 
an obstacle to a genuine peace settlement? 

Mr Hague: President Obama’s commitment is very important, and his visit to the 
region last month was successful. He argued in Jerusalem that peace is 
necessary, just and possible, and we should strongly welcome the involvement of 
the United States. There will be many obstacles in the path on both sides, and 
many forms of behaviour and many things that are said will make the process 
more difficult. We have to overcome those and work with the leaderships of the 
Israelis and the Palestinians on the basis that they are willing to come to a 
negotiated peace. 

20. [152366] Mrs Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside)  (Lab/Co-op):  In  recent  days,  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130423/debtext/130423-0001.htm#13042358000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130423/debtext/130423-0001.htm#13042358000033
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rockets have fallen on the Israeli town of Eilat and the Egyptian authorities have 
intercepted a ship containing arms destined for Gaza and Sinai. In view of that, does the 
Foreign Secretary agree that the implementation of United Nations resolution 1860, 
which deals with international arms smuggling, must be an integral part of any peace 
settlement? 

Mr Hague: Yes, the hon. Lady is right. On 17 April at least two rockets hit Eilat, in 
southern Israel, reportedly fired from Sinai, and militants have fired a number of 
rockets from Gaza into southern Israel since 26 February. All of that makes 
pursuing a peace process and securing a two-state solution more difficult. It is 
very important that every country fulfils its international responsibilities under UN 
resolutions to intercept arms shipments. 

Sir Bob Russell (Colchester) (LD): Can the Foreign Secretary say why Palestinians 
should trust Britain when there is not a level playing field—literally—because the 
Government are supporting a European international football tournament taking place in 
Israel? 

Mr Hague: The fact is that both sides have a level of trust first in the United 
States, and then in many other countries in the world, including the UK, to take 
forward the process. I will visit the region in the coming weeks to reinforce that 
and to try to accelerate everything that we are talking about. In general in world 
affairs, I do not believe that sporting fixtures should be an obstacle to political 
progress of any form, and I do not think they will be in this case. 

Jeremy Corbyn (Islington North) (Lab): Does the Foreign Secretary not realise that 
any progress between Israel and Palestine is very unlikely to move on at all while the 
settlement building, the annexation of East Jerusalem and the siege of Gaza continue? 
Until Israel radically modifies its behaviour towards the Palestinian people, how can there 
be any progress? 

Mr Hague: The hon. Gentleman is well aware of our condemnation of settlement 
activity on occupied land, and I am happy to reiterate that today. It is one reason 
why carrying the process forward is such an urgent matter. Settlement activity 
means that within a foreseeable time, a two-state solution will no longer be 
practical. Secretary Kerry has put that case, and the United States Administration 
accept it. We have to try to make a success of the process, including by coming to 
a conclusion on all final status issues. 

Mr Philip Hollobone (Kettering) (Con): Does the Foreign Secretary think it would be 
helpful or unhelpful for there to be elections in the west bank and Gaza strip this year? 

Mr Hague: As believers in democracy we are always in favour of people having 
their voices heard, and we would be reluctant ever to regard elections as 
unhelpful. We hope, of course, that in any elections, people who are ready to 
make peace will be successful so that this long-running conflict can be resolved. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130423/debtext/13042
3-0001.htm#13042358000029  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130423/debtext/130423-0001.htm#13042358000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130423/debtext/130423-0001.htm#13042358000029
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
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Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
** Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

Lords consideration of Commons amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130423-
0001.htm#13042386000691  
  
** Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 

Lords consideration of Commons reasons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130423-
0001.htm#13042379000292  
 

Lords non-insistence and amendments in lieu 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0165/2013165.1-2.html  
 

Commons consideration of a Lords message 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-
2013/0139/amend/pbc1392404m.1227.html  
 
** Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Commons consideration of Lords amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130423/debtext/130423-
0002.htm#13042381000002  
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2012-2013/0100/amend/ml100-i.1-4.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

  
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
FCO's human rights work in 2012 (closing date 25 May 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/human-rights1/  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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