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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Marriage 
Mark Pritchard: To ask the Secretary of State for Education (1) if he will discuss with the 
Minister for Women and Equalities the introduction of a provision for parents to opt out of 
the teaching of same sex marriage to their children; [137761] 
(2) if he will discuss with the Minister for Women and Equalities the introduction of a 
provision for (a) faith schools and (b) any other schools that so choose to opt out of 
requirements to teach about same-sex marriage. [137762] 

Elizabeth Truss: Parents already have the right to withdraw their children from all 
parts of sex education not covered in the National Curriculum for Science, which 
covers the biology of reproduction. Such a provision would therefore not be 
necessary.  When delivering sex education, schools—including faith schools—
must ensure that pupils are presented with balanced, factual information about the 
nature and importance of marriage for family life and bringing up children. They 
are also required to ensure that they do not teach anything that would be 
considered inappropriate to a pupil's age, religious or cultural background. The 
Government's proposals for equal marriage do not change either of these. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130417/text/130417w0
004.htm#1304182000023  

 

Football: Racial Discrimination 
Yasmin Qureshi: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what recent 
discussions she has had with the Football Association and the Professional Footballer's 
Association concerning racism in football; and if she will make a statement. [151063] 

Hugh Robertson: The Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, my right 
hon. Friend the Member for Basingstoke (Maria Miller), and I continue to meet 
with, and support the football authorities in their attempts to make progress in this 
area.  We have welcomed the 92 point action plan from the football authorities, 
published in December, setting out a way forward to tackle discrimination within 
the game. While we have made significant progress in this area over the last two 
decades, recent incidents have shown a need for concerted action. We want to 
see this action plan implemented and the football authorities to show strong 
leadership on anti-discrimination, at both the professional and grassroots levels of 
the game. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130417/text/130417w0
002.htm#1304181000044  
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Holocaust 

Council of Europe 

Secretary General Jagland commemorates the 70th Anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising �  � 
On 19 April Poland will mark the 70th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising with the 
opening of the Museum of the History of Polish Jews in Warsaw and a commemoration 
ceremony. The ceremony will be attended by the last hero of the Uprising. Paying tribute 
to those who resisted Nazi oppression in Poland the Secretary General Jagland made 
this statement:  
"During the Uprising in the Warsaw Ghetto, thousands of women, men and children 
refused to capitulate to overwhelming Nazi oppression. They chose to resist and fight for 
their rights. 
Today, I would like to pay homage to those European heroes of the Uprising in the 
Warsaw Ghetto. I want to salute their sacrifice, their courage, their defiance. Their 
message is still strong and clear: No one should be deprived of their basic human rights. 
People have the right to defend their right to life and to express their beliefs. �  �The 
Council of Europe was born of the unanimous desire across the Continent to safeguard 
these fundamental rights. Since 1949 – just six years after the Uprising – we have 
worked to prevent anti-Semitism and racism from becoming a dominant force in Europe 
again. But new outbreaks of xenophobia and hate-speech – especially in times of crisis – 
show that our action is required more than ever.    
The memory of those who fought in the Warsaw Ghetto should remain an inspiration to 
us all to face the challenge.  
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2056283&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&
BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Football: Israel 
Sir Bob Russell: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what recent 
discussions she has had with the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs on England's participation in a European football tournament to be staged in 
Israel. [152039] 

Hugh Robertson: I have had no recent discussions on this issue. This is a matter 
for the Israeli Football Association and UEFA. The UK Government and the 
Football Association supports UEFA's decision to award the Under 21 
Championships to Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130417/text/130417w0
002.htm#1304181000043  
 

Middle East 
Richard Burden: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the EU Heads of Mission Jerusalem Report for 2012; 
what steps he plans to take in light of this Report; and if he will place in the Library a 
copy of the report. [151443] 

Alistair Burt: It would not be appropriate to comment in detail on the contents of 
an internal report that was leaked to the press.  We  have  made clear our position  
 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2056283&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=2056283&Site=DC&ShowBanner=no&Target=_self&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130417/text/130417w0002.htm#1304181000043
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130417/text/130417w0002.htm#1304181000043
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that we believe that a lasting peace between Palestinians and Israelis will mean, 
among other things, the creation of a Palestinian state based on 1967 borders 
and with East Jerusalem as its capital. We are strongly opposed to any attempts 
to change the facts on the ground in East Jerusalem by excluding Palestinians 
from the city and by increasing the number of settlers living there. Such acts raise 
tensions and undermine prospects for peace. We have made these concerns 
known to the Israelis both in private and in public. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130417/text/130417w0
002.htm#1304181000076  
 
 

Downing Street 

PM meeting with Prime Minister Netanyahu 
The Prime Minister today met Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel who was visiting for 
Lady Thatcher’s funeral. They discussed ways to deepen economic relations between 
Britain and Israel, especially building on shared strengths in technology and energy. 
The Prime Minister emphasised the importance of efforts to restart the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process for the future of Israel, the Palestinians and the region. He said that it was 
essential to create the conditions for successful negotiations by improving the economic 
and security situation on the ground in the Occupied Territories, as well as ensuring 
Israel’s security from rocket and other attacks. 
The Prime Minister and Mr Netanyahu agreed that the continued deterioration of the 
situation in Syria poses grave humanitarian and security risks. They agreed to work 
closely to find ways to end the crisis and to combat the risks of humanitarian crisis, 
proliferation of chemical and conventional weapons, and of violent extremism. They also 
agreed on the need to maintain real and credible pressure on Iran until it comes to the 
table in good faith to deal with concerns over the threat its nuclear programme poses to 
people across the region. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-netanyahu/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
 

Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130417/text/130417w0002.htm#1304181000076
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130417/text/130417w0002.htm#1304181000076
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-netanyahu/
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html


 4

 

Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

  
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
 

Welsh Assembly 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
FCO's human rights work in 2012 (closing date 25 May 2013) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/foreign-
affairs-committee/inquiries1/parliament-2010/human-rights1/  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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