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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

‘Challenge it, report it, stop it’ – a plan to tackle hate crime 
… The plan sets out the government’s role in supporting local areas to tackle the hatred 
that divides communities and ruins the lives of victims, often with tragic consequences. It 
also highlights a drive to encourage more victims to come forward and report incidents, 
which will provide the government and agencies with a clearer understanding of the 
problem so that further support can be targeted where it is most needed. 
The plan outlines a cross-government approach to tackling hate crime focusing on three 
key themes: 

 preventing hate crime by changing the attitudes of those that commit it, and early 
intervention to prevent it getting worse; 

 increasing reporting and access to support so victims feel more confident to come 
forward; 

 improving the response to hate crime by better identifying and managing cases, 
and dealing effectively with offenders. … 

To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/challenge-it-report-it-stop-it-a-plan-to-tackle-hate-crime 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Football Tournaments 
Lord Stoddart of Swindon: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations 
they have made to the Government of Israel regarding (1) access to tickets, and (2) free 
movement across borders, for football fans from the West Bank and Gaza during the 
UEFA under-21 football tournament in Israel in June 2013.[HL6336] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): We 
have not raised this specific issue with the Israeli authorities. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/challenge-it-report-it-stop-it-a-plan-to-tackle-hate-crime
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However, we remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement. Through our embassy in Tel Aviv, we have lobbied the appropriate 
authorities on the issue of movement and access. We continue to work closely 
with the Quartet and EU partners, and to call on Israel to ease restrictions on 
access on all occasions not just the Union of European Football Associations 
(UEFA) Under-21 football tournament. 
We also hope that UEFA will do all that it can to ensure that when the tournament 
takes place there are genuine, active and successful steps to use football to 
promote peace and to break down barriers between Israelis and Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130410w0002.htm#130
41011001836  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel to encourage them to give clearance for the import into Gaza 
of raw materials for the St John of Jerusalem Eye Hospital.[HL6479] 

Lord Newby: On 30 January, officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv asked Israel's 
co-ordinator of government activities in the territories to allow the import into Gaza 
of raw materials for the St John's Eye Hospital and passed over a list of the items 
needed. We also regularly raise access issues with Israeli Ministers, senior 
officials and the Israeli defence forces, including the issues of medical supplies to 
Gaza. We will continue to monitor the situation regarding access issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130410w0001.htm#130
41011001801  
 
 

Department for International Development 

Speech to the Hebron Chamber of Commerce by Minister of State for International 
Development, Alan Duncan 
… Your achievements here are all the more impressive given the environment in which 
you are working. Despite the impressive efforts of the Palestinian Authority, when you do 
business, you are doing so without full control over your own business environment, and 
in a political and security context which puts you at a major disadvantage compared to 
your competitors elsewhere. Helping to redress these disadvantages is a major objective 
for the British Government. … 
… we believe that there is no more urgent foreign policy priority in 2013 than restarting 
negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians. … 
I commend your successes. But I also know that under different circumstances you could 
be doing even better. … we are supporting you is by continuing to challenge - as we do, 
vigorously and often - the underlying movement and access restrictions that make doing 
business in this country so difficult for Palestinians. … 
I am pleased to announce a new programme, the Palestinian Market Development 
Programme. This new five-year programme is aimed specifically at demonstrating the 
ability of Palestinian firms to compete internationally. … First, it will provide matching 
grants and technical assistance directly to companies. … Second, it will help to analyse 
markets and value chains. … Third, the project will work to attract more Foreign Direct 
Investments … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/speech-to-the-hebron-chamber-of-commerce-
by-minister-of-state-for-international-development-alan-duncan  
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130410w0002.htm#13041011001836
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130410w0002.htm#13041011001836
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130410w0001.htm#13041011001801
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130410w0001.htm#13041011001801
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/speech-to-the-hebron-chamber-of-commerce-by-minister-of-state-for-international-development-alan-duncan
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/speech-to-the-hebron-chamber-of-commerce-by-minister-of-state-for-international-development-alan-duncan
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United Nations 

Israel’s newly imposed restrictions affecting thousands of families in Gaza – UN 
The recent restrictions on goods and people imposed by Israel in response to the 
deteriorating security situation in Gaza are affecting thousands of families, the United 
Nations warned today. … “These measures are resulting in the depletion of stocks of 
essential supplies, including basic foodstuffs and cooking gas, and undermine the 
livelihoods and rights of many vulnerable Gazan families,” said UN Humanitarian 
Coordinator James W. Rawley. “If these restrictions continue, the effect upon the Gaza 
population will be serious.” 
Last week, rocket fire from Gaza into Israel raised tensions in the region, breaching the 
ceasefire agreement brokered by Egypt in November that brought an end to eight days of 
violence in Gaza and Israel. 
… the Office of the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process said it 
expects Israel to exercise maximum restraint and uphold international law, and refrain 
from actions that would adversely impact the civilian population in Gaza. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44618&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UWbig7_Rd
zo  
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Foreign Affairs 

Department for International Development 

Religion or Belief Core Script 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/185068/reli
gion-or-belief-core-script.pdf  
 
Race Core Script 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/185064/rac
e-core-script.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44618&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UWbig7_Rdzo
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44618&Cr=palestin&Cr1=#.UWbig7_Rdzo
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/185068/religion-or-belief-core-script.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/185068/religion-or-belief-core-script.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/185064/race-core-script.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/185064/race-core-script.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
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Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  

  
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
 

Welsh Assembly 
Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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