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Home Affairs 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Culture Minister defers export of an extremely rare set of 18th century Jewish silk 
hangings 
Culture Minister Ed Vaizey has placed a temporary export bar on the seven hangings to 
provide a last chance to raise the £120,000 needed to keep the set in the UK. 
The exquisite hangings, embroidered in gold, silver-gilt and coloured silks, depict 
different views of the First and Second Temples in Jerusalem. Two show the great 
columns Jachin and Boaz at the entrance of the First Temple, whilst the others depict 
scenes probably based on surviving engravings which illustrate the Second Temple. 
They are approximately three hundred years old and have been preserved in exceptional 
condition. 
One panel contains the Hebrew inscription ‘Eloqeynu’, meaning ‘our God,’ a particularly 
reverential way of writing the name of God, reinforcing the suggestion that the works 
were designed for Jewish religious purposes. No other hangings in this particular form 
are known, and as apparently unique survivals they are hugely important. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/culture-minister-defers-export-of-an-extremely-
rare-set-of-18th-century-jewish-silk-hangings  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received of Hamas rocket fire into Israel. [148687] 

Alistair Burt: I received reports from our embassy in Tel Aviv and the Consulate 
General in Jerusalem about rockets being fired on 26 February from Gaza into 
Israel,  for  the  first  time  since  the  ceasefire   agreement   was  reached  on  21  

November 2012.  I released a  statement on 27  February  condemning the rocket  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/culture-minister-defers-export-of-an-extremely-rare-set-of-18th-century-jewish-silk-hangings
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fire and calling on both parties to respect in full their obligations under the 
ceasefire agreement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0
002.htm#13032187000027 
 

Palestinians 
Robert Halfon: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment his Department has made of the extent of arms smuggling into Gaza. 
[148744] 

Alistair Burt: We have not made any recent independent assessment on the 
extent of arms smuggling into Gaza. We are concerned by unconfirmed reports 
that armed groups in Gaza are seeking to resupply following the November 
ceasefire. We are also aware of Egyptian efforts to prevent weapons smuggling 
into Gaza. We are urging all sides to take advantage of talks in Cairo, brokered by 
Egypt, to resolve the issues of arms smuggling and of the Israeli restrictions on 
Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0
002.htm#13032187000029  
 

Palestinians 
Mr Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development whether UK aid 
contributes to the Palestinian Authority TV channel. [149077] 

Mr Duncan: There is no Palestinian Authority (PA) TV channel. The “Palestine 
TV” channel is commissioned by the Palestinian Broadcasting Corporation (PBC) 
and reports to the Office of the Palestinian President. It is subject to official 
directives that make clear that it must avoid any content of programs that endorse 
or propagate violence. Otherwise it has editorial independence and its output 
does not represent PA policy. 

Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
information has been provided by the Palestinian Authority on the total in monthly 
salaries paid from the Treasury of the Palestinian National Authority to (a) civil servants, 
(b) military personnel and (c) prisoners in the last 12 months for which figures are 
available. [149246] 

Justine Greening: The Palestinian Authority Ministry of Finance publishes 
information on all its expenditure on its website. Details of spending by Ministry 
and sector for the whole of 2012 is available at the following link: 
www.pmof.ps/en/  

Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) what 
audits her Department has undertaken on monthly salaries paid from the Treasury of the 
Palestinian National Authority; [149247] 
(2) which Palestinian Authority civil servants receive salaries from the Palestinian 
Authority that are part-funded through UK aid; and what arrangements are in place to 
monitor those payments. [149242] 

Justine Greening: UK support to the Palestinian Authority (PA) is used to pay for 
the salaries of civil servants who meet defined eligibility criteria, including being 
screened against international and ad hoc sanctions. Use of UK funds is 
independently audited. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0
001.htm#13032186000018 
 

Israel 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have made 
representations to the government of Israel regarding the recommendation in the report 
Children in Military Custody that "the maximum period of  detention  before  production at  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0002.htm#13032187000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0002.htm#13032187000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0002.htm#13032187000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0002.htm#13032187000029
http://www.pmof.ps/en/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0001.htm#13032186000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0001.htm#13032186000018
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court should be reduced to 24 hours and the periods of detention without charge should 
be reduced in line with Israeli youth law"; and, if so, with what result.[HL6217] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Our 
embassy in Tel Aviv has raised the recommendations in this report with the Israeli 
authorities on a number of occasions and will continue to do so, underlining the 
need for provisions for Palestinian children in custody to mirror those for Israeli 
children. 
During his visit to Israel in November 2012, the Attorney-General, my right 
honourable friend the Member for Beaconsfield (Mr Grieve), discussed the report 
with the Israeli Attorney-General, Yehuda Weinstein, and other senior 
interlocutors. Mr Weinstein agreed to further talks between Israeli and British legal 
experts on the subject. In addition, Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials 
discussed the recommendations and progress on this issue with a senior Israeli 
legal delegation in London on 31 January. 
We welcome a recent Israeli military order which reduces the length of time 
children can be held in pre-trial detention and an announcement in December by 
the Israeli State Attorney, reducing, from April, the period a Palestinian minor 
falling under the jurisdiction of the West Bank military court system can be held 
before being brought before a judge. We will continue to press the Israeli 
authorities for further action on the recommendations in the report. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning its issuing of licences for oil exploration on 
the Golan heights.[HL6219] 

Baroness Warsi: We continue to follow reports on this issue closely but have not 
raised it with Israel. We continue to call on Israel to comply with its obligations 
under international law, including the Fourth Geneva Convention, in all the 
territories it occupies, including the Golan Heights. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130321w0001.htm#130
32162000281  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the arrests of Palestinian MPs Khaled Abu 
Arafeh and Mohammed Totah, who are currently detained within Israel.[HL6222] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): Our 
embassy in Tel Aviv has raised the arrests with the Israeli authorities and we will 
continue to monitor the situation closely. 
We also regularly raise our concerns with the Israeli Government about the 
broader questions of administrative detention and the treatment of Palestinian 
prisoners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130321w0001.htm#130
32162000282  

 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate they have made of 
the number of truck loads of produce which have exited Gaza during the recent 
ceasefire.[HL6221] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): 
According to the UN access co-ordination unit, 130 truckloads of goods have 
been exported from Gaza since the recent ceasefire. 
We continue to press the Israeli Government at ministerial and official level to 
ease access restrictions further. 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130321w0001.htm#13032162000281
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130321w0001.htm#13032162000281
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130321w0001.htm#13032162000282
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130321w0001.htm#13032162000282
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Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning recent attacks on Gazan fishermen within 
the six mile fishing limit.[HL6255] 

Baroness Warsi: The UK regularly makes representations at both ministerial and 
official level to the Israeli authorities on the urgent need to ease restrictions on 
Gaza. Most recently, officials from our embassy in Tel Aviv raised our concerns 
with the Office of the Co-ordinator of Government Activities�in the Territories on 
21 January, and with the Israeli National Security Council on 28 January, over 
Palestinian casualties caused by Israeli Defence Forces operations. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130321w0001.htm#130
32162000274  
 
 

United Nations 

Following rocket fire from Gaza, UN urges restraint and protection of civilians 
The United Nations today urged restraint by all parties following rocket fire from Gaze into 
civilian areas in southern Israel.  
“We condemn all rocket fire and call for it to stop,” said a UN spokesperson. “We urge 
restraint and we remind all sides of their obligations under international humanitarian law 
to protect civilians.” 
According to media reports, one of the rockets exploded in the courtyard of a house in 
the border town of Sderot early in the morning while the other landed in an open field. No 
injuries were reported. 
The ceasefire agreement brokered by Egypt in November, which brought an end to eight 
days of violence in Gaza and Israel, was also breached last month when a rocket landed 
in Ashkelon, reportedly causing damage but no injuries. 
“Efforts must continue to fully implement the understanding for a ceasefire agreed in 
Cairo on 21 November 2012. The terms of agreement should be strictly abided by all,” 
the spokesperson said. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44457&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.UUxKIr_Rdzo  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Hezbollah 
Mr Clappison: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the most recent statements of Hezbollah's Deputy 
Secretary General, Sheikh Neim Qassem, on the relationship between the military and 
political wings of Hezbollah. [148789] 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of statements by Hezbollah's Deputy Secretary 
General, Sheikh Neim Qassem. It remains our assessment that, under the overall 
leadership of Hezbollah Secretary-General Nasrallah, there is an organisational 
distinction to be made between Hezbollah's political and military wings. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0
002.htm#13032187000024  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130321w0001.htm#13032162000274
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130321w0001.htm#13032162000274
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=44457&Cr=gaza&Cr1=#.UUxKIr_Rdzo
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0002.htm#13032187000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130321/text/130321w0002.htm#13032187000024
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
** Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 

Bill as introduced 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2012-2013/0114/2013114.pdf  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK (closing date 29 
March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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