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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Andrew George: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
how many and what proportion of animals, by species, that were slaughtered for human 
or other consumption were slaughtered according to (a) Halal slaughter doctrine, (b) 
Kosher slaughter doctrine and (c) otherwise were not stunned before slaughter in the last 
four years for which figures are available. [148913] 

Mr Heath: The Food Standards Agency undertook a one week survey in approved 
slaughterhouses in September 2011. The survey indicated that the number of 
animals slaughtered by Halal and Kosher methods during the survey period were 
as follows: 

  Halal Kosher   

Species Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Total number of animals 
slaughtered in the week 

Poultry and 
Rabbits 

4,759,586 30 71,236 0.5 16,101,844 

Cattle, Sheep 
and Goats 

156,526 45 2,413 0.7 351,284 

During the survey period, it was found that three per cent of cattle, 10% of sheep 
and goats and 4% of poultry were slaughtered without prior stunning. The survey 
also showed that over 80% of animals slaughtered as Halal were stunned before 
being slaughtered. 

Andrew George: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
what recent representations he has received on the clear labelling of non-stun 
slaughtered animals. [148914] 

Mr Heath: DEFRA consulted on measures to implement Council Regulation (EC) 
No 1099/2009 (on the protection of animals at the time of killing) during 
September and October 2012. Although outside the scope of the consultation, 
many consultees confirmed their support for the introduction of method of 
slaughter labelling. We are currently considering the responses received and will 
be publishing a summary of the responses together with the Government's 
response to all the points made. Separately, DEFRA has, and continues to 
receive, a regular flow of correspondence on this issue from members of the 
public and others with an interest. 
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Andrew George: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
how much and what proportion of meat consumed in each of the last four years for which 
figures are available was sold as (a) Halal, (b) Kosher and (c) other meat which was not 
stunned before slaughter. [148915] 

Mr Heath: We do not keep records of the proportion of meat consumed according 
to method of slaughter applied. 

Andrew George: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
if he will discuss with (a) abattoirs, (b) the meat trade, (c) the retail sector, (d) the 
veterinary sector, (e) consumers and (f) religious groups the clear labelling of non-
stunned before slaughter meat products. [148916] 

Mr Heath: I discussed method of slaughter labelling with representatives of the 
British Veterinary Association at a meeting on 7 March 2013. Labelling was also 
one of the topics raised during a meeting between DEFRA, Food Standards 
Agency and Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) officials 
and representatives of the Jewish and Muslim Communities which took place on 
14 March 2013. DEFRA officials also attended a meeting with the Sikh Council 
UK on 27 February 2013 which was hosted by DCLG, and which discussed 
method of slaughter labelling issues. 
I have no specific plans at this time for further meetings to discuss this issue with 
any of the other groups mentioned in this question. However, I do maintain regular 
contact with them and this will provide an opportunity for further discussion of this 
topic if appropriate. 

Andrew George: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
if he will undertake a review of the estimate of non-stun before slaughter practice in 
abattoirs. [148917] 

Mr Heath: I have no plans to undertake a review of the estimate of non-stun 
before slaughter practices in abattoirs. However, I understand the Food Standards 
Agency Board has agreed to repeat the survey of approved slaughterhouses 
which was undertaken in September 2011. It is anticipated this will take place in 
September 2013. This will provide further information on the extent of non-stun 
slaughter practices. 

Andrew George: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
whether he has made an estimate of the (a) amount and (b) proportion of meat sold in 
the UK from animals which has not been stunned before slaughter, but which has not 
been labelled clearly as such. [148918] 

Mr Heath: There is currently no legal requirement in European Union or national 
law to indicate method of slaughter on meat labels. However, where meat is 
labelled voluntarily to show method of slaughter, this must be accurate and must 
not mislead the consumer. We have no information to show the proportion of meat 
sold in the United Kingdom from animals which have not been stunned before 
slaughter. 

Andrew George: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
whether he has plans to review the regulation of labelling of meat products in respect of 
the animal welfare standards employed during slaughter. [148919] 

Mr Heath: The Government supported the compromise agreement reached in the 
context of proposals for the European Union Food Information for Consumers 
Regulation 1169/2011, that method of slaughter labelling should be considered by 
the EU Commission in a welfare context. The Government will be working with the 
Commission to ensure all measures that help minimise the suffering of animals 
slaughtered without stunning are considered. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130320/text/130320w0
002.htm#13032074000062  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130320/text/130320w0002.htm#13032074000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130320/text/130320w0002.htm#13032074000062
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Scottish Government 

Scotland decides on 18 September 2014 
Scotland’s referendum will be held on 18 September next year, First Minister Alex 
Salmond announced in the Scottish Parliament today. … 
 First Minister Alex Salmond said: “On 18 September 2014 people across Scotland will 
vote to determine their country’s future. It will be a historic day, and one on which this 
ancient nation decides its place in the world. 
“People will be able to choose if they want a Scotland that is independent and able to 
make her own decisions – with a Scottish Parliament that is responsible for making the 
most of Scotland’s rich resources to benefit its communities and safeguard the welfare of 
our most vulnerable citizens and accountable for how we engage other nations around 
the world. 
“Devolution has shown how we can use Holyrood’s powers to improve lives in the policy 
areas where we are already effectively independent. … 
“But we can and must do more – and only the powers of an independent Parliament with 
control of the economy, of international representation and of security will allow us to 
make the most of our huge national potential. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/03/referendum-date21032013  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestinians 
Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received of depictions by the Palestinian Authority on maps of Israel 
as a Palestinian state and the compliance of that depiction with the Palestinian 
Authority's Quartet Principle commitment to recognise the state of Israel. [149086] 

Alistair Burt: Depiction of the other on maps is an issue on both sides of Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. For example, a recent study of Palestinian and Israeli 
textbooks found that 58% of maps in Palestinian textbooks and 76% of maps in 
Israeli textbooks made no reference to the other. There is a profound need for 
both the Israeli and Palestinian sides to do more to promote a positive portrayal of 
each other, reflecting the principles of co-existence, tolerance, justice and human 
dignity and the UK regularly condemns incitement on both sides, registering our 
concerns. However, the British Government believes that the track record of 
President Abbas and Prime Minister Fayyad shows they are genuinely committed 
to a non-violent pursuit of a two state solution. 

Mr Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received of Palestinian Authority television broadcasting songs 
asserting Palestinian ownership of the Israeli towns of Jaffa, Acre, Haifa and Nazareth 
and the compliance of those broadcasts with the Palestinian Authority's Quartet Principle 
commitment to recognise the state of Israel. [149087] 

Alistair Burt: There is a profound need for both the Israeli and Palestinian sides 
to do more to promote a positive portrayal of each other, reflecting the principles 
of co-existence, tolerance, justice and human dignity. The UK regularly condemns 
incitement and registers our concerns with both sides. 
Palestine TV is not an official station of the Palestinian Authority (PA), but it is 
subject to official directives that make clear that it must avoid any program content  
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2013/03/referendum-date21032013
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that endorses or propagates violence. 
We do not believe that the reports in question bring into question the PA's 
commitment to a two state solution and its often repeated recognition of the State 
of Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130320/text/130320w0
003.htm#13032074000128  

 
Sudan 

Lord Chidgey: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had with 
the Governments of Egypt and Israel with regard to refugees who fall victim to people-
smuggling gangs as they attempt to travel from camps in eastern Sudan to Egypt or 
Israel. [HL6080] 

The Senior Minister of State, Department for Communities and Local 
Government & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Warsi): The 
Government remain concerned about reports of people-trafficking in the Sinai. We 
have raised these concerns with the Egyptian and Israeli authorities, most 
recently by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my honourable friend the Member for North East 
Bedfordshire (Alistair Burt), during an official visit to Israel in November 2012. 
We have also raised the treatment of refugees in Sinai with the Office of the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees in Cairo, the organisation which is delegated by 
the Egyptian government to deal with asylum seekers in Egypt. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130320w0001.htm#130
32057000287  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union 

Declaration by the High Representative, Catherine Ashton, on behalf of the 
European Union on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination 
The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is an annual reminder 
that we must act more resolutely to tackle all forms intolerance, racism, xenophobia and 
other types of discrimination. In times of economic crisis, the dangers of rising racism 
and xenophobia, fuelled in part by increasing unemployment, and insecurity about the 
future, are very real. It is in these challenging times that our commitment to combating 
racism must be relentless. … 
On this day, the EU once again calls on all states that have not yet done so, to become 
parties to the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial 
Discrimination. States must take determined and effective measures at the national, 
regional, and international levels to prevent and put an end to this scourge.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/136393.pdf 
 
 

FRA, ODHIR, and ECRI 

Joint statement on International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination: 
Austerity is no excuse for racism 
The social fallout from the ongoing global economic crisis must not become an excuse to  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130320/text/130320w0003.htm#13032074000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130320/text/130320w0003.htm#13032074000128
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130320w0001.htm#13032057000287
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130320w0001.htm#13032057000287
http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/136393.pdf
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allow racism and prejudice to go unchecked … 
Racism and discrimination have continued and in some places even increased, despite 
numerous national laws and international treaties prohibiting them. … 
“It is a sad truth that violence, discrimination and hate crimes directed against ethnic 
minorities and migrants remain a daily reality throughout the European Union,” said 
Morten Kjaerum of FRA. “But these people bring a diversity to our societies that we know 
to be a driver not only for social change, but also for economic growth. This is an 
abundance of untapped potential that we would be ill-advised to ignore.” … 
“Periods of severe economic downturn can result in greater social exclusion, which often 
leads to a search for scapegoats – and it is then minorities who are often the first to 
suffer,” said Janez Lenarčič of ODIHR. … 
In the countries most affected by the consequences of the economic crisis, there has 
been an increase in the appeal of extremist parties that are rooted in a profound hostility 
to ethnic, religious and cultural diversity. Their aggressive rhetoric often fuels intolerance 
towards minorities by insinuating they are a danger to national identity or even national 
security, which can lead to a proliferation of hate crimes and racist attacks. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/131-21_03_2013_Anti-
racism%20day%20joint%20statement%20_en.asp  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130320-
0002.htm#13032062000577  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
 
 

http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/131-21_03_2013_Anti-racism%20day%20joint%20statement%20_en.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/ecri/Library/PressReleases/131-21_03_2013_Anti-racism%20day%20joint%20statement%20_en.asp
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130320-0002.htm#13032062000577
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldhansrd/text/130320-0002.htm#13032062000577
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html
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Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Scottish Independence Referendum Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx   
 

Bill as introduced    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Scottish%20Independence%20Referendum%2
0Bill/b25s4-introd.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Scottish%20Independence%20Referendum%2
0Bill/b25s4-introd-en.pdf  
 

Policy Memorandum 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Scottish%20Independence%20Referendum%2
0Bill/b25s4-introd-pm.pdf  

 
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK (closing date 29 
March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
** Scottish Independence Referendum Bill (closing date 6 June 2013) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for
_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf  
 
Beyond 2011: user requirements for future population and socio-demographic 
information (closing date 10 June 2013)   
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-
requirements.html  
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/61076.aspx
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Scottish%20Independence%20Referendum%20Bill/b25s4-introd.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Scottish%20Independence%20Referendum%20Bill/b25s4-introd.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Scottish%20Independence%20Referendum%20Bill/b25s4-introd-en.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Scottish%20Independence%20Referendum%20Bill/b25s4-introd-en.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Scottish%20Independence%20Referendum%20Bill/b25s4-introd-pm.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_Bills/Scottish%20Independence%20Referendum%20Bill/b25s4-introd-pm.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/S4_ReferendumScotlandBillCommittee/RefBill_call_for_evidence_21_March_2013.pdf
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/beyond-2011/consultations-events/consultations/user-requirements.html
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Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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