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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

FCO: Human Rights Work 
151WH  Sir John Stanley: … Hamas rocket attacks into Israel—I have been to the 
communities in Israel where those rockets have landed—are wholly unacceptable and 
totally intolerable. Indeed, I regard Hamas as a disgrace to the Palestinian cause and a 
very serious impediment to the Palestinian wish to achieve proper democratic progress 
towards an independent and viable Palestinian state. 
That said, the Israeli Government cannot escape the criticism that they encounter, both 
within Israel to some extent and more widely internationally, for the relentless and 
continuing violation of basic Palestinian rights. … 

 

Mike Gapes: Does my friend agree with me that the formation of a Government in Israel 
today is a chance for a renewed emphasis on and impetus for the restarting of 
negotiations that will lead to the two-state solution that is the only viable way to deal with 
this conflict? 

 

Sir John Stanley: I agree with my friend that that is an opportunity, but to be wholly frank 
and honest, I have grave doubts about whether it will be seized, because I fear that since 
the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin, there simply has not been a majority in the 
Knesset that is really willing to embrace the concept of creating a separate, independent, 
viable Palestinian state. 
In recent years, we have seen the Israeli Government ending the movement of 
Palestinians between Gaza and Israel, turning Gaza into one of the biggest prisons, de 
facto, in the world. We have seen the relentless and continuing removal of Palestinian 
families from East Jerusalem … We see the continuation of the intolerable violation of 
Palestinian human rights on the west bank. … However, the major human rights 
violations result from the settlements themselves … 

 

157WH  Jeremy Corbyn: … 1.7 million people are in a prison called Gaza, with very 
limited access to Israel and no access whatever, as far as I can see, to the west bank 
through Israel. The population is imprisoned unless Egypt can be persuaded to open the 
Rafah crossing fully, which would in turn make Gaza part of Egypt rather than part of 
Palestine. That may well be the intention of some, but we must be firm that the continued 
corralling of people in Gaza is an abuse of their human rights on a collective scale. … 

 

col 161WH  Kerry McCarthy: … in Foreign Office questions last week, about half of the 
questions on the Order Paper were about Israel and Palestine. None the less, let me 
echo the concerns that have been expressed, especially about the failure of international 
law to make  any  progress.  It is all very  well to condemn the human rights situation, the  
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illegal settlements, the route of the wall and, of course, the abuses on the other side, but 
there is always this sense of déjà vu … 

 

167WH  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Mr Hugo Swire): 
… I have left a number of issues that I would dearly love to address, not least the 
situation in Israel and with the Palestinian authority, and the hope we all have in 
President Obama’s visit there shortly. …  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm130314/halltext/130314
h0001.htm#13031443000001  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  
 
Charities Act 2011 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/charitiesact2011amendment.html  
 
Draft Communications Data Bill 
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm83/8359/8359.pdf  
 
Crime and Courts Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/crimeandcourts.html  
 
Defamation Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/defamation.html   
 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/enterpriseandregulatoryreform.html  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriageapprovedorganisations.html  
 
Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/marriagesamesexcouplesbill.html   
 
Online Safety Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/onlinesafety.html  
 
Presumption of Death Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2012-13/presumptionofdeath.html  

  
Welsh Assembly 

Human Transplantation Bill 
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=5178 
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Consultations           ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill (closing date 20 March 2013) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0041/00410328.pdf 
 
All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into electoral conduct in the UK  
(closing date 29 March 2013) 
http://www.antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Call-For-Papers.pdf  
 
Implementing the coroner reforms in Part 1 of the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 
(closing date 12 April 2013) 
https://consult.justice.gov.uk/digital-communications/coroner-reforms  
 
Inquiry into All-Party Parliamentary Groups (no closing date given) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-
select/standards/inquiries/parliament-2010/all-party-groups/ 
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